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interviewer: Habib Ladjevardi 


Tape mGi jf 


G. Sir Denia, f would dike us ta begin by asking you to give 
& short. biography of yourself and then to begin thie 


interview by describing pour firat comtact with Iran. 


A. Well, to go over my biography very briefly, I was born in 
1911 in fingston-an-Thames in engidnd. And after an eari+y 
Youth epent in Hong Kong, < went to school, 4a boarding acheoi 
in Engiand and wes at school until 1929 when I went up to 
‘Oxford, at <?> Edmand Halli where I read modern history. <«In> 
£932 I graduated with second-class honors $n modern hiatory 


@nd then had the hard job of trying te fand a job. 


Eventueliy ZF went -~ it was a bad time economicaily in 


England then -- I eventually went into the advertising 
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business on the market research side. And from that went toa 
work with Mrs. Gallagher Ltd. «3, the big tobacca 
manutactlirera, and in. fact waa enployed by them when ft was on 
holiday in Rumania in 1939, August. With war coming on, I 
went “round to see the consulate at Conatenza on the Black 
Sea and agid, "I think I muat get Back immediately to 
England.“ He said.,. “No, see would like you to stay here, 


because if war dees break out. you could be very useful.* 


And se it was, I steyed on an Constanza, was involved in 
econohic warfare work in Rumanie;: and than went to Turkey, 
tarst to Trabzon, Trebezan as we Called it, on the Black Sea, 
a& vice-coneanil in charge and then fa southern Turkey, Mersin, 
which Hhecane an important port during the wer years. And 
lamediately after the war, I had te make the choice of either 
returning to my industrial firm, Mra: Geilagher, ar trying 
for the Foreign Grfice, and I anted for the Foreign Office 


ang was taken on their termaneant staff. 


So that gives you my background really. Under the Foreign 
offica after the wae, I served firsat of all an Yugeslavia as 
commercial secretary at the embassy there in 1946 to the end 
of “d&. EF was there at the ‘ie, the Tite-Stalin craaie. 
From Yugoslavia, I went te Chicago as consul under the 


conaul-generai; my job was the doitar-export drive in the 
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middie West, BO Il had a huge bailiwick in the middie weat to 
try and promote doilar exports -- I was there untii 195i. 
When J came beck te London and was made the head on promotion 
Cmuch to my surprise, FT might add} -- as the head of the 
Fconomic Relations Department ih the Foreign Office, 4a very 
husy department at that time and we were é&till, sort of, 


sutfering fram wartime shortages and bilateral arrangements. 


In the Economic Relations Departmént, we had one man dealing 
With cid nrablems -- we had na energy départiment in those 
days in the Foreign Office. In August 1953, when I was head 
of thie department ~- I had taken over the headshin of the 
department ith October 451 -- so after fess than two veera, I 
Was suddeniy summoned bt che head of the Foteign Office, Sir 
William Strang, as he then was, and toid that Dr. Mossadegh 
had falien the day bétore and we would be wanting, the 
British governvedst would be wanting to resume dintomatic 
relations ag soon as posaible with Iran and would F pe 
wiliang to gq out there as ¢harge d’affair=. And oF course TF 


seid “~ would be very happy. 


Now, you may ask, why should they have chosen me? And JI 
think there were two reasons. Gne was that the Economic 
Relations Department wae a department responsible for oil and 


they therefore concluded that I knew @ lot about ofi +- in 
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fact thia waa not trues beceuse Peter Ramsbotham, wha later 
succeeded mé in Tehran many years later, wes the oil man and 
he waa direct to the undersecretary and cut out the heed af 
the department because it was such a faaet-moving thing and 
there were so nany cther ceccupsations to heads of depertments.. 


T knew very iittie about sil. 


Aryway, I think that was the mein reason why I was selected 
te go. And secondly, i4 was just one of those fertuitous 
things ~- two days before the fail af Mossadegh I had been at 
@ meeting in which the head of cur peraonnel department had 
Hbeen present and I susrect he wea remindéd of my existence. 


Anyway, fT waa chosen @a the guinea pig ta ga ta Iran. 


Weil, inatesd of the Tranian government or the Shah wishing 
to hurry inte diplomatic reiations, there were very long and 
protracted negotiations before we resumed diplomatic 
relations. And it was not until December 2ist, 1353 that Ir 
eventually arrived in Iran. The reasons for this long, 
drawn-out delay -- because the British were extremely anxicuos 
€o get relations started -- was that the Shah, or his 
Hinisters tI°m not aware ot exactiy who, But F guspect the 
sheh> aaid we must have an aii agreement first and then we 


have diplomatic relations. 
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anthony Eden, who was Foreign Secretary, took entirely the 
revers2 view, he ssid, "We must have diplanatic relations and 
then talk ail. We are net gaing te conduct secret 
negotiationa in Switzerland or adémewhere on oil through third 
parties. We must talk direct.” And so we held out. And 
Fden, who knew @ gocd bit about Iran -- he had studied 
iranian and{7} history and literature at Oxford many yeare 
previously —-- he took the Lire thet the Tranitansa wouid he 
pound to want us back, if for no other reason then to play us 
OfF against the Americans, which was 4 traditional Tranian 
Pelicy, a5 if were, to nley ua off eagqseinst the Russians, now 


play us aff against the Americans. And he was rignt. 


And aventually, with the ¢onsiderabie help of the then 
American ambassader in Iran, Coy Henderson, a formuia was 
vorked out and a communique was published in London on a 
Saturday evening ¢F think it was the Sth of December, 1953) 
announcing the resumption of diplomatic refetions and that 
oil negotiations would start shertiy afterwards. That was 
done on 3 Saturday avening, an unusual fime to do it. Sut we 
were SO acered {the British gavernments of the Sheh changing 
bis mind after this iong, drawn-sut, to get hin to &@ point 
where he would have a charge d’affeirs. There was no 
announcekent of my name until the Monday afterwards, when the 


House of Commonea were toid by the Foreign Secretary thet I 
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waa going out to be charge d‘aftairsa. And that was on the 


7th of December. 


Well, in the mé@antine, hetween August and December, I had 
Keen slowly accunulativg 4 amail team of people to go out, 
among them two or three peopie who had been in fren hefore. 
Weli, about, I dan‘t know exact date, but prababiy about the 
i0th or idth of December (some time around about. then, maybe 
aven before the 14th}, the Swiss miniater who waa in céchargé 
of British ihterestsa in Iran was informed of whe was coming 
Gui te there. He went to the Ministry ct Foreign Affairs and 
ssid, “Look here“s a team fhat this man Wright i8 coming cut 
with this team. Same of the mén have aerved in Tran hefore, 
i suppese there is no objection” -~ because Nossadegh had 
decreed that nanedy British whe had aerved in Fran bérore 
Bhould ever come hack. Whether the Shah was cansauited ar 
not, but the reaction was, "No, wa can“t have anybody whes 


ever been in Iran berore.” 


30, there was consternation in Landen, Sack came q telegram 
that we would have to send out @ new team. Well, I’d never 
been in Iran before, I was alii right, but other menatera of 
the staff were. Well, this wae a high political issue, 
beceuse da you accept sort of a dictat from the government 


who you are going te appeint as your dapilomate. 
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Uniortunately, both Eden and Churchiil, the Prime Minister, 
Were Si the fine im Bermuda for a conference with President 


Fisenhawer. 


and so na decision could be taken immediately but telegrams 
were ment. to Bermuda and Eden and Churchill must have 
Ganterred ahout it. And I wae told to see Eden the moment he 
got beck t@rom Bermuda. And Tf saw him on Saturday (Ci‘ve 
forgotten the actual date; T can isok it up for you af you 
like). 1 saw him and he seid, “FT accept this decision by the 
Iranians, except that you must have one man on your staff who 
knows hisS way around. Because you’ve gat enermous grest 
conpounds and Sig buildings and you muat have someone who 
knows.’ dnc he left if to me@ to cthoose who of theee peoole, 
ao 2 chose 3 man calied John Fearniy, who had been the second 
secretary, I beleve, in fhe commercial department before. He 
was not an undercover HIi6 man or anything, but a straight 
conmercial officer in the Foreian Gffice. He was at that 
tine working in the United Natidcns department: and IF had 
teken quite a fancy to him, I liked hig tdesea and se IF opted 
for hin. And we dropped the other peopie and st very shert 
notice, ather members were recruited fo come in in their 


place. 


And eventually we get off fox iran, I think on the i7th of 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Denis Wright. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 10, 11 October 1984, Aylesbury, England. 
lranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


Wright-i 


December, because Fden was determined =- alitheough Christmas 
Was very close -7* he said we cannot not goa ahead immadiately, 
beacause the Shah would change his mind. We had a very low 
opinion of the Shah in London in those days and didn‘t truat 
Him at ail. So the thing wes to get me out there quickly. 
And we went oui in a little chartered airpiane, epent the 
first night in Athens, the second night in Raghdad, end we 
eventuaily (because we got delayed by fog in London far a 
dey, F think}, aftes quite @ rough passage because we nad to 
go very high up to cress the Altorz mountains, we goat ta 
Tehran on the 23st of December. 

@. Can F just ask something at this point? i'd be 
interested te know in what way and to what extent es person 
Such as yourself at that time waa briefed aa to the history 
of what was going on, the personalities, what you would be 
fecing once you got there. Bid you just aimpiy read fiies, 


Were there m@etangs, would they describe things to you? 


A. Well the trouble was that I was head of # very busy 
department, there waa no knowing when the Shah would agree to 
us, 80 I was kept on with my noge ta the grindstone in thia 
department without letting people know I was going te Iran. 
Hy wite knew, but we didn’t teil people, generaliy. The 


result was thet I reealiy got neo briefang at all unt1l1 say 
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ehaut the Sth of December, when IT pulled out of the office, 
the communicue was announced: And then T goat some sart af a 
briefing, Buh it wasnt a very thorough ofié T nat deopie 
jike Pro®. Lanbton, I ftaiked to beenpie pn tim  Seeven Oftice. 
i was told that the Sritish hed been involved with the CIA an 
the coup if August 1853 and that there were tro brothers 
called Rashidiean who were invdived, were closé@ to the British 
Embassy at ane time and © shouidd avoid them and Act get 
invelyed with them. And apart from that, FT was given no 
deteils about the coup, IT didn’t ask detaita -- because one 
doesn "t aak -- hut ft qust krew that we had bean invelvedct. 

But i was warned against having dealings with the Rashidian 
people, Apart frou that, I cannot recollect being given any 
real picture of the extraordinary, well Id eay love-hate 
relationships between, about which I have subsequentiy 


written. if ma@an that came all rether new to me. 


But. John Fearnly, the man I teok sut, F diseocvered that he 
had very strong views about what he called the “srofessional 
anglophiies” who hung eround the @mbassy and so on. S36 when 
iowent out, John Fearnily took & very firm line and i had 
found him aa my chief advisor. He said, “Now, keep clear of 
@ii these people whoa witli make almest a profeasion aut of 
peddling infiuence in the Eritigh Embassy,” and so on. And 


S20, #& F didn’t know anybody, TFT had no conmitmentea to 
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anybody, we took a pretty tough line with people and I thank 
at. paid oft. We tried to eut cut what I cali the 
interneadiariea wha existed and I71it came on to that in a 


Littiea white’s time. 


But an anawer to your gqué@atian, the answer ta na, T didn*t 
have much briefing and of course, IT made na attemnt to Learn 
Persian because I just was too busy, I mean I vas running my 


department and eu on. 


O. How about information about the main persenalaties you 
would meet, such as the Shah and General Zahedi, and these 


people? 


A. Well, J can*tt remember whet J was teld, Sut of couxyse we 
have aur annual af personalities renort which one can iook 
inte. The Shah -- FI know because IT used to see the telegrans 
coming in ~~ we had a very low opinion of him. We thought 
he’d handled the Mossadegh probiem vexy weakly, he Ieft the 
country, Fun avay as we saw if -- things like that. 3a of 
the Shah, one hadnt got much of an opinion and that wail 


core cut later in what F have toa say. 


On @eahedi, in the House of Commeans, I think Eden hed 


congratulated him an the beld step in resuming relsetions with 
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us, hecause of a certain TT? position toa it and ac on. Se I 
Went out with knowing full weil that Zahedi had been 2 
prisoner of the British in the war and that sort of thing, 
hut regarding him as somedne who was a strong man and what. 
we, the Britaah, wanted at that time in Tran was a strong 


government and @ehedi we saw as providing it. 


fe SO the fact that he had been arrested by the British ten 


years berore didnt... 


A. Dian’t, not a bit, mo. In fact, when I first saw ham in 
January, the 6th -- I was teken to see him by Me. Asadollah 
Entezvam, who was the Foreign Ninister -+ and I had oudte a 
friendiy taik with him about the o1i settienment and wher we 
were after and so an and then I ended un Ky saying that fF 
hoped his wartime experiences had net given him toa bad a 
view of Che British. He gave me ane of those so charming 
Smiles of his and said, “No, vou know, every cauntry has its 
own policies.” fYInsofer as i had any more dealings with ham, 
they Were aiweye aatiafactary. And we never wanted the Shah 
ta get rid of Zahedi, attheugh you see, the Shah waa 
intensely jeaiaus af Z2éheda from the beginning -- I7i1 come 


back to that in 4 minute. 


But in the course of the very crucial oil negotiations in 
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isS4, the Shah on nore than one occasion put out feelers toa 
the British ambasasader, Reger Stevens end the American 
ambasasdar, Loy Henderaon, and indirectiy to me through some 
of his other ministers that Zahedi waa corrupt, that he wes 
no good, and he gust be got rid of. And the line taken by 
both the British and Anerican embassies was “den‘*t swap 
harsesa in mid-stream.” f mean you*ve got a man whe’s got the 


eountry under some sort. of control and don’t get rid of him. 


To continue about Zahedi, the Shah in the end went to London 
and America in 1965, in the spring. 4nd because nething was 


Said to him about Zahedi, one wey or another... 


@. 1556. 


A. “S35. Yes, of1 negotiation was °Sd and then he went on, 
mot €@ State visit, But he went on = private visit to Londen 
and to America. And nothing apparently was seid to him about 
eanedi:; he took this to mean that there would be no cbjyachion 
if he got rid ef Zahedi. So when he got hack, he decided toa 
sack Zahedi. Zahedi refused to resign. I mean this is part 
of ITranten history, it’s not Angio-Persian, but it‘a a very 
interesting acosnt. ff mean, Mr. Alam was sent up eventually 
to teil Zahedi that, “You’ve got te get out.” IF you look at 


‘the correspondence, itema(?} in the press, the Shah says, "TF 
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accept your resignation and you can go on sick leave.'’ And 
2ahedi had never resigned at aii, it was just the Shah forcad 
him out, He was just jeaicus of hin. And Hossein Ala became 


DYrine minister. 


d. Before I interrupted you, you had keguii to describe your 
arxvival in Tehren. I think it would be useful to just take 
it chronologically from the day you arrived in Tehran and go 


from there. 


A. Well, 1% was a very extraordinary beginning I had because 
Twas met at. the airpert by the Swisa miniater, Aifred 
Facher, who had an Snglish wite, and by the minister in the 
American enbassy, Biil Roundtree and some newapaper 
carregpondentsa. There were armored cars and tanks -- the 
Ereanians Were very nervaus about my arrival, had teken 


precautions, there hed been demonstrations the night hefore., 


Anyway, 68 i drove in from the airport to the British 
enbassay, the Swinaa minister said he had had 4a message fram 
the Shab that aaked me to arrange for me to meet two of his 
canfidantes. And he had arranged for me to meet them at 
dinner the next night. And I said, “Who are they?" He said, 


“Weil, one i168 «a Peraian,” whose name [ think he may have totic 
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me, But he didn’t know asnything abhoayt him, the name wan 
Bahran Shehraish and “the other one,” he said, "is a Swiss 
aubiyect, wha"a very eiose ta the Shah, hia name ia EBrrst 
Perron.” =F didn’t iiké this ide4 of meeting the Shah*a 
favaritea almoat immediately and the Swias minister wea 


living in the British embassy comround in Gheihak. 


Next morning, the 22nd of December i made my firat cali on 
the American ambassador because he had been axtremeliy 
heres: as I mentioned already, in arrconging the communique, 
fei pvhe with the communique and the terms te qét 777. And I 
teid him about this and fF said, “ZI don’t think I can aveid 
thie. it’s a mesaage from the Shah, from the Swias,.” And he 
Said, “Weli, TIT don*t ike if either, but you can“t aveid it.” 


That was that. 


But that evening I went up te the Shoithak embassy toa have 
Ganner with the Fachers and there I found these twas 
gentiemen, Weli, citer dinner the Swiss wihweates and his 
Wife disgecrestly giiteag and left me with them and they 
aterted, Monsieur (Cwhat’s hia name> Shahfokh; Bahram Shahrokh 
did ati the taiking, wanted to find out what F had got by way 
of an oli settiament. They started criticizing the Prinze 
Minister, @eahedi. They also said, "Would the British have 


any Gbjection if the Shah dismiased Nr. Hosrein Als as 
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minigter of court?” 


5o, I said that I had né o11 settlement, ali I was concerted 
With waa to report, on and try and meéke errangements for the 
beginning of negotiations. I said we wanted such things as 
fair compensetian and ac en, but I had no oil settlement. 
Secondly, as regards Generei Zahedi, I said only 43 few days 
previously Nr. Fden in the House of Comméns had praised Nr. 
Zahedi for his courage in resuning relations. I said you 
can’t expect to subscribe te ahy criticism of him. <And 
thirdly, aS regdrds Mr. Hassein Ala, I said, “What the Shah 
domes With his finisters is. not the affaidr ef the British 
government at ali, {t’s his business.” I was rather shart 


with them. Anyway, that was on the Zend of December, 


&,. Gahran Shehrekh, wasn’t he the man whe was on Radia 


Berlin? Is, he the same mant 


fi. Yes, yea, that’s the same man «~~ I’il come to this. TI 


didn’t know this at the time. 


Well, the next day waa the 2ard of the December end I went 
and paid ny first celi on the Tranien Foréign Miniater, 
Asadollah twas it Agadollah, yes), Asadoliah Entezen. 


AbGoliah, Abdollah Entzzam. We telked about the cil buainesa 
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end what I wanted to find aut whether BP eoiild go back -- fT 
was pretty certain they couidn’t, but nevertheless I was, if 
i could get them to go back 190%, that waa what the British 


objective was. 


Then I mentioned te hin, 7 ,uat #48 Bsessant, becauae I 

Gidn’t like this dinner at eil, you see, and I said, “i think 
you should know that last night, I met these peanie 4t the 
request af the Swiss minister, who’d been asked by thea Shah." 
And I didn’t give hin the detaiis. Well, that was the 23rd 


of December. 
G. @hat was hia reaction? 
A. He just... 


= + = F + 


A. Yea, silent .... 24th of Decémber, I was buay calling on 
other ambassadors and all that sort of thing. 25th of 
December, Christmas Day, we'd borrowed 8 certain amount of 
drink ¢rom Che American embassy and Ff had 4 iffttie party in 
my Rouse with my own satets and 2 few of the British who were 
atiil tn Tehran -- the Gibbs, the engineer people and peonle 


Jike fhat. Im the middie of it, I get 2 telephone cail fran 
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the Swiss minister, “he> asid “These two gentiemean you met. 
the other night want to see you very urgentiy.” Soe, I broke 
away from the party, they came “round to see re. And they 
told me they had reported toe the Shah, the Shah repeated he 
Wished m@ to deal with them, with hin ditect thretigh them on 
oii questions, That if had already made 4 very faevorabie 
impréeaaion on the Persian public after two days and he didnt 
wank any ambassador appainted until the of1 negotiaticona vere 
compieted. He didn’t want any interference by the British in 


Parsian attaira, #tc., ete. 


Sc, [ expreased considerable doubts about all this. I saad f 
hadnt got an cil settlement. At any rate, I would not. wish 
to do anything on oii behind the back of the TFanian Foreagn 
Minister or his Prime Minister. + would keen the Shah 
informed, but IJ must... That aa regards an anbassadoar, I 
said, F already had the ame of the ambassador, who ia ..- 
egrement, we wanted and it was just @ question of 

waiting for fime, for the right moment to ask for it. Ags 
yFegards interference, I ean give you @ pretty dolamn 


a@8eursne@ there wili be no interference. 


Q. Which of the two waa doing the talkingt Which of these 


two gentleman waa doing the talking? 
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A. Haebram Shafrokh. 


Q,. The other oné was the Shah’s friend. 


A. Perron, Ernat Perron. Weli, then they went off and va 
had lunch and Ff suppose we drank quite a tot and so on, happy 
Christmas day. And I got ancther telephone call in the 
afternoon, four or five o’ clock, These two geéntiemen wish to 
S6@ ne again. Soa back they came and they said “We heave bean 
to see the Shah, reported our conversation and he wanta ua tea 
qive you 4 peu de papier, Biece of paper, setting out 

his views." And if you like, I can read you out, because I 
have a copy of that, 4 part of it. Let me switch off while i 


get it. 


Anyway, they came back after lunch and handed né thia piece 


of paper. J an now quoting exactiy from it. It read as 


foliove. 


G. What language waa it in? 


fi. In English, and not perfect Engiitash, there were a few 


Mistekes, Butase 


iE Pls 5 
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All mattera of diplomatic routine, ineluding the oil 
natter, should he discussed by you with the Minister of 
Foreign Atftairs, Mr, Enteram. All Watters of high 
policy, 1.4@., matters above or outside the diplomatic 
routine shauld be presented te His Majesty through 
Nonegiveur Ferron and mhyseit jointly. Since, however, 
the oil natter is of prejiminary importance (I think he 
really meant by that primary importance, hut it‘s 
prealiminary importance) in the relations of the twa 
countries, Hin Mayesty wishes that after you have mada 
your atudies and reported to your government and have 
received suqgestions an the manner the cil matter 
shetld be or could be aettied, that you inform through 
whis channel «Perron and myseli> His dajesty in 
advance: and before you present them to the Minister of 
Fereign Affairs, you await His Majesty’s approval er 
Counter-propesala, Thus His Majesty wishes to aveid 
any serious difficulties erising from the negotiati 


ons . 


His Majeaty sccepts the principles suggested by your 
government: 2) thai the principis of compensation toa 
the AIOC (thet’s the franian O11 Company} should stand 
firm subject to s generous treatment by your 


government. And 23 thet the profits of Persie in oil 
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anould not be Aigher than in other wscuntries in the 
Riddie Fast, though the formula must be face-saving for 


the Paeraian gavernment, 


With regards to the nomination af your Ssmbassador, His 

Majesty ta not opposed to your approaching Mr. Entezeanm 

for egrement. Sut Hia Majzeaty emphaticaily 

wishes that 13 this should be dene without much 

publicity and 2) thet the anbsasadcor comes when oil 

negotiationa have reached their final atage near a 

settiement. His Najesty satadtea as reasons the 

following: 

-imts 
a> 06d tthe Persien public opinion has already got used to HNr.. 
Wright and regards him already with certain sympathy. 
(i7d been there two days, I might add.} Thus it would be 
much easier toa ceénduct the negotistions with Nr. Wright 
without a new embarrassment, The Peraien would thus keer 
favorably quiet until the results of the negotistions ere 
Known. £3 His Majeaty wishes to make the hest use of the 
day when the new British ambassador presents his 
credentials tea Hie Najesty. His Nejesty intends te spesk 
Yery friendiy verda which would subsequently awitch over 
the Persian public opinion to a friendiy spirit vis-a-vis 


- 20 -~ 
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His Majesty wishes to add to this meorning’s statement that 
an his conversations with Mr. Nixon (Nixon had been an a 
visit to Tren juat before this, must have been in the 
Winter of 1353}, Hig Majesty did nat anly Bhrongly suggest 
noninterference in the internal affairs of Iran, but Hia 
Hegjesty also emphatically asked Mr. Nixon, i.e., the U.S. 
government, to coordinate a policy in and for Persia with 
United Kingdom, for otherwise it would be only the 
Russians wha would profit. His Najesty wishes te have the 
real views of your government oan this point and would 


appreciate any suggeaticona your government magiht have. 


On Sunday the 27th af December, His Maejyesty wiil Teave for 
@ holiday of ten toa twelve days for Ramsar on the Caspian. 
However, & plane will stand ready for any nessage you hay 


Wish fo canvey to His Mazesty through this channel. 


That’s the end of that. Well, after reading this memorandum, I 
expressed my dislike of the propasal that I should deel direct 
with the Shah on of1 and suggested that IF shouid see him to 
explain my attitude, though 5 emphasized that I would not wart 
fo do even this without the knowledge of Mr. Entezem. In 
addition ta that, YT also enphasized that we and the Americans 


were working in ¢ciase coaperation in Iran, which was true. 


- Sp os 
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Well, 2 slept on all that on Christmas Day and discussed it with 
Fearniy. The next morning, the 26th of December, I sent a 
telegram toe London giving the fuil text of that message, saying 
that I didn’t like this at all and I would like authority ta 
inform the Persian Foreign Mintater exsctly what the Shah was us 
to. Well, the Foreign Office obviously went right up to Eden 


hinselt, and they authorized me te teil Entezenm. 


sO the next time I saw Entezam (which was the 27th af December) 
i reminded him that at my first cali on him I had mentioned 
having thie dinner party, I said, "I now want you ta Know whet 
haa avubsaequantly hapnened.” I gave him 4 blow-by-blow eecount. 
He obviously wea extremely worried by this and IT said, “I can 
ageure you that aa long as I’m in charge here, I will do nothing 
hehind your back on theese cil negotiations.” Well, that was 


that. 


Eoof course kept this secret, didn’t tell anybody, but the news 
got out very quickly. A few days Later ¥ wad at a warty where i 
met a French iady, Madame Fernon-Foroughi, the wite of Masacud 
Foreughi, wha was then private secretary to Princesse Shams. And 
ene ettacked m&@ and seid, “What“s all thia nonsense the way 
you‘re ‘treating the Shah?" Ard I said, "#hat’s it. to da with 


you, <IToimean, what do you know about Ate’ Well, she Snew ail 


oe ae a 
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about at. And a few days. later the Belgian minister came to aee 
me and agid, "I hear youre having @ stand-up battle with the 
shah, he s refusing to aee you,” and sa on. I said, "He’s not 
refused to see me, IT haven*t asked. I’m the charge d’affaira, I 


have mo accesa to the Shah as such." 


4nywey, the news got “roeund. Then one day, I auppose it must 
heave heen about the Sth ar sth of January, the Anerican 
ambassador phoned me up and said, “Come around and have a 
drink.’* IJ went “round and had a drink and ha said, “ive jzusat 
seen the Shah, he’s hack from Ramesr and he’s absolutely furious 
WIR you and With me toa, because he thanks I put you up to it,” 
which was quite untrue. Henderson had doné nothing, but 
Henderson was very geod, he said, “Well, dan’t worry at ail. Ik 


wont do any harm in the leng run.” Well, that was that. 


Wali, I dizgeavered later -- i mean f knew very littie about 
Perron other than he was ~- Fearniy Knew he’d been aart af a 
liaison between the embassies, not only the British amhaasy and 
the Sheh. And Behram Shahrokh I didn’t discover until seme time 
iatexs that he had been «= German agent oreadcasting from Radio 
Berlin and then he had come over to the British and head hecome a 
double 4gent and was working for hoth the Brtish and the 
tGermnanga>. The Shah was 680 angry with them for messing up fhia 


approach that he kicked Perron sut of the palace where he was 
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diving and if you’ve ever read Queen Soraya’s memoir, she taiks 
about Perran as being the most sinister man in the court and aw 
on, Well, he was xicked ont of the palace and IT helieve tried 
to commit suicide. But anyway, he went ta live with Princess 
Shama end Hx. Pahibad, because he was a Roman Catholic and aa 
you know Princess Shams wea a Roman Catholic. He lived there 


until he diad. 


Shahrokh was exiled to Kermanshah but he came ‘round ta see me 
herore, almost in tears and said, "Lack, weve gotten inta 
terrihbie trouble with the Shah for this. five been exiled and 
it’s natomy fault. Tm a geod friend of the British, look I 
have a> letter from Mr. teoffrey Heating af BP or Anglo-Iranian 
and alsa from Mr. Arthur Chisoin of BP -- theyre good friends 
af mine. I went to Brisson under Mossadegh." I aaid, “f don’t 
care @ damn. I*m not 3yoing to deai with intermediaries and as 
far as iv’m concernad, I don’t have any more doings.“ And that’s 
the lest Lime F saw him until I went back to Iran as ambassador 


when he turned un. 


Anyway, tie Shah wes very angry with me and there was 4 
celebration of his third anniversary of his marriage to 
Princess, to Soraya (i think ca February the Sth or Sth, 
Bomewhere around abort thend., And I was there with all the 


diplometic corps. Now the then ambassador-designate ta London 
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Was Ali Sohetli, who had been there before es ambassador and had 
heen prime ninister st one time in the war. He knew sil saboaut 
thia rew and he got hald of me that day and said, “Look, In 
gaing te make the Shah talk to you today, you hang by ne." So 
at this great, gliittering reception in the marble talace, 
diplomats ail lined up and the Shah cames down the line with the 
Shahbanon tthough she wasn’t calléd Shehbanoy in those days), 
Queen Soraya, and when he got to me he juat shook me hy the hand 
and didn’t say @ word, he went straight on. Then Soraya came 
down and she cailed m@ up and we had a few words. Then Soheilii 
héechoned me and we want into the next roeom for 2a Huffet dinner. 
And Soheili went up toa the Shsh and get involved in chviously 
quite a tough argument with him. He told me Later it was ail 


about, he said, “Yout’ve got to talk to Benis Wright.” 


And the Shah said, “Why the hell shovid I? Theres an 
anbassedor coming next week. I’m not going te talk te hin.“ 
Soheiiit was a tough character and after a pretty iong arqument 
he Caliead me up and I was introduced te the Shah. Then we got 
on, I aaid te the Shah, “I’m sorry if there was a 
misunderstanding.” He just ignored what I sgid. And he went on 
taiking about his plans for reform and se on, he said “Some 
people call me a socialist,” but I can’t remember, EF dadn’t 
Yecord the conversation in detail. Anyway, he wouldnt stop 


talking and in the end -- of courze sll the diplomatic corpse 
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Knew Io was in the center of thia row with the Shah, they were 
aii watching -- and suddenty, the Queen Serays came up and said 
toa the Shah, “Look, we went to atert dancing, come on,“ sca she 


pulied hin away. And that waa that. 


After that I hed ne serious troubies with the shah. I meen, f 
think in some ways it did me a lot of good because [ think he 
knew after that that I wasnt going to stand any nonsense from 
him. »& that was a curious incident right at the beginning af 
mY career, Which in tact i think probably helped me in my tater 


relationahies with the Shah. 


Q. Do you remember your firet inmpresaiona, that must have been 
the first tine yau ever saw the Shah? You must have had cerfain 


images of him. Did the images.... 


A. Yea. t°s difficuit. te recollect now, but he atruck ne as a 
serious man, iI mean that talk we hed standing up at the buffet 
dinner table wae @ sericue one and he wes talking ahout his 
plana for the country and obvioualy seemed to be rather a 


visionary or something. 


GQ: 82 whet wee the next event... 


A. Well, of course slan that. summer there aT ee 
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G. When did the embassador come? 

4. He came a week later, about the 17th ar something. 
G. The waa Sir Harriton. 

hs Sir Roger S3tevena. 

@. Stevena? 


A. Yes, Harriaon succeeded me; FF preceeded: he aucceeded 
Stevens and I went after Harrison. But Sir Reger Stevens, who 
wes an old £riend of mine, came. Now he came by chance, because 
the original idea had been that 2 man ceilied Robin Hankey, the 
present Lord Hankey whe had been in iran aa a fireat aecretary at 
one period in the war, goto on very well with the Shak -- he uaed 
toa paay tennis with him. At some atage wu le there was 4 break 
in diplomatic relations, the Shah ssid to Erecher, the Swiss 
miniater, that he would like to see aoméone Jixe Hankey back, 

So Hankey wes earmarked te come to Tehran as ambassador es scan 
geet gon watads But then efter the news that they didn’t want 
anybedy whe had ever served in Iran before, they decided to drop 
Hankey. Roger Stevena, who was embeasador in Sweden, was told 


to g@t ready to fone: and Hankey went to Sweden as anbsasador 


- 
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and Stevens -- very reluctantiy, he didn’t want toa comé, he 
liked Sweden, but he very quickiy got very fond of Iran and was, 


J think, a very good ambassacor. 


Because he héd no commitmenta to Iran and so on, he Listened 
very much te the views ff gave Adm and thet Fearnly gave him by 
cutting cut intermediaries and the professional anglophiles and 
trying ta get an to 4a new basis with the Shah. And I think we 
did succeed, I mean not entirely because the Shah couldn’t 
resist using gome one or another af his intimates 28 an 
internediary and of course he waa toa busy to see tus all the 
time. But in hia book, Hiesion for My Gauntry, he doea 

eeay theve that after i954 the British attitude towards Iran waa 
impeccable -~ ive forgotten where, put you can find it an 


Hi seion for My Country... 


But For a tine f think we did cenvince the Shah that we were not. 
atirring up trouble, aithough as you hnow all too well, I mean 
time and again it’s come out since then that the Shah was always 
Susp.cious, very auspicious of the British and aiweys saw our 
hand, when I was ambassador, behind things -- whether it was 
Kurdish troubles or Bakhtiar, who had been head of Savak, 
thought we wera supporting him -- sil those things, it came up 


time and again during my stay 4s ambassador in Tran. 


oo oe 
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GO. So what is the next thing you remember after the initial 


€iret days. 


&. I mesn I’ve *argoatten the détaila of the oii negotiations, 

i was inveived with them buat I wasn’t amhassador and so on. fF 
think the next thing its prabahly the caming inte the Baghtad 
Pact in *35, because in July 1955 Roger Stevena went back t4 
England on leave and { was left in charge. And the Shah, after 
the ofi settiément had heen reached in Auguat 1954, showed 
increasing interest in defense arrangements. And as we the 
British saw it, his interest was primerily to bolster hia own 
Position at home, he wanted @ strong army end so on. And he was 
making suqgeations that he sheuld join the pact elready in 
exjatence beteen Turkey and Pekiatan and -- I dom’t know whether 
fraq waa in it then, it was the beginnings of the Baghdad Pact 
“= and was asking us for assistance. He looked to the americans 
for most of his arus, but he wanted us to act as rntermediaries 


With the Americana so he could come into the pact. 


And Pie Britiah line waa that we were very happy to aec him in 
the wae. But we fnought the queation of timing wae all 
important. And we, we didn’t perhaps gay thie to the Shah, but 
our judgment Was hased on the fact that the economic situution 
in Iren waa very precerioua. We sleao were worried that if he 


were to take some precipitous step to come inte the pact with 


ea Mi 
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Paxistan and Turkey, he would cause political difficuities fer 
hinsel# @nd inerease the instability of the country -- beceuae 
at thet time the country wes in a very brittle state. Soa we 


Were not at ail epeouraging abdjut him coming in. 


Well, after Rager Stevena went home on ie¢ave, I waa twice 
summoned to the paiace up at Sadebad in the Ailis by the Shah 
and found that. the American arbassader and the newly errived 
seddon Chapin Kad alac been aummoned., The Shah tackled uz abovt 
coming into @ pact and what would we do to induce him. He 
Wanted territorial guarantees, he wanted supplies of arms. 5a 
the Tine IT tock, on inatructions from London, was “you must make 
up your own mind and we“re not prepared to give you any 
inducements +o come in. We would like to see you in 4a pect, but 
the timing nUBt he entirely youra.”" He didn’t lidke this. 

Chapin tock, i think -- IT can’t remember correctiy -- very much 
the sane line, although earlier the Americans hed put pressure 
en the Shah to come into the what was then the incipient Baghdad 
Pact. But I think they cane ‘round to ouz view that the 
2nternal aituation Was Buch thet it was unwise toa force the 
pace, So by the time, July, I was seeing the Shah with Chapin, 
he Was resily taking the sate line asa myself -- would welcome 
the Sheh in a pact. But the timing was up to him and wed give 


no guarantees, 
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Weil, in Septemher of that year, the Turkish President Jalal 
Bayar and hie foreign minister Zorlu came to Iran on a atate 
Vieit, The Turke had told ua in Ankare before they laft that 
wouldn’t put any pressure on the Sheh tu ceme inta any pact. 

But in fact they put great pressure on fim when they came: and 
eorilu, the foreign minister, summoned ma ta the Turkish enbagseay 
fa aay look, the Shah would come inte the pact immmediately if 
the British would only change theixy line. And I said, "“Weli, my 
impression is that it wéuld be - very unpopular move. Theres 
nobody in fran that T know of, excemt Hr. Ali Amini fwho was 
then, I think minister of justice), apart from him I know nobody 
who 18 intereBted in or wha wanted to come into the peet.‘ He 
aeid, “Well, my ambassador tella me that the whole of public 
opinion if in fevor af coming inta the nact.” I said, "Ft*s 
guite untrue.” He said wouid I telegraph to London -- Macmillan 
Wee then Foreign Secretary -- and have your instructions 
changed? I asid, “Okay, I“il do this, put I don’t think there 
will be any change. I*m not going to recammeand tf." And F 
telegraphed the Turkish views end waa told te stich te the 
British line. And I think the seme thing want. for the 


Anericanes, I don’t know. 


3 might add et thie atage that Entaezanm, wha was still Foreign 
Hinister, was obvyiousiy very unhappy with this pressure by the 


Shah fo come dnte the oact -- and he had been in San Francisco 
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Bince the a@arly summer for what would he the tenth annniversary 
af the San Francisco United Nations chatter, it was 154-, yes ii 
would have been the tenth anniversary. He kept ant of Tehran, 
he just wouldn“t come back to Iran. And I got aaked by the 
Shah, “where is Mr. Entezgam?" you sea. And I think Entezam, T 
mean the Dervish, he used ta play thia game and sventualiy thé 
Shah sent instructions he was to come back for t*=s Turkish 
Visit. Se Re came back about three days before the Turkish 


Visit, having Seen absent for twa or three months. 


At a dinner at Golastan Palace for the Turke, ALi Amini get hoaid 
of fe and hrought a@ reluctant Entezam inte the conversation toa 
aay that, trying to get me to aay that the Iraniana muat come 
anto the pact. And i took the same line. Weil, Ali Amini was 
obviously very enthuaiestic about this, why I dontt know. £ 
euapect hecause® he knew the Shah wanted this and cerhaps it was 
his atep to becoming prime minister, I don’t know. Anyway, he 
arranged next day for ine to see Entezam at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs with himself. IT had an hour, an hour and a haif 
talk there on this whole subject, Entezam making it quite clear 
that he shared the British view that the situation vas too 


delicate in fran to force the pace. 


@. Will you describe this internal situation that, you refer to? 
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A. Weil, only that; you know, economically fran had iosat the 
oil revenue and the consortium didn“t get going again until 
£355, you see. I nean there was hardly any revenue coming in at 
ali. Go the situation was not an easy one. There had been a 
military gavernor of, it was Bakhtiar, Shehpour Bakhtiar, not 


Shathpoutr.,.. 
O, Teimoaur. 


A. Te@imour Bakhtiar and there had been sart of fairly strict 
controis and the whole country was in an ecanomicaliy fragile 
position. if cen“t remember ‘the detaiis. There waa no sign of 


any enthusiasm for coming into any Weatern-sponsored pact. 


@. How would yqu gauge the signe in these days? How would 


gauge the siqna of pubiie aupport for something of this sort? 


A. Weill, by a few friends. IJ mean, we had in these days the 
remnante of the old Oriental Secretariat. We built up our staff 
and FPearnly, whe apoake gocd Pergeian, had moved: over ta the 
Oriental Seccetariat and he had a member of his. staff, an 
iranian vhe was Sadiadi (Tamadan si-Molk he was known 2a} who 
was J suppose in touch with a number of Iranians who reflected 
views and it sje ences him £f ayuppose we got a iot of.,.,he was 


a friend of Seyyed Zia, he waa a friend of peopie like 
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Arabshaibani, much st the aid. achool of liberals. Shali we 


awltch off a minutet 


G@. YOu were deseribing haw you were able to asaeaea public 


opinion, 


fi. Insofar as one had, Fearnly talked quite good Fersian, he 
hed friends among Persians. We had this man Sadjadi whe was in 
touch with a pretty wide ci¥cie of frienda -- Sadr Fakher whe 
wes, president af the Majles (I don’t know what hé was ther}, bt 
that aert af group, what you call is these Anjoman, whet you 


car i> os 
QO. Doren? 


A, Doreh, doreh, he fad Ris dorehs, yes. I auppose that was 
GUY Rain gauge, because IF didn’t taik any Persian and in those 
daya we were very reatricted on travel around. Ne member of the 
enbassy went traveling sround the country until, I think May 
“ao, i did my first tour arcund the country -- I went down te 
Sharaz and Boushehr, I don’t think I went to Bandar Abbas. Yee 
iowent “round fhe country with the information officer, who was 
@ man caljeqg Borroughs, whet you cail «@ preas atteche. I mean 
he Wwaan’ét ar intelligence ofiitcer or anything. We traveled 


right through Shiraz, Zahedan, and then to up to Mashhed and 
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Back, IF think, through Shahroud toa Tehran. There ore gat some 
sort of feel tailing to people. I say I had to do it in English, 


But there were 4a lot of Endlish sapeskers around. 


And one af the conclusions of that visit was thet I atrongiy 
recommended ta the ambasander that we should not atteapt to 
reapen consulates around the country, because ail the coneulates 
hed been closed by Nosasadegh and the Iranian préas, then as now, 
ia fuli os rumoare and the rumors they had when I was going 
around this fine wes thet I was going around with @& view to, 
preparing for the reopening of British consulates all aver the 
country. In fact, it was rather the reverse. IT ¢ame back and 
strongly reconmended that because of Iranian suspicions, going 
back to 19th century, of whet consuls were up te in thedr 
country -- perticulariy in Werid War I and Gorid War IE when 
PFhey got involved with the tribes and eo on -- we should nat 
open any consulates uniess there were large Britiagh communities, 
which there weren“t texcept at Khorranshahbr where F said I 
thought we should have somesane because af the ot l business and 
ft would be very important to keep our #“inger on the puise on 
What apinion was dodwnm in Khouzeaten in particulier. and that. 
réecocuneéndation waa accepted and we never did open eny consulates 
an Iran aiter the break excapt in Khorranshahr and of course 


Tehran. 
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Anyway, that was the journey I did “round Tran. It was a very 
biesak picture one saw. There were sort of mikitary contreiea at 
every fown one entered and the primitive conditions in 
Amzerheijan were remarkable. J don’t think I’ve got any more ta 


Bay on that. 


Gi. ell, you were describing fhe meeting you had with Amini and 
Entezam regarding the Bagheac, Pact when I interrupted yau and 
aaked you about the internal situation. Now could you take at 


from thereat 


A. Yéa, wall What happened then. was that the Shah decaded, 
under Turkish pressure, te come inta the pact. The Turks, I 
think, I mean they must have sadd, “You come im. The Americans 
Willi cough up, the British will ceugh up,” and alii of this, 
Which if exactiy what happened in the end. So the Shah took the 
plunge, announced it leter in October -- T hy then had lett, I'd 
heen tranaterrad back fo Londen -- that he was coming into, 
joining the pact and the British issued sone statement showing 
their interest in the territorial integrity of Tran: they didn’t 
guarantee it, But they... dnd the Americans ceme cut with seme 
fort of statement too im support. So he got inte whet became 


the Baghdad Pact. And I hed left Iran then, by then. 


a. You lett when? 


- 5 = 
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A. JF think the 6th cof Octeber 1955 and was sent back to London 
an promotion to He an undersecretary in charge of economic 
etreirs. Az auch, I didn’t have very much to de with Iran 
except on economic affairs and the Baghdad Pact Econanic 
Committee snd So on. Sut in January or February 1959, I got 
invelved again in Baghdad Pact matters almost by ecdcident. Ili 
just JIook up the dates, perhaps you could awitch off for a 


Minute While F Just get the @xact... 
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At the end of January 1959, I had gone te Karachi for ... 


#6 leader of the British eseconanic delegetion at the Baghdad 


Pact meeting. 
in Tehran. 


istahan # 


Then after thet I was to snenhd 


£ was going to stay in Tehran and 


and Gen. Arfa* who waa the Iranian anbaasedor 


think alac 7Y¥ to Pakieatan Cor he may not, but 
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6 Week on leave 


then go davn ta 


fnd in Karachi, Dr. Egibal, who was prime minister, 


in Ankara ang I 


he was there), 


Wright-x 


both otf them got hoid of me and expressed great worriea about 
the Sheh“e attitude ta what was the possible bilateral pect 
with the Aéméricansa. And said that they underatecad the 
British had let at be knowd they were opposed to Iran signing 


Up 4n agreement with the Americans. 


i don’t. Know the dataiia, £ can*t remember the detaiis,; but 
they were ohviquely were very worried ebout the Shah’s 
general policies and so on @nd tried te get me involved. f 
did a tong peper, minute for the British minister wha cane 
out for the main politicai meeting of the pact, wha was 
Duncan Sandys, who was mianitater of defense. I haven’t seen 
that minute since and I’ve forgotten exectiy what ft aaid, but 
I v¥oiced these doubts of Eghbail and Arfa’, both of whem I 
knew fron my @erilier ekiatence in Iren. In wet trying to 
Fecoilect. They also told mé@ that somebody at the Bratiah 
embassy in Tehran had apparentiy let it he Known that we were 
opposed to this pact. I think they mentioned that it wes the 
consul, &@ man called John Russeii ¢who died quite recently, 


2Dhout. @ month aga}. 


Anyway, I’d reported all thia to Buncan Sandys and then went 
to Tehran for what wae te be a holiday. I hed no intention 
ef seeing the Shah or anybody. Well at dinner that night at 


the Britigh embasey (f was ateying with Rueselli, not with the 
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anhassader, the newly arrived Harrison whe had been there 
Since November), there was Hossein fie whoa was minister of 
court. Now, we knew from very secret sourcés -+ IF don’t know 
wheat they wera, nut they were secrét -- that the Russian 
delegation had arrived in Tehran that day to negotiate a 
noneggressian bact with the Shah and this tied up with what 
Eghbal and Afra’ were saying to me in Karachi two ar three 
days previously, although I didn’t know this then. At dinner 
that night, Hossein Ata didn“t teil us that the Rusaeians were 
there But he s@id, “You must go and see the Shah," ta mea. tf 
said, “i heven’t got the clothes, I haven’t come here on any 
official business but. £713 go and sign the book tomorrow 


morning.” Well, the next dey I went to sign the book... 
Q@. Whet does that mean "td sign the book." 


&. The Shah had a book for visiters, you know, juat an act. 
or courtesy, J went to sign the book at the palace and his 
chet de pratocdle, wha was Hohsen Gharagoziou, a 
brother-in-law of Alam, took me to hig room after I had 
signed the book to have a cup of tea or coffee: and Ala got 
‘through an the telephone from hia otftice and seid “I’ve 
arranged for you to see tha Shah tomorrow morning,” or 
whatever dey it waa, Hed never called me by my firat nance 


before, it waa alwaya Mr. Wright, but thie time he said, “Ny 
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dear Denia, you muat talk to the Shah very frankiy.“ I tnew 


what he meant, because we knew from secret sources, 


Well at lunch thet day -- I wasnt present -- Harrison wes at 
funch and aet Ala whe taid Harrison that the Russiana are 
here négotiating with the Shah, which ia quite # courageous 
thing ta de, I mean he was giving away a secret. We 
telegraphed London that F was seeing the Sheh and gat 
inetructions on what they wanted ne to say, so T got iong 
instructions that I must do everything possible to step hin 


eigning @ nonaggresaion pact with the Russians. 


So i went in to aee the Shah the next day and had an hour and 
& hait with him. The conversation was eventualiy interrupted 
hy one of the courtiers, I think Mohsen Gheragozlou coming in 
ang telling him that the Pakistan ambessader waa waiting 
outside for the last heif hoeur and all that aert of thing. 
Anyway we had 4a ding-deng battle because the Shah very 
guichiv told m@ that he was. fed up with his ailiez and the 

| Baghdad Pact, that he waan’t getting the equipment he 
deserved. That the Turks and even the Afghans, who weren‘t 
in the pect, were doing much better and that he was fed up 
and therefore was going te do a deal with the Russians. 4nd 
&O lo argued that if be did that, fireat of all it. would be the 


eng of the Baghded Pact and I said thet “Ultimately iat would 
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be the end of Your Majesty. The Ruesians dor’t Like Kings.” 
He said, “You treat me like g kapt women." << remembes T said 
fo bin, “Well, Your Majesty, kept women, if they behave 


themseivas, earn fur cosets sometimes,” 


QM. Ja that right? 


A. Anyway, we beattlied away. Well, that must heve been a 
Thursday. On Friday I went skiing. On Saturday I vent to 
eaiil on Seyyed Zia Tabatabai. The reason heing that when I 
had lett Tehran, he had given my wife a number of his white 
rabbit skins the used fo breed rabbita and he gave her a 
number and we had a little cape made) and I wanted to give 
him a iittiea presenti in return, I gave him a simple piece of 
Wedgewood pottery or something. Aithough Seyyed Zie was 
regarded & a sort of British stoage, as far aa I know, 
certeainiy as far as It wae concerned, he waa never used in any 
Wey af a British agent in any form or -- he was too 
4ndenendent-minded. And when I went to have tea with hain 
thie day, he aaid “I hear you’ve been toa see the Shah and 
he*a not going to sign with the Russians." I was wetounded 
thet he knew, What f didn’t know at the time, but I should 
have known, I guppose, waa that he used to see the Sheh avery 
Saturday morning and he had been to aee the Shah that morning 


and the Shah had... 
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Well, what came out later wes that Seyted Zia was the third 
man in @il thia thing and was acting as an intermediery, 
whethexs on his awn volition or on hehaif of the Russians, or 
on behalf of the Shah -- I suspect on behalf of the Shah. 

But when the Shah came to London an hia atate viait in May of 
goad €if think it was Mey, Macmillan was then prine minister}, 
he toid both Macmilian and Hekmat who waa the foreign 
minister, Ashgar Heimat, toid Sheiby Liayd, the fsreijgan 
Binister that until I arrived and spoke to the Shah, he 
believed that the British were in faver this pact with the 
Russiens and it. waa hecause of this he was going ahead. in 
fact, he put aii the hlame on Seyyed Zia misinterpreting the 
British. Weil, ail I know is that Seyyed Zia wae never in 
touch with the British Embasay at all, in was only hy chance 
that after FI lett, efter my conversation with him and then 
aiter we left, J think the British ambessedor discovered thet 
Seyyed Zia wea the intermediary. 8ut a very interesting 


4ittia episode. 


The Sheh had, in my Judgment, it’s never abaglutety certain, 
he took the initiative in gatting in touch with the Russians. 
That when he was caught, as it were, he lied completely and 
pot all the biame on Sayyed Zia in miaunderstanding what the 


British were axtter, 4nd he would have aigned with the 
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Rugaiana, according to what Seyyed Zia said, it the Rusaiane 
heajtated over abrogating Articies 5 and 6 of the 1921 
Russian-Persian treaty which gave the Rusaians certain rights 
to intervene in Persia if Persia was used as 4 base for 
anti-Russian activities. And the Russians hesitested about 
cancelling those sarticles and if was that that hald it up and 
eventually, when the Russians agreed to withdraw these 
articles, it was toc late, hecause the pressure -- a} there 
hed been my thing, then Duncan Sande came, President of 
Turekey Came, Eisenhower sant meeseges -~ you know, trenendoua 
pressure on the Shah and he withdrew. And of course he got 


inta great trouble with the Ruasians. 


G. Now, hefore ve move te the next period of your contact 
with Iranian officiaks, I wanted to geo back te Lhe period 
you* ve wiread discissed. And if we could begin with the 
negetiations which ended up in the oil settlement and if you 
eould describe the vaérioua roies that various Iranian 
individuals played -- the Shah, Gen. Zehedi, the foreign 
mninieter and Dr. Amini, who from the Iranian point of view 
seers ta have heen the key man. Gr was he reeliy the key 


nant 


A. Ko deubt at ali Amini wea the key figure on this. And 


hia team -- I’ve forgetten the full composition, but he had 
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aa his lé@gai advisor and internreter Foa’ad Rohani, who becene 
first Director-General of OPEC. There was, wags it Nasrolleh 
Naticy si*‘ve forgatten hia first name}, but he wea one of the 
Bayat, heads, of the National Iranian G21 Company. But the 
reaily effective nerson waa Anini, wha conducted very 
briiiiant negotiations. Entezam didn’t take part in then, 
hut. there was always 2 serk of -- he was 8 close friend of 
Ali Amini’s. He was always there if we goat into treuble, ane 


could go to him and teil him <how> thinga were going. 


But of course the oil negotiations were essentially between 
the oil cempanies and the Trantans; and the Stritish and 
AMeritcen Enbaseies did not sit at the teabie. The only 
negotiations we were involved in were the compensation 
negotiations for BP, and Roger Stevens led the British 
delegation (2 was a member of thet delegation} and we were 
negotiating with Amini there too. But I’ve fergotten tre 
deteaiia; at any rete IF wasnt so darectiy involved Kecause it 
wae the ambassador who was doing it and [ wes more or Less 


running the exnbassy. 


On the consortium side, the first lesder had been a man 
ealled Hardin ‘tI*ve forgotten which oil company he...) and 
then came Howard Page, whoa was a very effective negotiator. 


BP sent a man called Snow, whe kept pretty quiet thecause BP 
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Were, after ail, the people whe had been ostracized) until 
towards the end when he bacane a very reanected figure among 
the Iranians and he played a very useful rote, But the moat 
effective of ail the negotiatore was the Shelli man, John 
Louden, the Dutchman, wha had a very cosmopolitan, smooth 
sort of manner and he got an socialiy with the Iraniana, 
better than the other rougher oil men from England and 
America. He wag very affective and ??alight gless an ali 


thiat? 


Sone yeara later when I was ambassador in Iran, Louden was 
retiring from being cheatrman of Shell and came out toa Tehran 
and the Middie Hast an a farewelj visit. He wes steying with 
he. Although he wae a Dutchran, he didnt know the Butch 
anbesaador, and I asked hin what sort of dinner or reception 
he“d like he to give, H@ 2eaid he would like to meet all the 
hey negetiatorea of the “Sd agreement and there were three of 
them. There wes Ali Amini, Fe’ad Rokani and Entezam ~--— ali 
of them were in trouble with the Shah in one greater or less 
degree. And Tf knew that if If had them fo dinner and the Shah 
heard about it, I should be in traublie. So knowing the Shah 
46 an intensely suspicious man, I decided I veuid have then 
to dinner, but I would send hin 2 mnenasage. I sent hin a 
message through Minister of Court Alem to say that I wes 


having these gentiemen to dinner, but there was no conspiracy 
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by the Britsh ambassador and all was weil. Unlike my 
American colleague Armin Meyer, who some time sbout then had 
fii Amini ta dinner withaut telling the Shah and he wes in 


the doghouse with the Sheh far quite a long time afterwerda. 


W. if heard this recentiy from Tad Eliot, wha at that tine 
was in fhe State Department, and I was quite anazed that the 
shah was ahie to threaten the U.5. ambassador by telling Ain 
that. he“a going to ask for him to be aent home if he 
continued to OSe¢have that way. For an franian, it is still 
very herd ta accept that the Shah had this kind of power over 


the ambassadors. 


A. Weli, in one way Iomay beve saved the American ambassador 
from being kicked out at one time becauae -- it was in i966 
or “67, I mean were jumping. ahead now. Sut one day the 
Poxeign Minister Aram telephoned me and I wea pp at Ghoihak, 
40 was the summer and he said woule F go down and see ham 
urgently in his office. And I went dawn from Gholhak. de 
#eaid, “Look, I’m in terrible trouble. The American 
ambassador haga been round to taik to me about. the Sheh’s 
dealing with the Russians on earaa and he’s been using such 
language that if I toie the Shah, he will ask for his 
immediate expulaion.” He said, “T doen*t know what te do 


about it. I’m a servant of the Shak. Armein Meyer has told 


- {to - 
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me that the Shah would be all chewed um Che used the word) if 
he goes on and does this deal with the Russians.” I aaid, 
“Look, you can‘*t, let‘s get arnin Heyer to apologize to yau 
and 48k you to forget about it.” He said, “Well, if he wouid 
do that and come “round and see me, F would Bay nothang about 


pet 


So f phoned up Armin Neyer and said, “Look, I muat see you.” 
Armin Meyer was very jealous of me, you know, he waa a 
amali-sinded nan in e way. and I phoned him up and aaid, “I 
Want fc see you very urgently.“ T went “reund, he 
reiuctantiy saw me, he was dr@sasing to go out to difimer -- f£ 
sav him in his paysamas ar dressing gawn, he*d come out af a 
Hath or something. FT told him this, I said, “Look, Im doing 
this just as a friend of America. You are in serious 
trouble. I know the Iranians, F know the Shah, and if yau 
don’t do something very quick, you‘’re in serious trouhie." 
And he did go “zomuind to see Aram and withdrew what he said, 


and that was that. 


iohed the same problem in my own counselor, Horace Phillipa, 
in i364, Gecteber. Alii Mansour wee prime minister and the 
Sheh had asaured the American ambessedor that # bili gaving 
certain impunities toe American foreves in Iran weuld ga 


through at the sane time as the new Vienna Convention on 
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dipiomatic privileges would ge through. Ali Mansour was 
rather new to the gane, he hadn“t been properiy briefed 
Pperhapa. There was a atrong anti~Americen feeling at the 
time. Seventy-odd deputies either ahbetained or, in 4 few 
canes, actually vated against giving any immunities to the 


Anericanga. 


Weli, the Shah was furious and he Hbiamed Ali Mansour: for 
about three days, alli tie heat was Gn Ali Mansour. Then I 
got a telephone cali from Sram, the Foreign Miniater, and 
alsa from Alam, who was not Minister af Court then, he was, fT 
think, vice-chancellor of Shiraz University and was just about 
fo go aff that day to America cn 4 trip. They both 
telephoned me within a quarter of an hour of each other and 
said they wiahed te see me immediately. Aram was in bed with 
fiu and Alam was et his house. So £ said, “Ail right," I 
toid one or the other, I aaid, “Look, iii come and see you 
and then I*1li go satraight on te see Mr. Alam," or vice versa. 
Well, they both said the same thing, “Look, somebody has 
convinced the Shah that it’s the Sritish who are behind this 
anti-American vote. The Shah thinks it‘s you personally <ne> 
and he’s worked out that all the seventy deputies are close 
to the Britigh ombasasy and you must act very guickiy te 


disebuse him af this.” 


- {27 - 
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So, I aaid, “Weli, If shell see the Shah tomorrow night at... 
his brother is marrying br. Eghbai’s daughter and there wiil 
he a big party at the Officers Club end the Shah ig bound to 
talk to me.” Weil, T went to thie party and the Sheh ignered 
me entirely, absolutely ignored me. So by then Alam had Gone 
to Anerica but Sram was Still ahout, stiil in bed <¢with the 
fiu>. Ff went back to gee him and — said, “Loot...” He said, 


“Well, You must act immediately.” 


Sa i phoned up the Hinister of Court, who wes Ghods Nekhaii, 
and said, “I wish to see the Shah immediately." Sa I got an 
audience straight away and went ‘round -- he was at the 
Markie Palace, he was stiil working downtown. And I, after 
the usual exchange of pleasantries, I said, “I understand 
that Your Majesty thinks I’m intriguing against your present 
gavernament. Can you tell me why I akould be doing this?" £ 
iooked him atraight in the fece, you see, He woulidn’t took 
m@ in the face, he just ssid, “I accept your word." Sa I 
went on and said, “You may remember, Your Majesty, when I 
arrived in Tehran 448 ambassador you told me you wished me te 
see your prime minister regulariy.” I said, “This waa Mr. 
filam.” find f said, “You were kind enough to say that FT could 
ride your horses at Farahbad and, as you know, every Friday 
ay wife and I go riding there and waually with Mr. Alem. 


*®hen he ceased te he prise minister, beestise hets #& Friend of 
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mine, £ dacided to keep on doing thia and I tald your new 
prime ninister, Mr. Ali Mansour, that I would dea this and he 
Wwaan"f ta think it waa anything against hin.” FT seid, “What 


more couid 7 da?t® And he juat dropped it tike a hat cake. 


But what I heard afterwards from Aram was that, he had aaid 
that Horace Phillips, my counselor, was to he expelled 
hacsuse apparently someone had gone to him and said that, 
Phiitiips had ssid something which implied the British were 


behing this, which was of course absolutely untrue. 


That was the sert of thing one was up against and his 
enormous vindictivenesa and mower ta... IT don’t think tf ever 
got inte trouble with him. Onte f got ... just before I left 
Téhran, when we were having vais about the jaliands. 
Somebody came t¢ sea me and the Sheh had told him that I waa 
-- if was Shahpour Reporter who came toe see me and said that 
the Shah had told him that f£ was conceited, etc., a number of 
things. If wrote, telegraphed London and saaid, “I¢ this is 
true, I’ve ceaséd to be cf any vaive.” So TI went te Alam and 
Said, “Look, I’ve heard thia. Will you check up with the 
Shah and vhet’s ke worried ahout?* IF think I said that aver 
hie j@iande, if the Iranians seized the ialanda while the 
Beitish were still protecting them, it would mean we would he 


at war, beceuse F said we would be bound to react. Anyway, 
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Alan asid, “Gh, the Shah was just joking,” and that waa thet. 


so io never heard anymore. 


=o on the whole I had no troubies with the Shah, but I think 
it was probably hecause, going right beck to that first 
incident if recounted, he was alwaya a little frightened of 


m@. ft don*t know, that’s what I’ve been told by othere. 


G@. Weil, again going back to that early period whén you were 
in fran, {f wonder if you could give me your asgesament of the 
various people who were in positions of power at that tine, 
perhaps beginning with General Zahedi -- what did you think 


of him as 4 bpergon or as a prime minister? 


&. Weli, 1t’s awfully difficult ta renember, but I think we 
regarded him as a atréang nan, regarded hin ga a corrupt man, 
regarded him as @ womanizer, like hia sen. We haven’t got 
ae but we were Mainly concerned to have 4 strong military 
hand from thet point of view, from the British point af view, 
he scemed to ua to be the beat bet for Iran. And when people 
ged to come ‘round, as you know, Irentans would always come 
*yound and complain ~-- they would tell us how corrupt he was 
and ali this stuff -- we'd say, “Gkay, but he’s a strong man 
and you haven‘? hed a strong pring Rinigter tor a lang time.” 


So that was, 7 think, our assessment of him. 
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@.- When he was changed or replaced by Nr. Ala, were you 


Stiji: in Iran at that tine? 
A« Yes. 


0. ‘You seam to indicate that the only signal that the Shafi 
felt he needed to get was Lack is erent oi “ahedi*s name 
when he wae in London. Was that reaily the extent of it, did 
he check with you or any of your people, given you 


forewarning that he was about to do this? 


4. No. He juat, leat*s see, when he went ‘round America and 
Engiand whénever it was, May of “553, because nothing wan aaid 
to him in praise or anything of Zahedi, he aaid, “Okay, FT can 
get rid of him.” So he scted, As beat of my knowledge, he 
never asked uz shout Hosacéin Ala as 8 possibie prime 
mnintster. Of those daya, i have the greatest affection and 
love for Hossein Ala, but I dont think we thought much of 
him in those days, certainiy not as a atrong prime minister, 
i think we, he was 4 sick man too -- he’d had an opereticn, 
come back from Europe, ft waa indicative, the Shah meant ta 


run the country hitseit. 


@e This will come as a surprise to many Iraniana who will 
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izjsten to these tapea in the future, because they would 
as6ume that at thet stage, the Shah would not make such, a 


Major move without getting the assent of... 


&. Wo, no. T’*m reasonably certain, because Roger Stevena 
Kept me informed, I saw ait the papers, £ mean I don’t think 
there waa any question. J say, we were not in favor of Ala 
as a prime minister at that time, What we did, and IT think 
Stevens did make the point when Ala appointed Hamzavi toa be 
hia ~~ Hamzavi was always regarded as 4@ British agent and so 
eon, and he was close te the British -- but when he made hin 
hig court deputy prime miniater, Roger Stevens did sey te Ala 
(wha told Hamzavi, who canplained to me, you knaws, “Why doa. 
you Have such Bbufoonsa iike Hamzavi in your government? But 
that was about alii I could say in terma of any British 


interference. 


In my own case, when I was charge d“afieixs in the summer of 
1955, Ebteheal was head of the Pian Organizetion and there 
Were aigna hefore I left Tehsen that the Shak was thinking of 
getting rid of him. And IT, without any inatructionsa ¥€rom 
pawdeu. T took the line when I aaw the Shah of Baying 
sGkething in faver of Ehtehay, because we at that tine 
Gerteainly thought. Fbtehaz was a driving force, we regarded 


him as an honest chap. And although he had quarreled with 


~ iF - 
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the British Bank of the Middle East or the Imperial Bank and 
ac on, that didn’t. rankle with us in the embassy. Wa 
regarded hin as 8 good man who was highly thought of by the 
World Bank and ae on. And I did asy samething to the Shah to 
iet hin know that we thought it would be a great pity if he 
were to be removed from the Pian Organization. Because you 
remember, there were tremendous sattacks on him from... Sut 
i’m pretty certain that, apart from that nentioning of 
S&btehaj and Hanzavi, we wept abaolutely clean on talking 


&bhout personalities. 


Q. What was your assessment of Entezam as Foreign Minister? 


A. Well, we had very high regard for him, because he waa <a> 
aa peatentiy honest man. He handled the eerily stages of the 
aii negotiations with we, end then with Roger Stevens, 
Britiliantly I think. He was unflappable and basically se 


ratentiy honest. So we had a very high opinion of hin. 


G. And while you were there, there was sat least one elaction 
to the Hayles. Did you have any interest or raie er any kind 


of dealing in the elections? 


A. None wheatseeaver. We got, gust after I arrived there, an 


anonymous letter -- I discovered who it was from later, @ man 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Denis Wright. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 10, 11 October 1984, Aylesbury, England. 
lranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


Wright-<2 


called Ghaffari -- whoa urged the British to intervene, you 
see, in the elections because it was going to he packed by 
American candidates. Thia came to me threugh Nasoud 
Foroughi. T went to N#&sud Foreughi and said to him that 
thia sort of thing, that we get these lettera, I asid, 
“Anybody who sends me this is an enémy of my country and of 
america, and wa’re standing firm.” I gave a press conference 
ahout that time, I haven‘’t got a ciipping of it, But IF did 
give it where I make it. quite ciear that the people who were 


trying to split us and the Americans were not going to win. 


Here it ia, this was sent to me by...it’s not worth reading 
eut the whaie thing. But this arrived with a letter in 
French from Hagoud Forcughi enclosing this memorandum from a 
weli-wisher, a gaod friend of the British and so on. “There 
are well-informed politicians who dare proclaim that the 
Anerican policies responsible for this undue haste in the 
elections and that they want toa acquire a majority in the 
pariiament. If must be ddded that. the government is openiy 
opposing the candidates and persona whom they suppose ere 
pro-British” and so an and so forth. I’m urged te intervene, 
you gee. “The elections had te be nostponed for at least 
three or four months, giving the British enmhasay encugh tine 
of giving assurances of thelr good faith, etc. Gnee the 


Americen money grant is eaten up, Washingtan should, through 
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the Sritish insinuation, encourage the government ta seli ita 


two miliion tones of oil and etc., ete.” 


Anyway, this was the aort of thing -- the anti-American 
element asking ua te intervene in the elections. We 
absaoluteiy eet cur face againat any acort of intervention in 
these elections and IF know Roger Stevens took exactly the 
game line. People used toa come to us, asked ta be made 
deputies for this. or that and we gave them short shrift, we 
aeid, “This ia not our business." And that went oan all of my 
time sa samnbasaader and I“m certein it went on under my 


predecessor, Harrigon, toa. 


Q. So whetever Interference there may have been during the 


13408 did not continue. 


A. Moa, I think not. You gee, when we went back in 19593, we 


decided that there’d get te be an absolute Bbresk. 


G. iI think we may have missed the last two sentences. 


4. Koger Stevens and 7 teok exactiy the same Line that we 


were not going to interfere and I’m reasonably certain that 
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Geoifrey Harrison took the same line. and certainly when I 
went hack to Tehran in ‘63 as ahbassedar, I took the sane 
dine. I’ve not seen anywhere any eguggestion that the 
British, either secretiy or leas secretiy, got invoived in 
any way in trying to intiuence the elections. Or the tine 


the Shah should have an election. 


@. Did yau have any concern 2bout the way the Shah was -- I 
suppose that maybe this should be asked later, but at least 
at that fime ~~ the way fe was beginning ta concentrate power 
in his own hands. Did you heve cencern that this may have 


some negative repercussions? 


A. i don’t fhink we did in that fireat period, “SS-"‘S5, thet 
we were worried about, we had very Littie faith in the Shah’s 
character. Therefore, we didn’t have much faith in hia 
judgment or hia coeilection of people he surreunded himself 
With. What we always looked tor was, hoped for rather, 
tooked for but, hoped for that vyou’d get. samé strong man as 


prime minister, But the Shah would never tolerate it. 


But I know in Hoger Stevens’ very tast dispateh, when he lett 
“- whenever he lett, must have been “88, I think it was -- 
hig tine was that the British sheuid nave the minimum te do 


with the Shah and the royal femily. He had a vary Low 
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opinion of them. Certainly, when I want back te Tehran in 
i363, my firat dispatch -- T can quate from it, if you Like 
“7 Was aa tong as the Shah waa here, there’a no good caning 
to this country. I revised sy ideas later as the Shah seened 
te take hoid of it, but in those first few wonths I was in 
Tehran in 1963, I had a very poor view af the Shah and 
theught no good would come. I’ve gat it here, I could 


actually quote. 


Thig is @ digpaten I sent on Funé 1963, what ome calis one’a 


first. impressions. and J quote now: 


Io do not believe for one moment that the weakness of 
character and Judgment that the Shah has shown in the 
peat have been exorcised, though he gives ean impression 
of maturity and better understanding of international 
problems. The country ia waiting for leadership which 
sonehow, despite all of the breve words, the Shah never 
quite provides. So idng as the army and security 
forces reusin loysi «and without them, the Shieh is 
docmed> and aliowed ne alternative leader, no Mossadegh 
to emerge, the country wili prebsabiy tag aiong for sone 
time behind the oniy leader they have. Sut inless acee 
progress if made to satiety the szsteriai hopes raised 


by the retorm progran, there wiil eventually be 
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trouble. 


Now that was 63. And that was, it reflected Roger 
sievens” view too. $F think that Harrisen before he 
ieft, Just before I arrived, saw a siight glimmer of 
hope in the Shah, he thought he was getting down te 
reform and ag on. When I jleft the country, Id came 
“Found to the same conclusion, that the Shah wae 
providing, sav Leadership which one hadn’“t suspected 


hetore. 


G. How about Seyyed Zia? What did you, how did you 


46sess him aS a person, a5 2@ leader, ag a statesman? 


fA. Well, i regarded him as juat an interesting, 
picturesque eccentric Lliviang in the country, farming. 

4A nedern Cincinnatus, you might say. There had been 
talk, at the time of the Mossadegh troubles, before I 
wae invoived in Persia, that he’d be a possible, 
suitable prime mifitater. TI would never have aubacribed 
te that, I dant think, because he was too much af a 
dilettante, @& dreamer and ac on. Although he was vary 
close to Jahn Fearniy tmy Nugber 273 and to Sadsedi ¢Cthe 
mean IF mentioned whe wea in the emhasay}, we, whether it 


we ma or Rager Stevens or Harriaon, never took hin 
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seriously ag @ coming political figure, 


GQ. Weil, perhaps now we can go to your return to Iren. 


& I muat mention ane littie inetdent on my laat ... 
in Tehren, beceus@ it’s worth putting down, I think. I 
was recailed fa London on proasotion tao be ar 
undersecretary, to be beck in London by October 1955. 
When the Shah heard I was going, he decided hed give a 
dinner in honer of ny wife and myself, a farewell 
dinner. And thia took piace in September, I think the 
ivth of Sapterber i955, at Gadabed. Queen Soraya was 
ebroad then, he was on his own and he, apparently he 
was rehearsing -+ ft*s very interesting that = nan 
called Shahpour Reporter wea involved, ciase te the 
Sheh then and we heard through shahpoaur Renerter that 
thera were going te be French wines eat the dinner and 
that the Shah was reheersing «a littie speech he was 


going fo give, 


Wall, at fhis dinner, which tack piace in a tent, 
beautiful little tent un at Sadabead Palece, <¢there 
were>y my wite and myself, two other members of the 
eabasey etatir and on the Iranian side, there was 


Assdclilsh diam, thera was General Teimour Bakhtiar ‘the 
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head of SAVAK), thera was General Nisari (the future 


head of SAVAKI... 


iW. Nasiri. 


&. Nasiri, and there was another Bakhtiar (who was a 
court chamberlain, who was around the court for years 
~- I"ve forgotten his nane now, but he was a 
noan-entity) and Shahpour Renorter. fF waan’t asked wha 
Should He 4f the dinner, it was the Shah. And the Shah 
made g nice littie speech, thanking me for having got 


relations going and so on. 


Well after dinner -- a beentifult mooniight night, we 
gaat in deck chaira; he got Bakthiar or one of then to 
take my wits and the other guests around tea aomea of the 
other pateces, the littie palace that Reza Sheh had -- 
i wes left sitting with the Shah in the moonlight with 
his bia dog. and £ had instructions from the Foreign 
Office that if before I left Tehren I had opportunity, 
I shouid fireat of all compiein about an order for 
telephone equipment which had been given te Stenmens 
when it was almdsat in the bag for the British Post 
Office or ane of the British firma (I’ve forgotten) and 


wed aent out. But the Shah had suddenly switched, we 
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Siways hbelievad it because Nemazea, one of Nemnazee’s 
Wives wae his nistress at the time, yau know. I was 
teid let it Be known We regard this, really, a bit of 
dirty work. And secondly, if I had got an apportunity, 
Twas to sudgeat that he ahould get tougher with the 


mulieahs. 


Well, I hac the opportunity. The Shuh was saying, you 
knew, “welationa area now on €@ very fine fotting. Were 
Beck tae aa goad 4 rélationship as weve ever had: hut 
the only trouble has Been wheat the British press has 
been aaying about the Bahe’i travhles." ‘You renember 


in thet summer there was Baha’i trouble. 


O. But they destroyed, or... 


A. The fempie, Gen. Batmanghelich knocked down the 
temple. They murdered Fo’ad Rohani’s brother. They 
murdered Beaha’is in Yard and Kerman and so om. It wee 
a very nasty incident and there had been quite a 


British press critician. 


I knew from Alam that the Shah ned been bleckmailed by 
the clergy, particuiarly by Boroujerdi. And Alam had 


Shown me, and jm hia house he had them the was Minister 


= ee 
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of interior then) 4 picture of Soraya in a bikini that 
had appeared in some American paper. And aieso, there 
was an account in another time that the Shah was 
alleged to be the father of a child by «a Mra. Cabot 

_ Lodge. They hac gone to Alam and said, “Lock, we're 
going to publicize ail thie uniess,” and the price waa, 


“let us heave &# bash at the Bahai’a,” 


Anvuay, London knew all this end they said if I got a. 
chance, I should say something to the Shah about being 
totighes. Sa ¢ did, F said, “You know, my 
government..." he had known thia criticism abot the 
Bahai“’s, I seid, “Well, whoa reaponsible?” I said, 
"It*s the clergy who have done it and we would Lime te 
see what your father did and get much tougher with the 
Rullahs and the ulanmss and ac an.” And he aaid, “I’m 
not. strong enorpgh.” I’ve forgetten the wards, but, 


aBamething like that. 


Then I complained to Rim abdéut the Si@mens thing. He 
aid ~~ it obviously hit him herd -- he asid, “Strange, 
they he didn’t aay who}, they told me the Britiah 
wanted the Germans to get the order.” 2 seid, 


“Absolute nonsenadc,* 
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Two days iater, he aent Shahpour Beporter ...The Shab 
was using Shahpour <- if wasn’t the other way around, 
YOu Age ~- to gee me, to aay the Shah wished me to, ha 
Waa very worried at what I said about Siemena and je 
wae sorry about it and he would Like to think that it 
wae all over and when I saw him next, could I just let 
him Know that, as far as ft was concerned, TT... f 
mean, he was nervous at British reaction, you see. Se 
i knew there was going to be « reception for the king 
of Saudi Arabia or something, and I said, “Yes; when £ 
aee the Shah there, F will say that that matter is 
finished.” Well; I bowed over his hand, ft did, I mean 
that was a... But the intereating thing about this 
dinner was that when later I was ambassador in Iren, f 
had been in the diplomatic corps tor two yéars, Hut the 
shah would néver dream than of giving a dinner for any 
anhasaader, a5 fer an I know, let atone a caunselar, 
Aharge d*“atfairs which I waa then and qoeing te 2a lot of 
trouble to make a little apeech. IF just recount this, 
@ curious little incident in my relations with the 


Shak. 


Ws. You mentioned General Bakhtiar es being one af the 
dinner guests. Did you ever meet hin or get to knaw 


hin or form any impression of him? 
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A. Yes, J didn*t know him well, A very handsome chap. 
fomet him in London ence hecanse hea had two chiidren 
Who were, T think, down at Brighton or somewhere, 
staying with a family. He seked whether we could look 
them up and my mother Lived near Brighton, sco I went. 
end saw these kide once. He was grateful and when he 
came to London, he came to aee us about that in London. 


But I didn’t know him well st all, 


Rut F can tell you a curious incident about, again 
showing the Shah’s extraardinary behavior. Bakhtiar, 
after he got into trouble with the Shah, was exiled to 
Switzerland. And he tried very hard, before J went. as 
anpbassador to Tehran, to see me. I was going aver to 
Switzerland to do some skiing, get inte practice again. 
And through his counsui~general, the Shah’s 
consul-general, Sanendaji, whe was then conaul-general, 
wrote to me when he heard I’d been appointed ambassador 
fo aay he wanted to coma over to London ta gee me. And 
I aeid, “There’a absolutely no point, Fm going to be 


in Geneva end I can see you then.” Soa we had dinner. 


@. With Bakthiar? 


qt eS 
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A. Ne, with Sanandayi and hia wate, 


MQ. And it was one long tirade againat the Shah and hia 
jand reéforma. I mean, if I had repeated that at the 
time, then he would have beén in prison or certainly 
last hig job. But I mean, he waa abaclutely fanatic. 
4nd then he said that “Gen. Bakhtiar is here and wants 
to see you." Well, I said, “Im not prepared to see 
him.” He said, “Well, you muat see him.” J said, “In 


¥Yery Sorry. 7 


Welt. Iowas ataying with an American friend, who had 
heen in the London embasay, and Sanendajyi knew I wae 
staying there. Seo next day, Bakhtiar telephoned me 
there and said he wished te aee me. and £ refused, I 
said nothing doing. And I didnt see him, ac that was 
that. Anyway, ?77 @s an aside, but later in, when he 
continued £9 be in diagrace, he turned up in Nice where 
the British consul was an old friend of his and calied 
on the cansui unannounced. And the consul reported 
this to London and to Tehran. Se sa soon as IT heard 
this (ive forgotten what year it was, about “66, ‘663, 
I said, “We muet tell the Shah, because once he heare 
ef this trom any other, we're in trouble.” So I teaid 


the Sheh and 2 seid thet this chap turned un 
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unannounced and had been given Lunch by the British 


Sonsul and that was that. 


Well, about & year, or year or more later, Alam got 
hold of me and said, “There’s very seridus trouble for 
you. The Shah haa information that the British are 
intriguing with Bakhtiar and are in touch with hin 
through their consulates in Europe.“ Soa I eaid, “I 
den’t think this ta true, but I*il check up.” Sea, we 
telegraphed to London and F said would they censuli any 
of Bakhtiar‘’as friends, I mentioned Prof. Lampton in 
particular, because she was 4 great admirer of 
Bakhtiar. And the answer came back, “No, nobody’s seen 
him at all; the oniy one was this meeting in Nice.“ Sa 
I went back ne Alam and. aaid, “No, but you mey remember 
that on such and such 4 date, I teid the Shab about a 
meeting between Bakhtier and our conaui,... Have you any 
other evidence?” And the Shah had to admit Ae’d got neo 
other suiaenee: hig memory had niayed him faise. But 
thet was the sort of auspicion I was up against wath 


the Shah the whele tine, you see, 


G. But while you ware there in the ‘SOs snd he wae, I 


suppose whet, military governor af... 
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4. Miiitary governar and then became head of Sav: k, 


JUSTE i om 
OQ, Hid you heave any neetinga with him or any... 


A.  didn*t know... I gmt again, ... he aent Shaehpour 
Reporter and this is why I became very suspicious and 
have been eyer since Of Reporters integrity, because 
When this. Baha‘i troubie was at ites height in the 
Bumner of “SO, there had been criticism in the British 
preas and ec on and the Persians were worried. 
Reporter cane to see the British ambassador, Reger 
Stevens, to tell hin, “Look, I’ve juat been im Gen. 
Rakbtiar*’s af fice and I heard him on the telephone 
giving inatructiona that thete waa to be a strong 
Suppression of any attacks aon the Bahea’ia.” and so -an, 
He’d daid hed heard thia by chance as a telephone 
conversation. 2 said, “I don’t believe it for a 
minute. fF don’t believe you’d just ge inte Bakhtiar“s 
office.‘ and he’dad gone straight “*reund to the American 
enbassy and told the Amerigans the fame thang. And i 


guess he was used to srompt information. 


4, Trying ta what, promote the idea that Bakhtiar head: 


nothing to do with thia? 


oe ee 
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A. No, that the Shah was taking notice and was 


clanping down hard, you aee,. 
. ft see. 


A. And this wea done et Ggither the Shah“a regueat or 
Rekhtiar“s. But after that, [f alwaya regarded Shahpour 
Reporter as @, you might say, aa an agent of the Sheh 


a8 huch a& & British agent and never trusted him. 


Q@. ff guess what I was trying to ask about Bakhtiar, 
esince he was really the first head of the SAVAK and so 
mich wads made cf the SAVAK in later years, what signs, 
i£ any, you hed af the time ae to what sort of a 


“ponater” was heing creeted and whether you had any 


thoughts about doing anything about it st the tine? 


A. No, iomean there were certain links Hetween 
Bakhtiar, SAVAK, and our own intelligence people -- I’m 
mot prepared to go into detaiia, I den“t knew them ~~ 
But there were links which cottinued right throrgh “til 
the end, really. But JI don’t, certainly on the embasay 
aide in those dayea, we did not regard SAVAK as a... 


the dangerous, sert of monster it became in later 
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Years. I méan, one wanted some sort of diacipline and 
order in the country and I think -~ F¥ think, I can’t be 
eertain -- But I think cur generai feeling was that 
it*s 4 good thing to have some power which ia going to 
suppress, there waa a ¢ Communist Party, you remember, 
thet Bakhtiar uncevered and I think it waa & genuine 
plot, it wasn’t s cackead-up job at ali. And one 


Welcomed that aart ef thing. 


GG. Well, whet was the backgraund to your becoming 


anhassadar ta Iran... 
A. if den’t quite know. 
@. In i863. 


A. “S33. I was ain the area, t had gone to Ethiopia. ff 
knew I wasn’t going to be there long. I’d asked ta go 
to Ethiepia, or to Raétmandu or Kabui, I liked those 
remote posts and £ didnt want to get pushed off to 
Faris or Washington whera I warn likely te go as 
wenmeRtS Rinister, 2 knew these were the joba I wae 
meant to be... So I took atepa ta go to Addia Ababa, 


but. was told =f wouldn’t be there very iong. 
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And then 3 was called back te London rather hurriediy 

to take over African affairs temporarily in place of 

Roger Atevena, whe heen moved to some 6ther job, But 

was fold when I get this telegram, I think in August : 
1962, in Addis Ababa that the intention waa to send me 


te Tehran the foliowing spring when Harrison retired, 


What Were the motives? I mean I think the fact wes 
that f had meade a certain name for myself in Iran that 
first time, that F get on weil with the Shah despate 
that early caontretemps as evidenced eat this fearewelidi 
dinner he gave to me. Then I got dealings with him, I 
mentianed hia dealings with the Russians, yau see. And 
he did feil & mémseer of the embasay ateff (I’ve got the 
letter s0nevhere here} in 19627 when he waa reflecting 
about his dealings with the Russians, He said that it 
wae My intervention that head switebed him. And he said 
sonething eaebout that he had complete faith in my 
integrity ar something. and F think things like that 
mney have persuaded the Foreign Office that Tehran was a 
Place to send me. Although when a new member of my 
ataff came out fo Addis Ababa, just before I left, he 
told me I wae going to Turkey. Se I started brushing 
up sy Turkish. Anyway, it wees Tehran, mich to my 


delight. 
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@. Which officer of the Foreign Office would actually 


initiate « new anbeseadort 


A. It would probabiy, at that level, I think -- see, 
Tehran 14 ohe af Gur major posta -- it would start 
probabiy et the head of the personne! department or it 
Right even be the permanent undersecretary. You can’t 


teli, f mean, it“a an awful lot of Luck, you know. 
@. It dsesan’t ga from the [ran deak, fer ineteancet? 


a. No, no. It wouldn“t be from there, not at all. 

No, ii would come from the personnel side, I expect. fF 
don’t know whe waa permanent undersecretary. Harold 
Catcher was, though he wasn’t @ particular friend of 
mine, Hut I“d never said T wanted ta go ta Tran aa 
ambassador. I mean © just left it to fate te send me 
Wherever iiey wanted toe. send ne. te hadnt gotten any 


children, a6 iff didn’t really matter. 
@. So, how did you prapare for your... 


A. Well, I came back, you see, to stand in for Roger 


Stevens on Atgricen efifeirs. Hia job, which was to act 
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as Number 2 to Rad¢T} Butler, Lord Butler, on Khodesie 
cane to an end much quicker than he =xpécted. Sa he 
wanted ta come bdck te hix job in the Foreign Office, 
So there I wes, hurriedly brought back from Addis sbahea 
ead after a month, heen teld thet my joh Aad come to an 
end, Koger Stevens”, So, I was then asked whether I 
would ga to United Nationa as the representative on the 
colonial aide in place of Lard Carrington, who wasn’t 
Lord Carrington then, he was Sir Neil Foote(?), whe had 
resigned in disgust at the Conservative Party“a 
policies, 2 think, over Ehodesia. And any time I 
refused a job, I really refused it. I said, "Mo, 
won't go, because you toid me I-m going to Iran in the 
pring. If © go fo the United Nations, obvicusiy F 


@hould be kept there, and that’s that.‘ 


7o ft refused. So he said, “What de you want ta da, 
Weli, in the meantine7" “Anyway, send m&@ te the School 
of Orienteai and African Studies ta da a crash course in 
Peraian.” Soa that’a what I did, if went off and because 
T’d never, aithough I’d had isaeona in Persian the 
first tine I waa there, I hedn*’t dome really much. So 
I went off and saaw Nancy Lembton. I told her that I 
wae foe much in dwe of her te, Id be frightened but 


could she dive ne Boneone, se she gave me one of her 
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Persian staf, Haidari. S50 I did a crash course, I 
mean I knew it was tea late in life to become a fluent 
acholer, but at ieaat, I said "I want to be able to 
speak and to read newspapere.* and ceally, I got that 


far, 30 it was @ very useful interlude, really. 


M. How long did that take? 


A. Weli, I was there, I suppose, fron Gecember through 


until Apriit or March. TI had ahoaut four manths of it. 


O, That*s very goad. 


A. if worked at it avery day, you see. Sa it was = 
very userul thing, because by the time I’d heen in Iran 
a yeer or two, I had continued tezsona and I cauld ga 
“round the country and talk to gavernors without 
interpreters and that acrt af thing. F could make the 
Siuple speeches and so on, but I’ve never become, or 


intend £0 he a echeler in Persian. 


Q. Fo when dic you go hack? And this time, haw did 
you try to bring yourselz up te date as ta what had 


happered in Irant : 
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A. Weli, I apent time in the Foreign Office reading 
through beck pépersa. IT saw every poasible peraon f 
couid and of course, I’d learnt a lot in my first tine 
in Tran. Sa IT went back in April 1968, 3uet after the 
Plebtacite the Shah had thet year: he launched his 


Six-point reform program and he... 


Gd. What yas the impression in London ahaut this reform 


program at the time? 


A. il thirk prebebiy pretty skeptical at the tine, I 
thank. I quoted from ny first impression of the Shah 
and I think we were all very akeptical and had no high 
opinian of ‘the Shah. If wasn*t until reaily the end af 
the year, or the next yeer things seaned to leak 
hetter, the Shah. And in fact, the turning point, in 
my judgment, was the Muharram riote of 1963, June when 
the Shah clamped down pretty hard an the mullaha. #4 
good many peonle were kilied, I mean there are atl 
BOorte of idean of how many peapie were killed. fF 
Tooted up, just tee days ago in the Foreign Office, my 
diapateh at the time and I recorded about a hundred 
people? and I atili atick te thet figure, although many 
people, hoth British and Iranians, will teil you thet 


hundreds, thavueands were killed, 
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But. I’ve got various reasons for sticking tc that 
figure. ne ia that IT waka there and the amount of 
ehooting that Went on Wea not very great and it laated, 
oft and on, very spasmodiceally for I think three daya- 
i can quote from -- my diary’s thera if you iikhe. We 
Were Lloéking at Gholhak, we noved up freely, there was 
mo question of not heing able to move about freely. TI 
Waa in Addis Afaba in 1360 when there was a revolt 
against the Emperor Haile Selassie, when thera was 4 
lot of shoating and @ven rockets and aircraft were used 
and then 500 peonle were filled. The amount of 


S. viang thet went of was minute compared with that. 


4nd I alec asked Aldn, jJuat efter it was over, hav many 
people snd said 94. And he said he based that an the 
peopie who had gone for, reportea of buriais and pedéplie 
asked for pensione. And F asked him the same thing 
Yeara jiater when he was ma longer prineé minister, just 


before i left, and he gave me the same figure. 


4nd the last time I saw the Shah -- which vas at 
Waesau, when I went out to see him in 1979 -~ and we 
had a jong taik about many things and I asked him how 


many and he aeid 10. f¢ seid, "Well, Ne. Alem toid pre 
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34 end ft aiways ma;ntained that it was that sort of 
tigure, samething about ion." And he thought for a fey 
minutes and stuck ta his figure of 140. And © still 
think that, because I notice in this repert (I havent 
gat. it here, £ aaw it in the Foreigr: Office two days 
4gG+ that aithough there was a certain amount oF 
trouble in Yom, we got no reports in at the time -- and 
we Fad. in Gom £ don*t know, But in other places we had 
British. consul people +- nobody reported ta their 
SesAes any sort of big slaughter of people send sa on. 

I think the number of people killed was much amalier 
than has ever been... I don’t know what you think about 


this, but... 
Q. I dan*tt have any... 


A. But. I’ve had big arguments with Iranians as well as 
ethers, end nebody has ever convinced me that He SEY SS 
anything i:tfe the sort of hundreds of people whick 
ane’s been told. 4nyway, I juat give you that aa an 


. &@ide, 


Q. Could you dieeribe your arrival in Tehran ag 


asbascador? 
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A. Wall, I turned up there. There were varioua people 
ta ... the Gommonwealth ambassadors were an the 
platform, on the saphalt of the airport to meet me. 
And one Engiiah lady, Mias Paimer-Smith. Woaw Miss 
Pelmer-Smith «-~ I had never heard about Hies 
Palher-Smith ~~ she’s one of the charactera who in the 
imagination of many Iranians is 4 major British any. 
Miss Palmer-Smith originally went out ta Tran as the 
governess to Sir Ciyde, whet wes hia name, somebody 
Clyde who was a British ambaassedor there in 1926 oar 
aomething. And ashe went as governess to the daughter 
oF this ambassador, or minister he was, and instead of 
leaving when the Clydes left, ashe atayed cn and becene 
governess in the Savam family in Shiraz. dnd as you. 
xnow, one of the Gavams, Malektaj Gavan married 
Assadoitah Alam. And she continued, after the devan 
children had grown up, to teach Engiish in Tehran. I 
think she wea heinped tinancialiy by the Gavam family, 
ane had no money of her own. And she taught a great 
many Iranians, frém Dr. Eghbal, Ebteha; downwards, 
Bngiteh @nd Bocaxc fuli of fer awn self-importance but 


was #@ harmiesas cid girt. 


Well, when ft was due to come out as ambsssador, ahe 


tolid the British charge d‘affeira, Horace Phillipa, 
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that she wanted te be on the asphalt at the airport te 


Reel He. 
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Aw Then FPAiltiines toid her thet the oniy people on the 
esphalt would bé the Commonveslth ambassadors and himselr and 
the chet de pretocol. Well, Hiss Peimner-Smith never took no 
for @n answer and «eq she ianthedirately phoned up Mr. Jahanbani, 
Who wae the chet da protocol and one of her pupils, or his 
father, and demanded ta be on the sephait. Sa sure encugh, 


she was on the asphalt to meet me. 


z quote this story because Palmer-Smith did have a ist of 

influence emong the Trariians. She would sometimes telephones 
ne and say that, "So and so, &@ British subject, 18 1n prisan 
for knocking dewn somebody and Kitling him snd you must get 


him out.” And I would say, “ivm not going to get bin out, 
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he’a in prigon for having broken Iranian law.” Seo she would 
then telephone toe Mr. diem or to Mre. Alam or té Or. Eqhbel 
and have him out of prison. She couid do what the Britiah 


ambassador wouldnt do. She was that aart of woman. 


Anyway, ehe aise had, what had given her @ sénse of her great 
importance was Robert Clives’ daughter. Moomi ‘f} {teo] whom 
she had acted asa tutor, narried Ceafirey Harrison, who’d come 
back to Tehran &s my predecessor as ambassadar. So, she was 
Sivays in and aut af tha anbeassy all through the Harrison 
period, J heard thie from Mre. Hiida After ¢?7)3, just berere I 
vent out to Tehran, that “*You’ili find Palmer-Smith is running 


fhe embassy.” 


So I took fairiy drastic atens after f arraved in Tehran and 
the first time -- she was siways invited to ail the big 
Parties, becapae Alam was prine minister and Htrs. Alam was 
her close friend. And so there was Gai Debaulle who came, £ 
think, snd she demanded she should be taken in the 
ambassadorial Rolis to the evening reception. I said, "Very 
Ae. You must qo in & tam: or something ¢ise.” <Aand after 
one or flwa thinga Like that, putting my foot down, I rad 
Pailmer-Smith in her place, I had no more trouble with her. 
But aha was firmiy believed by many Tranians te be sort of 4 


secret agent. In fact. she had sbsacintely na political sense 
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whatsoever, and insofar as she ever gave me any information 
(Maybe once or twice she came ind, it was always wrong. She 
Ws juat, you know, one lett her to fier good work. she did a 
ist on hospitais and things iike that and was very gaod 
extracting money from people like Br. Eghbsl for her 


Gharities, you see. But that’s Palmer-Smith. 


Twrote a littie ohituary about her when ashe dies, in The 
Times. Eventually ve had to bail her aut, because ahe 

Was @ are@at spendthrift, she never kKert any money. In the 
end she qot very 111 and we fiew her home to England and put 
her in a nursing heme in Sussex. And peid for her, &@ nurber 
of us, I mean the British subscribed and we paad for her 
antit she died. And there sha is. Anyway I did @2 little 


paces in The Tames about her when she died. 
ag. So, when was the first time you saw the Shah. 


A. Well, I saw hin a few days later to present credentials. 
He took me aside for his, you Know, the ususl little 
tete-a-tete conversation. He ananee nentiaon the iaat fine 
i’vd seen him, which waa over the Russian deal. He made out 
the iaset tine he’d seen me was when I waa in Tehran in i383, 
implying thet, “Bon’t you ever talk to me about that Ruesian 


deal,” Bo We never talked sbout it, ever. But it was a2 
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Friendly talk and I say him from time to time, but nothing 


like as regularly as cumor had it. 


Whan my auccessor, Peter Ramsahothan, went out, he had the 
impression i was se@éing the Shah every week. if said, “Noe, f 
sometimes qa three months, iL don“t see hin.” Aran, the 


foreign minister, who was an honest little man, but a rather 


Week man and was frightened of the Shah -- he wes very mucn 4. 
Séli-mada man, as you Know -~- née urged me toa see the Shah 
regularly, every week. I said, “Ne, I’m not gaing te.” ££ 


didn’t want to get caught up with the Span. and I never dad, 
T mean I saw him when I had business: if I had anything which 
I ¢couid do threugh ALam or the prime minister or the foreign 
wanister, i did it. I dadn’*t want to get caught up with the 


Shah. 


OG. What do you mean by “ceught up," what were you afraid of? 


A. Well, ?T??, you get caught un with, first of ali, you get. 
ante the Court cirele, which If didnt want to get involved in 
anyway, because T had the iowest opinion of Princess dAshrat 
and ali the rest of them. IF didn’t want to feel that I was 
fivays at the Sheah’s beck and call, and you know, he would 
nake increasing use df one, if wouldn”t do me any godd wath 


my relations with the, you might say, the Iranian people. Tf 
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mean, one has an image toa think of and I didn’t want the 
enbeassy ta be iocked upon as being in the Shah’s packet. I 
mean, i took exactly the same line when I was in Addis Abana, 
i wouldnt get myselit caught up. fF used te go riding with 
ene GF Haile Seisasie’s qranddaughters, But apart from thet, 
2 kept them al arm’s iength. Gnd that was my policy in 


iran. 


Q@. And this was something that was at your discretion as 


anbageeacoar... 


fe Yes, 


GQ. The FPoreigqn Office didn’t have an opinion on it? 


A. No. I mean they were quite happy with my relationship. 
You aee I had & very heaithy relationship with the Shah. Tf 
think it goes back to that early encounter with hin and, as i 
tald you, I had a confrontation with hin over Horace Philiips 
and the Americen immunifiies ir my séecond year. Bui fF wea 
elweays very careful not fo upset hin, because ance you lost 
his. gondwili, you were finiehed. If I had anything 
unpleasant to ssy, I used te either say, “E’n going te say 


“- 


something to Your Majesty you won’t like,” and he*d brace 


himself and say, “Well... and I think I suceeeded in not 
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reaity upsetting hin. 


O. Tt seems toa me that the first soert of major event that 
took place ater your arrival was the 15th of Khordad 


incident in Gem and thé uprising. Is that correct? 


A. Yes. Ftwas, yes. And that, I may say, f thought at the 
time, and Tf still think, was the right decision by the Shah. 
Later, ali right, the mullahs and so on becane powerful, but 
that was for other réasons. At that tine, and running 
through my reports back home after that, 12 that thie waa 4 
turning point in terms of political stability, which fran hed 
never nad. For that reagan, over the next few years, one S44 
the Sheh launching his reform program, carrying out ea Lot of 
what I considered good things for the country: raising the 
atendard of laving, improving moraie, getting reads capen. 


You know, alt this sart of thing, 


So F, although F had always @ suspeicn cf the Shah. going 
right beck ta my eariy encounters with him, I had an 
increasing, Jet’s say, reapect for his Lleaderehin, and 
thought he had turned aver a new leat. Partiy because he had 
got, funcleari, happily married and had chil@ren,. which te 
Giways wanted, and # aon and beir. And by-and-large he had 4 


happy family lite, aithough he went off at tangents with 
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other women. Nevertheless, an the whole he had a hanpr-: 
family lite. And he was succesaful over his oit revenves. 


Ha got. those increased ali the time. 


ma, mY Later years were certainiy anes where I thought the 
Shah was doing 8 good job, and should he supported by the 

British. But F was careful never ~- I think I succeeded -- 
in becoming tao identified with the Shah, perasoneaily. And 
ecertainiy not with his royal family, his owm Family, wham I 


didn’t think much af. 


G. Did you have any inkling of the event that preceded the 


riotat 


4, The only thing -- in my last two déspatches from Tehran I 
talked about troubles ahead. But I didn’t anticinate any 
troubles from the mulisahs or clergy. f= saw it nore fron the 
students and inteiteactuais. Buti ©T didn’t gm into any ... i 
did a deanatch, just before I ieft, on student troubias -- a 
leng despstch on that. IF indicated there wea a great deai of 


diasatiafaction in the universities ard so on. 


And on ny 60th birthday. the 23rd of March, 1971 -- this ia 
part. of the deapatch on students -- I quote: "The White 


Ravolution, having solved the immediate probliam of Irant,e 
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POBLwar society, has stinuleated the expectations of the 
rising generation in «a way which could bring a fundamental 
change to ali the t#tocratic concepts on which even the White 
Revalutian was foen.2d. This challenge wiil aimost certainly 
came in the Sheh’sa a_fetine, and posaifly in the next few 


yeara.” 


And then, on the 20th of April, the day before I Jeaft Tahran 
for good, I wrote as follows (fF was giving a general summary 
of my feelings about things): “However, deapite the progress 
and prosperity of recent years, much criticiam goes on. 
Student unrest bas increased and poses a new problem as well 
48 4 Warning that the future Will be far leas plein sailing.” 
So, I saw thangs 4s distursing,. but cartauinly caen’t -- and I 
don“t think at that moment the clergy, thea muilaha, were a 
danger. I think that déveloned subsedguently as ecanonmic 


policies and other things .... 


G. Fhere aré peopie who conmsider the period when Amini 
became prime minister, aust prior to Mr. Alam being appointed 
prime minister, 8a @ sort af opportunity where power could 
have become less concentrated in the hands of the Shah and 
Tran could have become a Littie more democratic. But yet, at 
the tine thet you returned to iran, if I am correct. Amind 


Wes in diagrace and most of the Nationel Front leadere were 
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in prison av the time, + wonder how, at that tine, you 
peopie todked at this situvetion, whether this was samnething 


that was regrettable ar was in the nature of things? 


A. ft can*’t really remember. We certainiy regarded Alam as 
Just |e atcege qf the Shah. We didn’t have any high regard 
for hin aS @ prime tiniater, afi all. Aithough we did give 
him eredit for the tirm line at the Muharram riots, and vere 
qlad he teak the helm. Na, 2 think we’d accepted the fact 
that the Sheh was very much his own master, and that if he 
previded the leadership, as that quotation i read earlier 
this morning, JI nad great deubte about his leadership in 


tnese eariy days. 


But, ftovards the end of that year, one saw him teking more 
and mara under his own wing, and doing iat rather welt. But fi 
think, a5 the years went by, one seemed ta think. ane feéit, 
that he was taking an tec much, he wouldnt delegate. And, 
an the end —-- f haven’t got any extract from its here, Sut ff 
faoked if up two days aqé, im thig faneal deapatech of mine, £ 
gaad that he’d got into @ position where he was taking ail 
Lhe epmail decisions, ali sorts cf decisione, and ne one man 
could come with that. What one was frightened of was that he 
would do something silly because he juet hadnt got the 


hnawiledce, and might resort to brinkeamanship in a way which. 
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would get Sim into serioua trouble. 


But one didnt anticapate the way things went, heteause ane 
didn’t know then that there was going to be this great 
increase in ail money in 1973-74, and the consequences of 


that, which, to my mind, led no to the final colianse. 


Also, £ ietft in Amril, “Yi. and I believe, with handsaght 
now, that “7i was a turning point tn the Shah’s own makeé~up. 
Although, &s early as 19635 ar “66, 1 was writing to Londch 
and saying that the Shah was increasingly reluctant to listen 
to anybody whe criftacised or suggested. Right on eariy, diem 
had toid me, “The Shah woar’t Listen," and so on. Hy the tine 
il left, this was very apperent. Even the Shahbanu carried no 


geight with him at all, aecording to Alan. 


What happened in. *¥1 -- this i8 not new to you -7r were three 
things which If thank profoundcdiy afreacted the Shah. The first 
was hig Hig access on the oil negotiations, ih January and 
February. For the farst time it was OPEC, realiy the Shah, 
whe called the price at which o11l shovid be solid. Eig¢ 


Bucceae 


The second thing was the Persepolis, Takht-1 Jamahid 


celebration, 2500. Ali the worid came and kowtcowed and maid 
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lip-service to the Shah. That went to his head. 


And then, thirdly, and most important of all, was the British 
Pulling sut of the Persian Guilt in Nevember, and the fact 
that we and the Americans both agre@ed that the han to take 
the place of the Brittah as tha policeman in the Gulf was the 
Shah. And the subsequent Nixon-Kissinger decision to let the 


Shah have every sort of sophisticated weaponry he wanted, 


I think all these things combined to make the Shah think he 
could do no wrong and he went on from one mistake to another, 
you s¢e2. tT mean, changing the calender, a bit jater -- 


anything more stupid, can one imagine! 


GO. = guess the point I was trvihg to find out was whether in 
1963 you, #8 the British ambassader, or the British 
governnent, had any eee s in trying to see Iran develcp 
politically ae well eas ecanomicaliyv and socially. What sort 


of @ path did you see for this to teke piace 


A. I don’t think we did. I think thet we alwaya hoped that 
it would werk ott towerda some form of democratic government 
eventually. Firat of ali, we weren’t Prepared to intervene. 
I never gave advice to the Shah on how he shoyid run hia 


fountry, his. internal affnirs. +s think wea were prepared toa 
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iat him ge his own pace, haning that he wouid neve in the 
right direction. He used tao make soothing noises 
occasionally ahout democracy satarting from the top dawn and 


&ll that sort of thing. 


No, I don*t know, I’m just speculsting now, but I aheuld 
think aur awn dismal expertence with our own colanies on 
intraducing the Westminster type af government taught us a 
1@gsg0n: don*“t try and torece it down other peopie*’s throata. 
So, @8 far as we British were concerned, during my time aé 
anbassedor I never had any inatructiona or knew af any 
attempts by British politicians to push him towards taking 2 


more deamocratia line. 


G@. Soe hasicaliy you were looking et it: Iran has 4 ruler, 


the ruler is the Shah? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And it there is anything to be done, tt will be dene by 
hin, and if we can influence him in conversation or in 


whetever meane, we’li do it... 


A, Yea, but not as a deliberate act. of policy. We uldr*t go 


and talk to him sbout these thingsa. I think we may «*% times, 
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an the press side, have denpiored the fact thet there were no 
British correspondents of worthwhile pabers. iI remember 
sorden Walker -- he wasn’t in office then -- when he came 
out, he tatked to the Shah about this, lamenting tne fact 


thet there was this. control of expression, and so orn. 


I wouid occasionaliy teckieé the Shrah, ar he would complain te 
m@ abort the BRC ar about The Times or The 

Feranomist: You knawt Ff would aay, “Well, why do youi 

regent ayucn criticism? You teke the good and the bad, you 
come out plus, not minus, On ail this." But I don’t think i 
ever tried ta urge him towards greater steps. teward demnceracy 
er anything like that. It was too dangerdvae a subject to get 


entioa with ham. 


@. funclear! when he was throwir polititeai opponents inte 


prison, did you ever mention anything about those things? 
A, The prisoners ...7 


ad. Weli, I mean mainly when the forrier Netional Front 


leaders were in prison, and Bazvargen Was in prison. 


4. Wo, we got involved because Nembers of Parliament over 


here were writing te the preas, and ac on. And ga we would 
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be compiained to by the minister of foreign arfairs about 
interference in their affairs. Visiting British noiiticians 
may have talked to him. IT wasn’t with them. I persenaily, f 


don’t think i ever intervened on any .... 


@. This would not be a subject that would ba discussed 


hetween. yourself and the Shah? 
A. No, Na. I den*t think we ever talked about it. 


Q. Now, many peaplie have said that the uprising was resaliy 
put down because of the courege of Mr. Alam, and that af the 
Shah had been there alone, without Alam, he wouldn’t have had 


the courage to face up to the funclear}. Was th2s5....? 


A. Well, I don*t Know. Alam never told me himself, “i did 
this, that, and the orhér.” @yt I’ve heard from others that 
he hae said thia. Knowing the Sheh, I think it’s probably 
aco, that Alam was the man who resiiy tock the decisions, 
because, @& you know, you know Alam, he waan’t a great. 
thteliectual, and aa an, but he was 4 man GF aetion. and 

oe 52. wens very doyal to the Shah, and he would Bee this 
asa 6 yery Bericqua threat to hia throne, a& 1t was. Anw so, 1 


would give him credit for it. 
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Q. what vere the main, major events or main concerns of 
yourself as ambassador during fhe period when fir. Aiam was 


Btili prine minister? 


Oo. I suppose oil was always an annusl event in which, of 
course, the of11 companies get involved; But sooner or iater 
the embassies got involved. The Persian Guilt probiems -- Ii 
think onee Alam had me ur to try and gat me to agree to aame 
sort af compromise or settienment aon the Gult. But it wasn’t 
Very serious. He had mans aut showing the Pergian cleina ta 
Abou Mussa and Tunbs and so on, but it wasn’t @ very serious 


extort, and it was droprned. 


@. funelearj] they were interestéd in this? 


A. Oh yes, there was ane attempt by Alam, I’ve forgotten 
when 2f was, but that was dropped. It wasn’t until 15648, 
when the British goavernnent announced that they were going to 


Withdraw from the Persian Guilt, that this became 4n acute 


jasue. OF cauree that took up -- most of my Laat féwW years in 
Tebran I was involved eantirely with -- weil, there waa the 
cil side of it always -- but, the real negotiations If was 


involved with waa the settlement of Bahrain and the zelands. 


@. What else concerned you during Alam’s tenure? 
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4. There were commercial problems: Persians weren’t paying 
their dehts. {?3, whe had Built the Hilton Hotei -- just 
atter L arrivid, this happened. I’ve forgotten the detaiis, 
but I know Lt goat te 4 point where ther® was going ta be 
‘naming’ the Iranian government or the Pahiavi Foundation in 
the City of London, which 1s as much @as declaring that the 


country has deraulted on its dabte. 


T went to see Shariy-Emani, whoa was the head, I think, and 
tlam twasl prime minister. And I remember Alam telephoning 
me, and +i said, “Leck; unlesa we get aur money by 
such-and-such # dete, We aré going to take stepa in the vity 
ef Londen.” Aiam teléphoned me: Would I put this off for 24 
heaurea? I said, "Noa, we won't. Weve put it ofF lang 


encugh.e” Ang we gat gux money in the end, 


There were little things ike that, relatively vninportant 
commercial things. I gan‘’t think of any other -- there 
veren’t any Big isates between wa. Relations on the whole in 
those early daya were very essy and aatistactory, apart fron 
the ofl. J can’t remember the detaiis of these oil 
negotiaticns thet we had, but one sooner or later got dragged 


inta then. 


- {4 ~ 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Denis Wright. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 10, 11 October 1984, Aylesbury, England. 
lranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


Wright-3 


&. Oc you remenber the events or the causas that led to the 
dismissal of Alam es prime minister and the arrival of Hassan 


fla Hansour on the scene? 


A. Well, this was a grest myatery:; ff think it came asa 
mystery to Alan, too. FI’d been riding with him. I dan’t 
know if he‘d seen the Shah, and seamed tao think all was well. 
But there’d been rumors about hin possibly going, and then 
suddenly it was announced on the tadio that hea was dismissed. 
i, te this day, don’t know, nor I dan*t think Alam knew. 

Just the Shah nad a hunch; he wanted Ali Hansour to take 
over, But wha intiuenced him, I don’t know, JI never 


ajecavered. 4nd I don’t think dlam knew. 


Gi. But it came to you es stimewhat of a surprise? 


A. Very mnuch a surprise -- very much. And a disappointment, 


too, because Alam had got into the seat. He was a good 


friend of mine: IF tiked him. And Ali Mansour If knew, but I 


never thought much of aa 4@ person. 


@: What was Ae liket JI never met him. 


A. Alii Mansour? A very “amoooceth" diplomat. He was an 


old-styite Iranian in many ways. When, for inatance, he went 
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to Rome, as consul or in the embassy or something, he found 
hinseis totally incapable of settiing inte Italian iife. 

Rome -- @ené of the plum jobs toe have -- and he was unable toa 
edjust himeseit. He was realiy 1008 Tranian, F thank, in aqme 


ways. 
This is Ali Hanscaur, the senior? 


A. No, the junior. Yea, AS Was very curious, You would 
heve thought he was a weeternized Iranian. but he wasn’t. at 
botton, he was very much an cid-styie Iranian. When he 
Secame prine ninister, he used to summon ité up to see him an 
fhe stupidest things, and then announce in the preee that the 
Brittah ambasasader hed heen to see him. And he was getting, 
hé theughbt, kudes for hinself with the Shah by hobnobbing 


with the British smbessadar. 


I remenber on one occesaion when he asked me to go um and see 
ham, it was to teli me he had given instructions for a large 
arder for some Leyland trucks ar something, or buses, fo be 
Beighe: i hadnt intervened on this at all. f= hadn’t telked 
to any Persian. minister about this, fut he wanted me to 


think: “i, Hansour, did this for the Britiah.” 


He wes very much the old-style ambassador, who made uge of 
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Both the Américan ambaseedor and myself, to enhance his own 
asteam of himself. He thought this did hin good with. 
frantans, which f dan’t think it did, but there we are. I 
never thought he was much good, and could never underetand 


why the Shah appointed him and had se much faith in hin. 


GO. It was seid at the time that he was sort of inpased on 


the Sheh by the Americans. 


A. Yes, well, he used to hebnob a lot with whoever the 
Aherican minister was there. And he tiked to let it be known 
he wee close to the Americans, but I doubt whether the 
Americans. I dan*t know -- I néver heard that they pushed 
him in, but they nay have sugqdgesated t6 the Shah, put words 
ante the Shah, you know, be was the right wan. The 
&Anericans, probably, regarded Alam as too much of an 


Apnqiophile. 


@. And the arrival of Mansour om the scene was sort of a 
hLurning point in that, from then on, moat of the cabinet was 
nade up of younger and mainiy, f would say, 
American-educated, technocrats, as they were then called, 
then the oider type of political figures. How did that 


Btrike you at the time 
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A. There was no feéling, axcept in my mind, that this waa a 
pro-American government. We never feit that. We aiways 
regarded ouraelves as a junior partner in Iran, and there was 
ma feeling on wy part, and T dan’t think on the British 
government “& part, that we were being pushed sside just 
hecauae Alam had gone. And of course Alan showed no 
perticular fevor te the Aritish when he was in the prine 


ninisterahip. 


But it waa Mansour as a personality thet I always regarded as. 
a weak character, iI disagreed with ny own councilor, Horace 
Phiilins, who head a Sigh regard for Mansour, which I could 
never understand. It. atruck me that he was -- Horace waan’t 


a@iways awfuliy good ast judging people, I think. 


At any rete, no, £ think we were guite glad to sea some young 
technocrats, whe struck usa as betng a much better bet tar 
Iran than. having a iot of these old fuddy-duddies who had 
been in the government in the past. F can’t think aft any 
particular names, but there wers a number cf pecnie.... OF 
course, Alam had ome or twa, pretty odd charsctere, 1n 
his..-. Whe was hia ...% Members of the Tudeh Party, and so 


OT] « 


2. Bahert st one moment. 


-— 2O - 
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Alam wae a very bad judge of character, I aiways thought. He 
had some terribie fricenda. I iike to think I was ane of his 
better friends. You know, he had seme terribia Persian 
friends, that was that man*s namet Mataghi, you know whoa f 


nean? One only head te iaock at the man to gee he was a creak. 


@. That would sssume thet you thought Mr. Alam hingelt was 


ehoave any carrupt practices. 


&, Well, f didn’t necessarily think he was ebhoyve it. 
Although I knew he was well-off in his own right. Hany 
people, both when f£ was there and, mere particulariy, Since 
the revolution, heave ailaged he was extremeiy corrupt, and soa 
on. Bvt, as far as I was concerned, ha never once hinted at 
any financial aasistance for anything he did. He never esked 
he any real fevers, even when he was prime minister. His 
Gaughter was e@xpeélied from Cambridge, and he didn’t ask me ta 
intervene to get her .... She left and went off to 


Phiiadelnhia. 


The only favor be ever asked me was: he had an English 
gixvi-frsend, a British Airways hostess, I think, and he 


invited her family, her mother and tather, cut at his 
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expense. He esked me whether I would invite them to the 
Queen’s Birthday Party funciear!. The only favor he ever 


asked. 


No, L think from a Britiah point at view, fram ny point of 
View, he was an amusing friend. His anecdotes about hia fife 
in Birjand and se on were fascinating. He wes abaoiutely 
invaluabie as being « direct Link with the Shak. because 
Bometines ane couldn’t trust either the Persian prime 
minister or foreign minister ~~ and they were always at 
daggers drawn. Seth Zahedi or Hoveida, they Knew I could get 
gat the Shah darect. and I used te do that if necessary. tf 
Would be careful to teli the ather two, but one was playing 


an aimest Byzantine game in Iran much of the time. 


But Aiam wan invaluable, because I could know that he would 
report honestly ta the Shah what I°d say. And © could alvays 
aee the Shah through hin, so that’sa why I shali always be 
grateful to Alam. But, whether the allegations about hia 
corruption are true, I don’t know. Sut one’s heard 4 Lot of 
ateries about them, and they may or may not be trie. But he 
did get involved in thet Kish Tsland development. And he had 
sone neghEy neaaty frienda, and so, you know, one just hepes 


4t.’a not-true. 
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@. i guesa the next major event was the sssessination of 
Hassan Aii Manaour. I guess tnat the facts, as they ere 
Rnown, Seay that he was assassinated By remnants of the 
Feda“‘ian Islam. But, again, itke the 'RFazmera asasssination, 
there are these Parsian runors that the Shah had something to 


do with it, because he ... 


A. Wanted to get rid of him, yea. Yea, Id heard that at 
the time, that he was fed up with Mansour. i thought that 
was totaily untrue, nmyaelf, There are fanatics in every 
ccuntry, sometimes 3ust madmen. I’ve always believed that it 
Wes § Fedav“isn aort of move, but I don’t think the Shah would 
heave resorted te that sart of thing. He could have aiwaye 


diamiezeed hin if he wanted toe gé@t rid of hin. 


find choosing Hoveida was a risky business, in hie piace, 
because Hoveidea, after ail, came from a Beha’i background. 
And I renember Alam teiling me when Hoveyds wae appointed, he 
@aid, “I think the Shah“s going to have trouble, because when 
anvihing goes wrong, he“s going to be reminded that his prime 
Binisater ia a@ Bahe*i,” Well, he weean’t a Beaha*i, he wee an 


agnostic, but he“d got this baskground. 


Aid ado the Shah took quite 4 risk in appointing Hoveida. If 


he hed planned the sseessination of Nansour, I dan“t think he 
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would have thought aheed to appoint Hoveida. I think he 
would have heén grooming somehovwly up wha would be amare 


acceptable to the peanie. 


@. Weli, I queas then we*re sat a time when Foveida hecamné 
prime minister. What in particular do you recall during hie 


early yeara? 


&. Well, I had certain reservations about Hoveoda, because 
he’ d been at the National Irenian O11 Company hefore that. 
And he had got very worked up when a new refinery Nenager was 
appointed by the ell consortium. = thank they appointed a 
Dutchman, and Hoveida shawed very strong naticonaiistic 
feelings. He felt that an franian ought to have been 
appointed. Rightly or wrongly, it desen*’t matter. But he 
took ean extreme -- I remember the then head of the 
coneortium, TIT think it was John Warder, being very warried 


about the outburet he had from Hoveida. 


i a@lyvays got on well with him. He was 4n amusing character, 
very weli-read, highly civiiized, 4a soert of cynic, in & way. 
But I don’t think he had any particulier Lave of the British. 
He had a biting tongue, and I always treated him with a 

certain amount of reserve, =F think he was much more wedded 


towards the French end the Heilgians -~ he’d been Brought wp 
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there -- arid was not narticulariv fond of the British. 


But, having seid that, I admired his ability. and © found 
him, 4&3 it séemed, to bé reasonably straight to deal with on 
problems iike oil and se on. 4 didn’t have any dealings with 
him over the Persian Guit. That was ali handled with the 
Ministry of Foreign Affesira or with the Shah direct. My 
dealings with him were almost always over oil, when it got te 


& OFigis. 


And over such things 45 #4 cemetery for the Protestant 
Gamamunity. © wae sert of honorary president of the 
Protestant Cemetery Committee, We had a iot of trouble with 
the franian authorities, because they objected to burials in 
the old cemetery, which had heen originaily outaide the city 
boundary, but waa now at a place called Akbarabad on the wey 
to the airport, and WHe gurrounded by houses. And thé Muslin 


population there objected te Christian buristisa. 


We had @ Lot of trouble getting 4a new cenetery, But Hoveida 
was very heipful on that. Through him and his mayor, Nikpay, 
we eventuaily got a cemetery ovtaide Ray, near the new Huslin 
cemetery, teo. And for that, as I say, I was extrenely 


grateful toe Hoveida, 


mo SRE 
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But I can’t sey that I had any very close rapport with. hin, 
because I didn*t. 2 thought he was honest. TI never had any 
auapicion that he waa coerrupt in any way. Except by power... 


He got. currupted by power. in the end. 


And the Laat time I waa in Iran, in i977, Aprii, he gave a 
lunch for me. and IT was reelly rather shocked ky Fae 
behavior. I had a feeling that pewer had gone to his head 
and he felt that he could deo no wrong. He wouldnt book any 
sort af eriticam at all or hear anything critical about the 
country. And he loyvad making helicopters available to his 
friends when they came cut and, you Know, dispensing largesse 


in that aort of way to show how important he waa. 


I remember coming away from that iunch with a friend of mine, 


an Englishman, snd beth of us said, "Power has gone to his 


head.” 

Q@. What did he do during the lunch that ...7 

A. I don’t know. The way he behaved generally. I[t’a 
avfully difficult to say, but a grand manner. The nice, 


modest wan seemed ta have been turned into a rather arregant 


person at the end, 


ee Se 
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OQ; While he was prine miniater, did you have much dealing 


with hint 


A. Weli, & certain amount, aver oil, in narticular. ALao, 
over the small matter of the Protestant Cenetery. But alas, 
I remember one of the first occasions. he summoned me waa over 
some articie in The Times which Said. the Shah "“rulies 

as well aa reigns,” and the Shah had teld him to tell mea this 


Wee tintrue and compiein. 


30 5 remember saying to Hoveide, “Well, ian’t this true?” 
And, of course, Hoveida didn’t answer that. He was Tot sa man 


you could answer back, 


What else did I have dealings with him on? I’“we forgotten 
now, There was sone other (Cocceasian thatl] passed through my 
mind where I had desiings with him. IF can’t remember then 
naw, no. Nething atanda out particularly in my dealings with 


ham. 


a. There’‘a something that had occurred which has heen auike 
eBignificant in many people’s wminda, I think 4 few Rontha 
after your arrival in Iran. That waa @ heating thet 
conacenkty had beer: erranged by Mr. Ala and Entezem fo sort 


of digcusa some of the national dasuea and the way the Shah 
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WEE reacting té then, which aubsequently ied ta their 
discharge fram their various positions. Were you in Ixysn 


when thia happenedt 
&. Yes, Io waa, yeas. 
OQ. Whet version did you hear? 


A. Weli, the version I heard was that thease two, Ala and 
Entezamn, and gone other elder statesmen, decided, after the 
Muharran Riota, that things were going too faat. And they 
urged Someone to apeak te the Shah and urge him to go a bit 
more alouly. and i think Ala, sa the oldest member of the 
qroup, went te the Sheh and said, “Look, we’re Loyal 
suppertera of yours, but we do think you should go a bit, nore 
carefully, particuiarly on Land reform.” The Shah was 


furious and dismissed them bath, immediately. 


The Shah eid mention this to me, same time later, as much as 
to say, “These men dared to criticise whet Iam doing. Im 
not going to be told what to de.” He did have an oufburat te 
me on this very question. It struck me then thet the Shah 
had no loyalty te old friends, and beacause they had croseéed 


his path on this, he had just dismissed them. 


- 29 - 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Denis Wright. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 10, 11 October 1984, Aylesbury, England. 
lranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


Wright-3 


Ala resily died of a broken heart afterwards. He went to bed 
-- the last time I sew hin, he was in bed, dying. Shortiy 
after, he died. And “he Sheh sent no representative 

te the memorial service in the mosaqueé, the big Hasjad-é 
Jomeh. Indicative, I think, that the Sheh had no feelinga of 
human gratitude or compassion at all, for anybody. fia had 


searved him loyeaily for year: 2 and years and yeare. 


And, of course, Entezam -- the atary is, whether it’s true or 
not -- that when he (the Shahi got into trouble in 19/6 and 
supnmoned Entezanm back from London, Entezam went to aea2 Aim 
beceuse he wented to become prime minister or take part in 
the Council of Regency or whatever if was. He said ta 
Entezan, “i AaYen*’t seen you For 4 leng time.” And Entezan 
replied, “Sikteen years, Your Majesty, and I’ve been hera all 


the tine.” 


And there again was 4 case of 4a man who was absolutely 
henest, whe’d served the Shah nobly over the 1958-34 ail 
Griaia, and ao on, just put eside and diamiased, and not made 


uee of. 


Entezem‘s brother, Nasrollah, who had made a great reputation 
for hirnaelt in the United Nations, had been president of the 


Security Council, and had been on varicusa international 
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missianga for the United Nations, was juat put aside by the 


Shah. Naver used again... 


Masoud Ansari, the anbsaesedor to Moascow, ancther oautatanding 
man, in my judgment, from what one heard about him, was 
anGlher man who was just ignored and put on one side by the 


=heh. 


fa, my feelings were that the Shah wes incapable of making 
use of people who either had crossed his Bath or he thought 


might be, I suppose, a thraat to his own power position. 


IT rsremember in ane year -- I was Dean of the Diplomatic Carps 
my last two years in Iran -- in, I think it must have been 
is/’O, verious distinguished f[ranieansa had died. One waa diam, 
who had been prime niniater. the father of the chief-of-staff 
wha £@1l evt with the Shah. another one waa Qavam ci-Holk, 
anda third one was Senator Taghizedeh. All of whom had 
Played a role in Persian history. Ail of whem at one stage 


ar other had heen good frienda of the British. 


And I wanted to put in my Nowrouz or October for the Sheh’s 
Birthday apeeach, I’ve forgetten which, aome reference tea 
these patriote who had died. fF didn’t want fo say they vere 


friends of the Britteh, All I wanted ta say was that we 
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mourned, with the Tranian nation, the death of these threa 


patriots. J submitted the text to the minister of Court... 


O. Waa that normalt 


A. Yes, you normally deo submit the text, Recause the Shah 
has, to Know what line to reply on. And he said, “Na, this 


won’t Dlease the Shah.” And ao it had to be cut out. 


And another instance IT give of that sort of pettiness of the 
Shah, hecause it vas pettiness. Over the settlenent of the 
Beahreir question twhich we shali, no doubt, be taiking 
about3d, Senator Abbas Mas’oudil, the editor and publisher of 
Ettela*at, played a very helpful roie in 1968. When 

it was ail over, and I retired, I wouid tell peopie that 


Mes‘oudst had been very heiptul. 


And when I vent back to Tran ~- I don’t know whether it waa 
i975, or whenever T went Bach for my firet visit -- TIT went tea 
cai] on MNea’aqudi, jueat for old tines” sake. He said, “i hear 
you've been telling people that F pieyed a helpful raie in 
settling the Bahrain.” And I said, “Yes, because you deserve 
Bone credit.” He said, “Dent tell anybody. They don"t iike 
it up there.” Meaning up at the pelace. This was a neasure 


af the Shah’s petty jesliousy of giving any credit te anybacy 
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except hinaelt. 


OQ. Tt would seen to someone Like me that when. you, @a the 
British anbasasder, werg abserving the kind of behavior that 
You've been describing, particularly the firing of Ala and 
Entezam, that you Would he concerned about the future af thia 
Yeqime. And that perhaps you would consider taking somes 


neasuresa to preyent. it. 


&. hat measures could you possibly take? ff you mentioned 
anybedy’a name toe the Shah, se a good person, it was a kKias 
of desth for that person. He would immediately think he was 
4 British agent, and would have nothing to do with him. Tha 
Shah resented anything like that. You had ta leave it to the 
Shah’s awn senae. When one comes down to analyze what could 
you do in that way to guide the Shah, the anawer really was 
nothing, because he wouldn’t take advice from outside, and 


would suapect anybody nentioned by the British. 


E.g., the Americans hed pushed for Amini to he prine 
minister. Time and again the Shah would fling in my face: 
"Your man." I said, “He has nothing to do with the British, 
at ail." Then he would declare, “Well, you and the 


Americans, it’s all the same.” I mean, that sart of thing. 


+ 
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He would never forgive the Americana, but bhismed the British 
a8 much as the Americans, becseuse Bis curious, suspicisous 
mind prebably thinks we were influencing the Americans, you 
see. That Amini was. our candidate to be a4 atrong prime 
minister. Aut the Americans prohahbiy had very good reason. 
Amini was a stronger man. But the Shah never forgeve the 


Anericana far that -- Kennedy, in particular. 


Q. This is going te be ane of the amazing things tor 
Iranians ta realize, that the British did nat feel they were 


in @ position to even give thia kind ef advice. 


A. Ne, TF wouldn’t have dreamt of doing it, because one knew 


it. woudid he counter-productive. 


G. Sa you sort of had ta sail slong with the ship and hope 


for the bestt 


&. Hope for the bast. Well that’s wheat it ameunted ta. As 
far 4&6 the internei thing was, aa JT said earlier, the Shah 
deemed to us, after the Muharram Ricts and the esatebliahnent 
of gaome gort of authority, to be moving in the right 
direction. And those early years were successful yeera, by 
any count, F think. I would aey that, if the Shah had died 


in 1971 or ‘72, before things started going wrong in “73-"74 
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or after “75S-"“75, the Shah would ge dawn in hiatery as a 
qresat Leader, who had done more for his country than anybody 


gince Shah Abbas, proabahiy. 


I would etill atick by that. The BRC saked me to do an 
obituary of the Shah, Long before he died. I did say just 
that, that the Shah had done for his country what Churchhill 
did for us in the war, what Be gauile did for france. I 
think I would atand by that atill -- until, I*d aay, 
post-"“73-"7d4d, when things were going wrong, and he, i’d say, 
himself, had become a mnegsaiomaniac and wouldn’t listen ta 


anyhody. 


@. Did you and your cther colleagues evar discuss maybe 
daing something ... if concert, you and the American 


4MDSSaezader or soneone elset 


A. Ko. No. No. F don*t think we aver Lhought it would he a 
wise thing te do, te interverea in that way. Phe enly persan 
T would have discussed It with would have been with the 
Anerican, because no other ambassador cut any ice, except the 


Ausasan, ta 2omne@ axtent. 


i think, with ail due modeaty, £ can say that the Americans, 


becaveae of their power position, were in the poeifion, and 


- g¢é- 
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the British, because of this legacy oft the iSth century, a 
asart af belief thet we had great power, which in fact we 
didn’t have. But thel always saw the British hend somewhere. 
Soa EF did have an influence. But I would never have dreamt of 


using it in that way. 


Because, firat of ail, what da you do? You praodice @ man, 
whom you say ie going ta make a good prime minister. Then he 
aqoesn’t aucceed ail the fine, and you lose out, every time. 
At any rate, if youd asked me to lack around and pick a 
prime minister in the days when I was there, who would I put 


my Zinger an? €an you think of anybody who was aptsteandang? 


GO. it wasn’t #oO nuch picking a different man, than his Style 


at 7s FF 


A. Government? 


OM. a«aaee FUNNInNg the government, es you funcieart! yourself, 


hie ingiatence on decidi.cg on detaiias at randon. 
A. Fou could never get him to listen to you, if you even 


tried. Io den’t think it ever cressed my mind that it wae my 


Job ta try and get him onte ea different wavelength. 


~ Se 
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You see, he was his own foreign minister. On the whole, he 
heandied foreign atfaira very well. He wee on good terms with 
the Arsbsa, except the extremiata like Libya. de waa on good 
terme with the Taraelia. Good fterma with the Russiana. and 
then he got on to good terms with the Chinese. What hore 


conid he dot He had tha whale lot halancing. 


4nd there was the Weat, trightened to say “Heot™ to ham. 
When thinga aterted going wrong, I waean’t amhasaador, soa f 
don’t know. 5ut it seemed to me then something might have 
been said to hin, to try and pull him up, But I don’t think 
it world have been eifective even if anybody had said 


anything to him. 


@. In i965, April of “SS, there was 8n attempt by a 
22-yeer-ald conscript in the Royal Guards to try to 


aspsgeuesinate fthe Shah}. Go you remember thet particular dayt 


th, 
7 


Yea, I de. 


Gc, How you heard the news, and now you reacted? 


Ae Yes. I remember it very well, because if was juet the 


end of the Baghdad Pact meeting, and we had our foreign 


secretary out there -- Nichaci Stewart was there. I think 
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there was consternation, genereaily, at what wouid have 


happened if the Shah had been kiiled. 


What was perticularly noticahbie ves, a lat of the cratica of 
the Shah, the ald, iibereli quard,., some of whom used to came 
“round ta the embassy occasionaliy and complsin about the 
Shan’s policies, and se on, the relica of the old aAngiophiles 
T told you we’d tried toa get rid of. But there were some very 
good, loyal iranians. And they aii were dismayed by this. 
You suddeniy found even the shah’s critica reaalizineg that 
without hain they wouid be lost. S30 that’s my main 
recollection of that. There was no jubtiation, sayang, “What 


a pity he didn*t go." wWNone af that at all. 


OD, <tWas there any! werry sbout 4 wider conspiracy or a coup 


d‘etat?t That kind of thing? 
4. Ne, I think it was again pretty guickiy provea that it 
wae 8 smali-- like the murder of Ali Mansour -~ if was 4 


amalli group. And they were rounded up fairiy quickly. 


@. 20 turned aut that part of the Blame was placed on a 


group af etudenta that had been studying in England. 


4. Yee, weli, that was, of course, the Shah -- typicei Sheh, 


wn A ae 
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You ae, Tt must be the British, somehow, behind it. And he 
blamed, and said so publiciy. they were at dents who were at 
Mancheeter or soenewhere. Kather remote control. But that 
daidn“t affect aur relations at the time. It was oniy Later 
thet the Sheh beought that sut, when he got more bitter about 


things, I think. 


Io dan’t think he ever actually secused the British ar being 
behind the mict. Certainiy at the time t never felt thet. 

in fact, the quard who aaved hia iite had been trained over 
here, by the British. Hea was at Ieast grateful for that. He 
was the man who had the presence of ming to sheot down the 


TAT: o 


at Was on Griteh advice alsc, i think, after that, he got out 
someone from aur security side ta advise on sécurity. It wae 
a ¥ésult of that, thet he after that aFwaya vorked up et 
Sadabad. He gave up the Harbie Palace because the attempt 
was on im in tie Marbie Palace. And the British advice was 


he shenidn’t ever work down in town, it was teo vuinerabie,. 


find se, there you Aave this extraordinary mixture: tha Shah, 
om the oné hand, sort of thinking “Manchester students” -- ori 
the other hand turning to the British, “What da I do ta 


protect myseizt* 
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@. if suppose he was well enough to He abie to, @ couple or 
Thonths later, ta leave on 4 G-day state visit ta Mascaw. My 
duestion waa that, when he was taking suth trips to the 


Eastern Block countries, what ware your concerns, if any...-7 


A. i doan’t think nuch concern. Because we knew he had ta 
play off the East veraus the Weat. Belance 4 trip tao Anerice 
ex to England against a trip to Moscow. we vere more 
concerned when he got involved in armaments deale with the 
Russians, which he did in 1966 ofr “67 -- I’ve fergotten the 
year -: bacause the Anericans woultdn’t sell hin at what he 
considered the riqht price some, I think it was Hawk 
Missiles, and alaa the *-4 fighter, the Phantom fighter. He 
Was B80 angry ahout that, he turned to the Rusaisns and 


started negétiationa, likti aAé& did in T9353. 


But he wae more careful. He used this as 4 blackmailing 
cCneration, and let us know he was doing this. Aram was the 
foreign minister, and Aran was always frightened to gay much 
direct ts the Sheh. Sea whet did he dor He summoned the 
American anbaassdor and myself, and asked us what we thought 
ahout this. We both took the line that this was a very unwise 
nove. I mentiched earlier that, on one occasion, when I 


Waern” t. there, the American ambassador, Armin Meyer, telked 
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about the Sheh being “all chewed un” if he went ahead with 


th 1s * 


Weli, what Aran used to do ~~ hetd then go and aee the Shah 
and gey, "I’ve been teiking to the British ambsasador, sind he 
Baya you're very unwise to do this." And the Shah would say, 
“What the hell as it to do with the British ambassador?" But 
Aram didn*t mind that -- he’d made hia paint, you See. He 
would aiways asauneG that, having made the point and having 
came £rom the British ambassador, this would have some effect 


on the Shah. 


And likewieae, he would quote the American ambassador, whe was 
more directiy concerned because it was Anerican equipment. 

in the end, af course, the Americans ciimbed down. They 
reduced their ages aria they iet him have the F-¢da and he get 


his Hawks, too, 


That eort of thing did worry us, if he was involved ina 
negotiation with the Russians on 4rmsa. But going to Russia 
and negotesting ebout 4 gag Pipeline, and sO on, or a 
steei-miil, did not werry us unduiv. What worried us was the 
influx of Rusateana inte the country. But the Shah was so 
peli-contident. He said that he could cope with them and 


that SAVAK woulda deal with then, and an on. 
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PERGIAK GULF 
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SHAH, CORGHATION OF 

SHAM, FORETSH RELATIONS OF THE 
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STUDENT PRATESTS & ARTE-GOVERNMENT DEMONSTRATIONS 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Denis Wright. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 10, 11 October 1984, Aylesbury, England. 
lranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


Q3-10-97 INDEX OF TRARSERIFT 


eS NARRATOR: ¥REGD WRIGHT SIR BENTS (SEE RELEASEI- > --- - - ~ wane ee eee 
we ee eee eee TAPE WO: 04 wren eee ee ee 


STUDENTS, FOLITICAL ROLE OF 
THNB {SLANDS 
TWENTY-FEFTH CENTURY CELEBRATIONS 
GHETED ARAB EMIRATES, THE 
DHITED MATIONS 
URITED STATES, POLITICAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE 
TAHEDT, ARDESHIR, AS ANBASSADOR & FOREIGN MINISTER 


TAHEG!, ARDESHIA, SACKBROUND # CHARACTER GF 


Sere ge, ee A a i Se sree me A PS Rw Sy oe ee SS SS co)? rch Seal pe Pee as ey ee fn me Se we ve ee) ge ee ee ek ee eee im Gar: eae com, 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Denis Wright. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 10, 11 October 1984, Aylesbury, England. 
lranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


Wreight-4 


HaRVaRD UNIVERSITY 
CENTER FOR MIDDLE EASTERN STUDIES 


TRANTAN ORAL HISTORY PRGIECT 


Narretor: Sir Denis Wright 
Bate: Octaber 10, its4 

Piace: Haddenham, Engiand 
Interviaweri Hsebib Ladjevardi 


Tape no: 4 


@. in November of *65, F4 Nembers of the British Pariiament 
and two Peers aent a signed protest ageinst death and long 
3aii-terme for the accused Iranian atudents. Did that 


invalve you ar get yoau in any kind of <¢difficuity>? 


Ae Yes, the Shah Blew ur steam, and 1 think there was some 
correspondence between te and the Mintatry of Foreign 
atfatra. That gort of irritant was always there. Menhersa of 
Ferliament, @ man called Stanley Newens waa the main jeader, 
@ Labor Member of Parliament..., We had 4a good bit of 
trouble en that score. But it waa, Id say, an incident. It 
didn’t really upset cur relstions with the Ireaniena for very 
leng. The Shahi “th, it’s the Britiah again.” You see. 


This agort of thing. 
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@. The fact that the sentences of the two who were supposed 
to be euecuted were reduced, would that at ail reault fron 


sane of these proteatat 


A. i don’t Know. f dan*t think we ever took any credit for 
it. And I don’t think that -- it may have heiped, I think, 
but mo more than that. We didn*t regard this a3 4 great 
victory for the Britieh, or anything Like that. These gerta 
of things were very embarrassing to me, just a& aome of the 
broadcasts of the Peéereien Service used toa be enharrassing ta 
me, because the Shah didn’t always like iff. Gr what The 


EFoconaniast wrote, 


But thea@ are thinga you have ta put up with when vou have a 
hyper-sensitive monarch, you see. And have an franian embasey 
here under inatructions to report every unfavorable thing and 


very xrarely report the favorable things. 


O, Did you ever Know or become faniliar with the case of 
Ahmed Aranesh, who was a former minister of labor in the 
forties, but in 1966 was arrested and imprisoned for anti, 
ave ae tregine steterents that he had made. F think for a 
tine, alac, he was head of the Plan Organization and a great 


eritic of Mr. Ehteha). He van aiso a brother-in-law of Mr. 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Denis Wright. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 10, 11 October 1984, Aylesbury, England. 
lranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


Wright-4 


Sharit-Emami. 


A. Noa, I den"t even remenber that. i certainty don’t think 


I was ever involved in it. 


G. In November of ’S6 Nr. Alam wea moved from his position 
a4 chanceliler of Pahiavi liniversity in Shires into the 
imperial Court aa the minister af Court. I suppose, fram 
what youve ssid, that that was 4 welcome mave because, as 


youve deacribed, it prohably helmed your cammnunicaticn.. 


A. Yee, I’m certain we welcomed it, although we got en 
perfectiy well with the previous minister, whos was Ghods 
fakha’i, who had been ambassador in London. de waa an 
interesting character. He was a poet, I think, and saliso « 
Sufi. We had:na problems with him, but we were certainly 
quste giad to see Alam hack there. But it didn’t realiy mean 
any great -- you know, I was not sending telegrama to Londen 
saying? "Three cheers ~- Alem is back!" There wed none of 


that at sali. 


Bacsuse filam was always close to the Shah. He was in touch 
With ma all the tine, because every Friday we ueed to ge 
widing, So, I could always get things to the Shah through 


hin if I wanted to. But the fact that he was back in the 
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Court, probabiy, I say orobably, made things a little bit 


eagiar than Ghads Nakha’i, who we weren*t £0. intimate with. 


G. in the aame month, it waa announced that the coronation 
would be heid in October af the following yeer. From what 
i‘ve heard fran other people, the Queen’a coaronetian wan used 
2a a model, or at ieast they tried to learn some lessons fram 


that calebration. Were you at all involved in ...« 


A. No, not realiy. It was all done direct through their 
embassy in London, I think. But what the Shah did was to 
send Mehdi Sani*i, who I think then wes governor of the 
Cantral Bank, ta London to make contact with the “uke of 
Norfolk, who was in charge of the ceremonial, ex officic, and 
with the Lord Chamberiain, whoever he was then, Cabold <«t> f 
think his saute wee. The Lord Chamberiain’s affice and the 


Suke of Norfolk «were> respoansibie,. 


And Mehdi Samiti went ever. He was given the tfiim of the 
coronation -- there was just one film made of it -- which he 
brought. back to Tehran. Of course, this ia only speculation 
now, bet I imegine the Shah was somewhat shocked ta find that 
the Archbishop af Canterbury played a teading rere in the 
coronation, and put the crown on the Gueen’s head, Whereac, 


of course, the Shah crowned hamselt a@ng then crowned the 
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Empresa. 


What I’m told also happened waa that the young Crown Prince 
was made to look st the film to see haw well young Prince 
Charlies behaved, sa that this wauid Be a nedel for his own 
excellent behavior. Aithough I believe he had a high 


temperature at the time -- at the coronation. 


Of course the Shah was very anxious that the Gueén shouid 
cone, bacause, for all thé Shah’s suspicions «ef the British, 
the Queen, for him, was the big catch. And he wanted to have 
the Gueen at the coronation. if got a note ssaking that the 
Gueen should be invited. But dt was toa short netice. Tt 
Was 21x montihea Before. And the Mueen’s progran was already 
filled up. And so we said, “Were very serry. The Queen 


can’t cone.** 


If ahe’d been aveilanie, I vould have recommended she should 
have come. But She wasn’t available. And because of that, fF 
think, I can’t Be cértain, the Shah decided to make a 
no-heada-of-state. He ceuldna*t get the Gueen ef England, 
therefore he wouidn’t heave anybody. So he had a few personal 
friends, like the Age Khan, or the widaw of the iste Aga 
Anan, end pergonal trienda, But. he didn’t aak any 


headsa-ofr-atate at ali. 
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And it was a very happy ocesasion, that coronation. My only 
comment On it ia, it’sa the first time, as fear as I can 
remenber 4... There were two big dinners given. One was 
given by -- the Wueen Mother, I think it waa. Another one 
wae given by the manister of Court st one ot the palaces or 
eather. And for the firat time, the Iranians flew in from 
Paris ilobatera and oysters and cheeses and wines. It ceased 
to be what i’d eall an Iranian atteaar. They got ali this 
French and European food, which atruck me at the time az a 


great pity. 


And, of coureadc, an the years went by, thia became a habit, 
and for the great Persepolis thing in 1971, everything was 
done by HMaxin’a, again. awful pity, the Iranians not being 
happy enough with their own produce, and going mad on having 


eatutt in frdm Europe. 


I might alse aay about the i974 thing, that then when IF wes 
asked that the Queen should come, ff recommended that the 
Queen should net come. For two reasons: first of ail, twice 
wed heen invited to ask the Gueen, and fhen it had been 
postponed, And the third tine, we were going through 4 very 
difficult patch over the Persian Guit, and were attacked in 


the presa and all this sort of thing, and it acened to me 
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that: why should we, having all this abuse hurled at us in 


the presse, Bring our Wueen out just to please the Shah? 


Sa IT recommended --— J knew I wouldn’t be there, I was 
retiring -~- But T ssid to my seniar steftt that IF recommended 
the Queen shouid not come, I’m very giead to sey, in the 
light of histery, that she didn*t cone. We were cansisatent. 


The Duke of Edinburgh and Princess Anne came, 


W. ii*tve heard, too, that there was a very close end persdnal 
retationship between Gueen Eiiazeabeth and the Shah. -- heyond 


just the formalities. [a that ... ? 


A, No, The Queen found hin rather 2 bore. f£ wouldn’t want 
this to be quoted until the year 2000: when I sav the Queen, 
before going to fran, she*d been on 4 -- Qyesen Wilheimine of 
Holland and Prince Bernard had had a cruise to celtebrste, I 
don’t hmow, 25 years on the throne, or something or other, 
end the Queen had been paired off with the Shah. <aAnd she 
told me ashe’d found him very heavy going. He would ask her 
such things es; “Now, your last Liberal Prime MNinieter wee 
Mr. Gladstone, or was itt Mr. Ronner Lloyd?” Theat sort of 


thing, And ghe found Ain wery heavy doing. 


And then I know when fhe Shah came over end stayed at Windsor 
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Castle -- after Id retired, in 1975 or whenever -- weli, it 
Waen*t sa much the Shah, then, but again I think she found 
the Sheh heavy going, and his entourage ashe found almost 
impossible peoole, net very attractive cheracters, he’d 


hrought with hin. 


30, no, the snsawer ia that the Queen was not greatly enamored 


ef the Shah. 


G. in fanuary of “SY, Hr. Aram and Mr. Axrdeshir ¢Zahedi 
awitched places, Aram hecamning ambassador in Landon, and 
Zahedi becoming foreign minister, How did thin affect you 


personaliy and tunclesarst 


A. Well, it aftected thinga rather advereely, becauae I got 
on Very weli with Aran, liked him. He was & very hanesat and 
decent men fo deal with, and very straight. Zahedi head been 
& great secial success fn London, a grest ane with the vemen. 
gust Like his father was. The number of women he put on 

their beckhs ian London is probably very tdarge indeed. But he 
Was very nationalistic, and he alse made it quite clear that 
he was foreign minister, and wae not going fo sileow his past 


SOMNGction= sare 


And although I never addreszed him as Ardeshir in any notes, 
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the American ambassador, Arnin Mayer, wrote to him shortiy 
after his appointment, and sent a letter to hint “Dear 
S4rdesahir." And he sent it back. He said, “I am the foreign 


mniniater.” That was the sort of thing. 


As the yearma went by, we had problema over Bahrain, and ac 
an. And Zahedi was. intensely natiansaiiatic and vary 
dif¥ieuit, ea& Twili .... When I talk about Bahrein, Ill 
say how the Shah cut him out of the negotiations, aithaugh he 


wae toreign minister. 


Then there was an accasiaon -- at the time of the earthquake 
in Eastern Iran, I’ve forgotten what year that was, “688 was 
it? It was at Ferdows, in that area, And there was a lot of 
destruction. And F used to have every autumn a patty for the 
British Association -- Lt wat nostliy businessmen -- which 
we've held up et Gholhak. After the Gueen’s. Bitthday Party, 
it waa cur most importent party. JI waa ga@ing to launch an 
eppeal for help from the British community, for the 


@arChaiake. 


We were living in GReihak, and 4ahedi’s secretary telephoned 
to mek thet, after wed ahut the office up, I should go and 
see him, at 6 o’clock that evening. The secretary said I 


would be host at thie party, and so they teiephaned to me and 
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asked me to ga. I sasid, “No, I*ll come tomorrow morning. tI 
ean*t, I’ve got this big <party?>." I explainad I was making 


an appeal for earthquake funds, and ac on. 


Weil, Zahedi was so furious ahout thia, that I had daréd aay 
ZF woutdn’t go, thet he deciared ne pera, pon grata. 

He wrote to the Persian ambassador in Letden, Aram, to say he 
wae to teil the Foreign Office thet ase fav ac He Was 
concerned, T vas persona pon arate. He went off a 

few daya later, I think to the United Nations or something, 


44 must have heen Saptember, ta the Gbereral Assembly. 


I wanted ta get in touch with the Foreign O¢fice, the 
ninister of foreign arffairs, in Tehran, on some business, and 
nobody would see me. So, after about three or four daya, I 
got wee eof the chef de protocol. And I seid, “Look, I’ve 
qot sone extremaiy inportant business «it was about Bahrain 


or sanething>, and I must see someone.” 


Weil, Afeher was in charge. He had had inatructions that 
nohody was to receive me. So he telegraphed to the Shah, who 
wee down in Shitez, to say had he permiasion toe recelve ae? 
The Shah knew nothing about this. This waa Zahedi only. And 
he turned to Alam, who wae with hin, and said, “What’s ail 


this about your friend, Danis Wright?” And iI hedn’t said 


- tO - 
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anything to anybody; my conscience was clear. And Alam said 


he knew nathing abont it. “Well,” he said, “Find out." 


So Alam came back to Tehran and got hold of me, and what was 
eli thist I toid him the story. And it s. happened that 
Aram had aisan. come out on ieave, I think, from London, and 
was instructed by the Sheh ta make a full inquiry into this. 
So I gave him the whale atory. In fact, I gave him a copy of 
my deapetch to Lendon, I eaaid, “There’s nothing secret in 
thia. You can sé@¢ it." And, of courage, in the end Zahedi 
Waa told not to he ao atupid. Theat was the soart of thing 


that Zahedi used to da, 


And a further ineident: there was aman, Abbas Nayeri, #ha 
lived at Galundarak, his wife chad property there. There was 
@ party given by Abbas Nayeri for Zahedi*s honor. He made 
certain that the British ambassador and the American 
embeasador, all were there. Weil, it had to be postponed, 
hecsuse Zahedi said he wouldn’t go anywhere where the British 
ambassador waa going to be. So, I waa away, up in Azvarbaijan 
or Somewhere, sc Abasea Nayeri quickly arranged the party when 
FT wees avay, but asked Charles Reagan <*7>, the charge 


d’arteires. 


Zehedi, when he turned up, sav the Britieh car there, with 
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the flag aon, because 1t had been given fo the charge 
da°atitaires while I was away, he turned setraight "round and 
teft the party. and this waa in his hanor, It waa 
@streardinary behavior. Neyeri has toid me thia. You can 


taik to him in Paria, he*il tell you the whole atory. 


This was typicel of Zahedi. He was totally unpredictabie and 
nationalistic, and .-..- there you ere. No, ne was net & hice 


man to deai with, at ali, 


@. Did you at all gat involved in discussions or preliminary 
plans for the calling of electiona for the constituent 
aepsembiy te make anendmenta ta the Constitution allowing the 


Sheh to appoint the Empresa as Regent? 
A. No. That was after the attempt on his life. 


A. No. ff eculd enliy think that ~- We cartainly welcomed 
thie move -- but, as far as I remember, we were never 
cansuited about if. But I may well have seid tea samebody 
like Sharit-Emeami, or somebody Like that, Tt’ as very 
important thet the Buccesaion should be cleer, in case 


ponething happenéd to the Shah." That, [ thank, may weil 


~ $2 - 
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have been aaid by me ta sonehody like Sharif-Emami or 
gomecne. But certainly we weren’t inyolvad in any details, 


at ali. 


Of course, we were worried, if the Shah did die, and there 
WAS nG provision for any succeasion, there wayid he sort of 


aquabhbies, among aii sartsa of people. 


G. Having iockedc at Embasay dacumenta of the Late “408, 
moticad that om that occasion, when a Conatituent Assembly 
wae calied, there were full and extensive consuiltatians 
between the Shah and the ambassador, John Hurray <¢7>, 
<unclear> beters we.aas actually dene. The step waa not. 
taken untii both the Britveh ambassador end the American 


ambassador had <unciear>. ~. 
4. Yes, Ne, I think the situation sad changed antirely by 
fhe 1960s, and the Shah would never drege of talking to va 
about those sort of things. 


AB. Wot @ven to w«e2e ft 


4, Io dan’t think sa, I can“t recollect him talking about it 


at all, Na. 
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@. In the same vear, “G7, former U.5. Vice-Preaident Nixon 
cane to Iran and cantferred with the Shah. Were there any 


marties or any receptiana ...7 


A. ‘Yea, J meat him at 4a party st the American Enmbaasy, but 
anly just -- he wes in the receiving line, one didn’t have 
any talk with hin at ali. That was drmin Meyer, wasnt it, I 


think? 


@. Theat*s right. Yee. 


A. I7d say Armin Meyer always struck me as being +ather 
zeaious of my awn position there, and didn*t reaiiv contide 


in me at ali. 


find [f think Gearge Alien, you Know, whoa had been quite a 
figure in Iran at the time of the accupation of Azarbaijan by 
the Russians, he came ta Tehran, and wanted to neet various 
people -- the old gang: Madame Nasr ol-Molk and people like 
that. And Armin Meyer didn’t know any of these people -- 


they weren’t in touch with the Anerican Embassy, 
That‘s one cecasion when Armin Meyer did ask me te go “rend 
end meet George Allen. Because all these names came 


trundiing out, and I gaid, “Gh, yes, I asw them yeaterdey, or 


-~ tg - 
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the day petore." And 2o Armin Meyer haa to acratch hie head 
and start inviting these people ta meet George dilen. But 
thet was shout the @enily time, I might say, Armin Meyer ever 


fseaked any help from me, at all. 


QO. Sane of the people who worked tor Armin Meyer have 
mentioned that he forbade them from having any direct contact 
with Iranian otticiala, because it would upset the Shab. And 
they were mentioning people who were actually ministers, not 
even to apeak af people who were in the opposition camp. 

What was your policy and your practice at the British Embassy 
cencerning contact with Iranians of various political 


persuasions? 


A. Weil, we believed in having as Wide contact as pnoseible, 
but not getting caught up with what I call the known 
enpoceition te the Shah. Who ware they?’ iI don’t Know. 
Aithough peopie wha were critics of the Shah, itike Ehtehal, 


no, £ yu@ed to go and play tennis with hin. 


And the Imperial Detense Colleges used to come avi avery year 
-- you know, bring ovt a group of soldiers and satliors and 
civil servants. I uged toa give a dinner party, and © would 
invite people iitke Ebtehaj or ~~ who elae wae a known 4... -7 


Dr. Alavi, who waa ealwayea very critical in those days. 
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People who I knew would be critical of the Shah, I wauld 
invite them to come and meet these people. And f had no 


heaitation in having them ta ny houge. 


But I waa reeliy careful in contact with, aay, Ali Amini, 
hecause of the Shah*a known diatruat of him, and soa an. 


Entezan, I saw occasionally, but not very often. 


But in terma of the real opposition, I made no 
attempt to get in touch with them. Because if would haye done 
ane mo good, and nade ane‘a position with the Shah aimost 


inpossaibie. 

QO. So it seems that you and the americans were in almost the 
aane situation, of sart of having isotated yoursaelvea from 

A. From the opposition? 


QO. «as. E£rom the opposition, and from any sort. of Girect 


contact with public opinton ether than the upper clesases. 


fi. Well, what was the opposition? Ji mean, who do yeu get in 
touch with, yor see? FT Liked to have, as I say, a broader 


collection of friends, and I had «a iot of the cider 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Denis Wright. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 10, 11 October 1984, Aylesbury, England. 
lranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


Wright-4 


generation, whether it was people like Hesaan dlavi, who had 
heen a senator, ar Moussavi, who was later murdered. Arab. 
Shaibani -- 4a lat oF these ald hands, who were, on the whole, 
Fou. might say, Sngicphiles, but were ¢ritical of the Shah. 
But not working hard againagt him. Those sort of peoepie I did 


keep in reguiar touch with. 


i iikawisae waa very happy to have the British Council there, 
wha were in touch with university citelses, and that sort of 


thing. 


But ane has te beer in mind that in a country like Iran, the 
anbaseedor and his enmbessy @re accredited te the Shah, and 
tne government oft the day. And it, given the conditions in 
iran, the Shah -- jeaious neture -- SAVAK reporting every 
move, if you were in touch with the real opposition 

-- whe would it be: Shehpour Bakhtiar, or whoever it might 
Be -- you would be destroying your own nosition with the 


Shah. 


fa I mentioned eerlier, Ali Amini going to dinner at the 
Amneriean Enmbessy..,. Armin Meyer was in trowbie, quite 
Serious trouble. And this could have happenend te mea, is Ja 


qotL involved with the wrong sort of people, 
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sa, you might say, it was almost deliberate policy not ta get 
involved with the real opposition. My main function was ts 
keep in touch with the Shah. dnd at that nonment of tine, 
there waa no indicetion that there was any threat fron the 
epposaition to his own position. J m@an, after the Muharram 
riets there wae na seriaus threat to hia position, ali the 


time I. was there. 


QO. But then thas wouid keep your own government in London 
not realiy fully informed as to what ney be going on in a 


perticular country.. 


A. Well, yes. Well, you’ve got te weigh up one egainat thé 
other. = mean, do you want to keen on good terms with the 
Shah, deo you want ta continue to dn your axport trade, do you 
want fo centinue your oil imports fram Tram -~ ail those sort 
of things which the Shah couid cut off if he wanted to, if he 


feit you were working against hin. 


And ao, FT don“t think it can be reaily an indictment againat 
@ither the British or the Amercien Embessy that we did not, 
4am @ hatter of policy, set cut fo keep in touch with the 
opposition. IF don’t believe, in those days, the cGiergy, the 
BRuidahea, were @ni afrective apposition. ifs only much later 


they came back inte the picture. And the extreme Lett. the 
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Tudeh, wera moatly in prison, and ac on. 


se, DC would agree with you that the British did not get 

involved with the opposition, but we didn’t shut our eyes to 
canpilaints thet we heard, nor were wa entirely impervious to 
the fact that the Shah hag got enemies, but there were*t very 


many in those early dave. 


Q. it ia said thet even the C.I.A. resiiy Limited its 
contects with whatever opposition there was. Covld the same 


thing be said shout the ...? 


4. iI think, probabiy, yes. I think it coutid. For ws, and, 
I think, the C.f.A., the important thing wes to frustrate any 
Russian plané. fhererore we cooperated with SAVAK <unclear> 
On Our main target being the Rusgians. And for thet reesan, 
if we, at the same time, got invelved with the real 
eppesificn, and the Shah heard ahout it, as he would have 
done, if would have ruined any sert of cooperation with him. 


4nd destroyed cur gerereal position in Tran. 


I think, even in the Light of hindsight, we were right to 


sehave 45 wea did then. 


@. When one looka at the chronsinogy of Iran, one af the 
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interesting things that one notices is that in 19568, it was 
the first time that the Sheh and the former Queen took their 
winter hoalidayea in Furepe. As at then, subsequently, this 
became an annual practice. 


r 


Aw What, taking holideys in Enurepe? 


2. Yes. Rather then in iran, which .... In 4 way, Ft 
teminda ne of the celebration that you destribed -- the two 
parties where food has been imported trom Europe rather than 
having Persian fodd. Ooes this recall any inpressicons oar 


theughts? This first Euronesn winter holiday? 


A. Na, I didn’t realize it was his first. I thought hed 
been going akiing there fairiy reguiariy. ais that the firac 


tine he went skiing over there? 


WM. It may he. FTF have a gueation mark next fo thie. 


A. Ko, © think he had gone @ariier than thet. I don’t knaw 
With Sorays, but ..-.. When did he buy his house, the Surette 
<?> house? He bought that -- when did I see hin in Geneva? 
1970, ar at St. Noritz. Well, it may be that waa the first 


tine, hut it didn’t signify anything. 


ef ee 
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a. Naw, in later years, 


@. Graduall,, these winter holideys beceme &@&n occasion tor 
Rheny private discussions, negatiatiansa, whach cavid take 
piace in Switzerland rather than in Tehran, Do you recall 


anything in this regard? 


A. Yes, weil, the oil peopie elways used te go and see him 
in St. Moritz. He was on particulariy close terma with Sir 
Haurice Sridgeman <spf>, the chairman of OF. Maurice 
Hridgeman used te quo and see him there and give 4a general 


teur de@ reisoen about the ail situation. 


And certainly on one occasion, if not twa occasions, quite 
serious, oil negotiations took place in Sf, Hartiz. David 


Steele <spn7> of BP went over and saw hin. 


Jowent te see the Shah in February, I think, 1370. Sut we 
can come an toa that when we come to Bahrain -- I went to see 
him there. snd I remember on that occasion -- or ister, when 
I saw hin somewhere when I was beck in Tehran, he seid that 
thet had heen #8 very succeserni, enjoysbie occasion, uniike 


kany of the people who came to pester him in St. Moritz. 
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And I remember -- I had toe apend ane night at the big hotel 
there. Wheat is it? The Suretta ¢7> -- whatever it is. The 
Place waa teening with Iranians, not only the security 
people, but Bbusinesamen, all hanging eround the Shah. ~L Wes 
absolutely, aimost disgusting, te see this, how everyhody wea 
there to try and gé@t something suit of the Shah, you see. Or 
to show they were close toe the Shah, and so en. 1 was just 


there one night. though. 
O. When did the groundwork for Bahrain begin? 


A, W#eil, it began in Novenber -- weli, the decision by the 
British gavernment toa pull out of Aden, whach was made, T 
think ~~ they said they would puili cnt by i968 -- and they 
may heave mede the decision, the Labour government, 4 year or 


two before, Ive forgotten. 


Anyway, that put the Shah on notice that the British were 
iosing their grip on the Middle East, and he got incressingiy 
worried. Then, in Novemher i957, the Labour gavernment of 
Harold Wilzon sent out @ minister of state, t?> Roberts, toa 
reassure all the Gulf rulers, the Sheikhdoms and the Shak, 
that the British gevernrent had decaded not to puili ont. of 
the Persian Guit, but to stay there for an i:odefinite period, 


&o long as their presence was réeouired to assure the 
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atebility of the area. The British reagon being, Gf course, 


oil. 


Well, the Shah was very plesaged ta hear that. I don’t think 
he altogether believed it, but he was pléessed, 4nd 50 were 
the Sheikha. Leas than two months tater, January 1966, the 
same British gavernnent, Haroid Wilsan‘a, sent out the sane 
minister, ¢?f>? Roberts, to tell the Gult rulers, including the 
Shah, that the British had decided to full out of the Gulf by 
41971, The reasnna It needn*“t go inta, but they were tied up 


with domeetic policies in England. 


Now this came as a comaiderct* .. tk to the rulera, and 
alsa, not perhaps so much te tf." ao, who wes more 
r@alistic, but he waan’t particularly heppy with this. This 
ted to ali serts of complications, because the firakt thing 
wae: the British gull out of the Guif and give up their 
treaties with these Guif rulers. Whet de you leave in their 


place? 


We were gnxioua to idave a viable group of Sheikidoma, and by 
May of that year, 1968, hed managed toa persuade the 
Sheikhdonas ~-- a Lot of hard work, because there were quarrels 
heivgeen Lhe Various saheikhs -- that they ahbouid consider a4 


federation or s union with the seven Truciel Speitkhdoma, pilus 
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Qatar and Bahrain. And an ennouncement was made fram -- 


wherever it waa -- Gatar about thia. 


Now this infuriated the TIranisana and thé Shah becaysae they 
saw this ams facing thea Iranian goayernment with a fait 
._ Seconpii of 2 faderation in which Bahrain, which was 
elaimed by Iran, and the isiands af Tunbs and Abou Mussa 
would be uiider the federation of these sheikhs. And the ‘ 
iranians would be faced with the aiternativea of either 
geccepting this and recagnizing the aheikns, and getting on to 
good terhs with the Arabs -- But by sao daing, they would be 


giving up their claims to Banratn and the isianda. 


Se there was & concerted preés campaign in Tehran against the 
British and thia. dteahoiite British, eclonicl plan —-- 


imperielian, Sli the reat of if, 


ALi that summer, my job was to try and find some means 
whereby we coultd move towards 2 seCttienent of these 
outstanding problems. We talked in terms of a packege deal: 
Batrain versus the islands, and se on. But that was not 
aractical from the British noint of view in many ways, and 
nee aceeptabie to the Shah. And in the end, we got it 


down that we mtet aettia Bahrain fira . 
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Waii, the Sheh had said to mé@ ever many years that he waant 
interested in Bahrain. The pearls had run out, and the oil 
was running Gui: “Soa what’s the good of it -- to met” Sunt 
he aaid, "I can’t just give at up. I*ve got to have « 
face-saving formula.” He said, “Youve got ta have a 
plebiscite or referendum, and if it goba against Iran twhich 
he Knew if would, because the najority of poDUlation were 


Arabs>, IF will aecept that." 


we said we could not have a niehiscite ar referendum because 
there wasn’t the machinery there, and if covid open up very 
agiftficuit probiema fer the ruler of Bahrain, who wouldn’t 
ececept a plehiscite. He said, “This is. toe ditficuit, 
politically, for me.* I went up to ade the Shah at the 
Caspian -~ he waa staying at Ramsar, in Princess Shams’ 
viila, I think, in August, 1968. And he rejected this idea of 
any soert of compromise on Bahrain -- cemprletely. He said, “A 


Piebiacite or nothing. “Gell, we were satalemate tien. 


And 38 waa Jater that year thet Senator Maa’oudi cane to fee 
me to talk about varicua possibilities. I suggested fo him, 
because I’d had just a hint in one tetegram from the Foreign 
Office, that we might be able te get the ieeak Nations inte 
the act, and they might test pubiie epinion in Bahrain, and 


Bay that public opinion was in tavor af independence, etc., 
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etc. 


And sca, I put thia idea to HMasa*sudi, nat on inatructiona from 
the Foreign Office, it waa myself, exploring, @ithough I knew. 
that the Foreign Office were not opnosaed to this. And 
Mas“oudi aaw the Shah, I think the next day at some party, 
and telephoned ne afterwarda, and aaia, “Some and have tea 
With me." 2f went up, and the said, “I’ve talked to the Shah 


and he Likes this idea.” 


So 7 then telegraphed to London that there seemed to he a 
possibility along these lines. Weli, London said, “Weil, all 
right. Well try this. But it’s a very delicate operation, 
because we don“t trust the Iranians. The franians don’t 
truat us. Abd the Bahratmie don*t t*euat either of us. 3oe 


weve got to have @averything agreed, step by siren.” 


And aa, in the ghey i got enough guicance tié be shie to go ta 
the Shah. And I went to him, on the 24th of December, 1366, 
Christmans Eve, and aaid to hin, “Look, I’m in touch with 
Lendon. F hear that yau are net opposed to a United Nations 
solution. Thia is how we seé it being done, We ask the 
Secretaery-General ta send someone to test public opinion, and 
so on.” “Boe. I said, “we've got to have agreement at every 


step. it’s going to be a very difficult negetiation.” 
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And the Shah said, “Yea, I like thia idea.” He vsed the word 
Teanetructive." But he said, “I must prepare public 
apinion.” So, be said, “All right." I eaid, “Now, whe can I 
deai with oan this?" Because i knew Zahedi was deadiy 

opposed to any asettiement on Bahrain. He’d once in the 
Embassy had a great outburat when <7> Roberts was there, and 
aaid that “it we did anything with Bahrain, he wauld reaign, 
and cali for his sword and his gun, and go and fight for it.” 


You Bee. 


Q@. Reatiy? 


A. Oh, yes -- a terrific outhurat. So the Shah theught a 
minute, ind then he said, “I think you*’d better deal with Nr. 
fizeshar, Khosraw Afshar. He is more in tune with this. than. 


anyboady else.” That was on Ghristmas Eve. 


Christuas Day, 25th of December, Afshar summoned me te go and 
see him. EF went, and teid hin what had transpired with the 


Shah. And that waa that. 


fi*d ¢teid Lendon all thie. And T expected -- the Shah saying 
he'd have to prepare public opinion -- this would take 
_ aéveral mantha, He went off to India on Christmas Day -- to 
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india and Pakistan on a state visit. 


lin the 4th af January, hext day, I suppose, I must have 
picked up the peper, but f used to get Ettelea“at ar 
fhayhan in the Peraian edition every evening, and I 
was xeeding it, and aaw he had made a ataterment in Delhi 
about being prepared to jliaten to public opinion -- I’ve 


forgotten his exact words. 


GQ, “Shah said tran wouldn’t use force to make BRathrain part 


at Iran, but wouid aise mot sailow it to be ceded ta cthera.” 


&. Yes. Sut he aleao. asid that public opimion muet be 
consulted, I think. Sec, && goon as © read this, £ thought: 
“ah, thia ia the Skheaht He’s suddenly taken the atep.” Soa f 
ealied up my cauncitior -- it was a Sunday, I think. And 
Beid, “Come over ana taik.” Because i normally never botherad 
peocpie an a Sunday -- I fett them aioane. And fi said, “Lock, 


thia ia the Shah suddeniy moving.’ 
And, in fact, it was. He‘d dane this, I heard later, ageinst 
the advice af Ais own advigors, but he took the plunge. 


Weil, thet set things going. 


G@. Who was your councilior t+4n7? 
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A. Charles Reagan tsp?>. 


And that set things going. Uver the next few months I got 
yarious drafts af procedure, and how we shovid handie this. 
and I used ta work thraugh Atsher,. I never saaid @= word to 


2ehedi, not a word ta Alam. Kept it abaciutely ...53 


2, Feally, not even to Alan? 


a- Not to filam. Tf said nething to anybody. I just kept 
aiaciluteliy with Atehar, and falked to neahody. We had 
preblems. Afaher was quite difficuit -- he said, “We must go 
to the Security Council first, before we go to the 
Secretary-General."” and tha Foreign Orfice absolutely 
refused. They said, "If we go to the Security Council, there 
@iii be trouble, and this will spoit the whale thing. We 


cannot." And we refused to budge an that. 


And Afshar was very diffacuit an this, sa in the end I went 
to the Shan, expisined why, and the Shah saccerted cur view. 


So we got that polnt won, 


Whet were the other anags? Ive forgotten. Tt was cover 


wording. But on the whoite, hetween Afshar and myself, we 
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thrashed out thinga. And occadgionaiiy I would gay the Shah 
hed to be brought in. But we, got it to a point where 
everything was ready except the question of e plebiscite. 


The Shah eatill insisted on « plebiscite or referenduz. 


Gea knew that Bahrain would net accept thia, sa there again we 
had toa ..., F think Ff went to the Shah, but somebody cise 
-eee I think there were tails in Geneva, secret talks, with 
Afshar, who went ta Geneva and talked to the Bahreinia there. 
And eventualiy, we worked out a formula that the United 
Nations should be aaked to sound phbiic opinion, es beat they 


theught.,. And the Shah accepted this. 


But wed been rather suspicious cof ati this. We wanted a4 
document which would get out how he worid do thia, whe he 
would consult. THe Shah wouldn’t accept this. He said, “I‘n 
net prepared to be tied down tea anything. Ive got ta have 


<uncleaear>.** 


So we agreed in the end, with the Shah’a agreement, that the 
British ehouid have «= bit of paper agreed with the Unitad 
Netions, but the Shah should be uneware oftictaliy of thia, 


And s¢ that wage agreed after a bit of a battle. 


And i¢ve gorgetten what other issues there were. But eli 
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seemed toa be going weil. We had mo dittficulty on aegqreeing 
ho should be the man, & man calied Winspear Ghiucetti <?7>, 
his name wes, I think. He was Itealiten, but he had heen 
hrought up in England. We hed te keep that rather quiet, 
because we thought that would upset the Iraniens. Sut he was 
Italian. And he*d gat a good reputation at the United 


Hationsa.,. 


We aisao had to pursuade U Thant to do this, because this was 
4n exercise which both the Shah and we khnew was already -- we 
Bnew whet the resulta would he, you see. But T think it waa 
done at Fisenhower‘’s funeral, when Alec -- no, it wasn’t Aiec 
Dougias-Home, it muat have been Michael Stewart, talked ta U 
Thant, and explained the importance of thia. And he 


underteck to take it on. And ac, Things went ahead. 


And things. Looked like aii being settied. The last heap, or 
obateacie, was the wording of the franian approach te the 
United Hations. How, at the last minute, soametine in 
December or January, 1568-69, the franian2 had second 
theughts about the werding of this. And I wernldn’”t want you 
to quote né to Afshar, but he wes the ditficult person. He 
Wee by this time ambasasdor in London, but was stili handling 


negotiationa. 
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4nd for ressona which I can eniy guess -- I think chiefly he 
was thinking of hia own skin vis-a-vis Zahedi, who was tery 
opposed te ali thia aort of thing -- he Wanted te have a 
nasty letter fo the UN, taiking arpout British catoniai rule 
in Bahrein. We saaid, "This. is not seceptable. First of ali, 
it wasnt colonial ruie, it waa «A different sort of 
reiationshis. and, Becondiy, this is rat scceptable to the 


Bahrainis.” He refused to budge. 


i WVas.on my last leave back here, and had just bought this 
heuse. And the Foreign Office caited me up, and said, “Loak, 
Berious trouble over Bahrain. The Iranians have now 
back-pedaied on the approach to U Thant. Wheat de we de about 


ft7 rr 


We knew fairly certainiy that it was Afshar and not the Shah. 
i said, “Well, I think the thing is te get them “<f> ta send 
ae to St. Moritz to see the Shah. I think that might do the 
trick.” Well, iff didn’t. Gur charge d’affeaires, & man 
cailed Donald Murray, who was on charge, tried this on in 


Tehran, and it. didn’t work. 


Sa if was inatructed to go to see the Shah in St. HWoritz. And 
T #wiso seid that it was. eseential thet Afahar shouid be 


there, because we were pretty certain he waa the oabatacle,. 
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So, i went to St. Maritz. fF was in Brussels. I had to sit 
up #11 night: I eeuldn’*t get 4a sleeper. iI had Lunch with 
Afahar. ft waan’t 4 very harmonioua lunch, because Afsher 
was very tiresone and difficuit on this. He*d heen traveling 
ail night toa, J think. He*d been in Tehran for his father’s 


or fathoar-in-law’s death or some ceremony ~~ fortieth day. 


Then we went in to gee the Sheh. The Shek was in ski clothes, 
im a vary happy, holiday maod. And he started asking ne 
about what I”“d been deing on ay heliday, and all this sort of 
thing. And 56 ve got aon to quite a friendiy ... I teid hin 
I’d. gust bought this house, and he tdld me he*d just bought 
the Sufetta <T> house, which you coyld put this wholt house 


3n7 one room, ajmost, 


There’s old Afshar sitting iike this, you see. (Boa 

not quote me back to Aisher on thie.3 Then the Shah 

Seid, “Whet"s your troubie?” So J said, “Look, it’s thiz 
approach to U Thant. The werding is not what we had agreed, 
emu} hePecaes offensive that it’s not acceptable to the British 


government.” So he then talked to &tsaher. 


The Iranian from the United Nationa had come ovar, foo. And 


he saened to tell thes, "Well, yee, aettle thia, and go back 
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to New York and clear this up.” 


Weli, IT knew perfectly well that ance if got aut of the 
Sheah’sa handa it would not get settled. So I said, “Your 
Najeaty, after wheat you*’ve said, I can aettle this in the 
next roon with Hr. Afshar in five minttes, if you*li iet us 
fadik.™" So, I could see Afshar ready te stab me then, you 


Know. 


So the Shah said, “Ail right. You go next doar, and I’m here 
fii seven avelack.” Sa f went next door with Atsahar and this 
other mean. And we had about two hours of talk. I had very 
qood instructions tran Londen. I was given 4 certain amount 
of leeway, and, in the end, atter a tot af tough argument, I 
reached agreement. I said, "T accept. on hehalf of the 


British goavernrent.” 


He anid, “Well, I’ii now take it to the Shah.™ So Afshar 


goes. in to see the Shah. 
QG. Alone? 
A. Alone, yes. And came beck five minutes later, and said, 


“Yea, the Shah’s very heppy it’s ali egread.” Weil, because I 


didn“t truat Afshar, I ssid, “Would you read cut exactiy the 
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wording, so there’s no misunderstanding between us.” 
So Afshar read aut. 4nd he’*’d put back ail the thinga FT had 


eut out. 


i axpleded, you see. I seid, “This ia not what I agreed.” 
“Oh,” said Afshar, “this is what the Shah agreed.” I said, 
“Ll don’t care what the Shah has agreed. it’s not what I have 
agreed. [I’m negotiating on hehaift of the British 
government.“ CGan’t alter it. The Shah has made up bia nind, 
and that*s that. I said, “I don’t care a damn. F°ii go and 
gee the Shah myself. But i°m not going to sccept 


this.” 


Gail, atter a reaily atand-up Bbettle with Afshar, he vent 
oft to see the Shah again. And came back a few minutes 
later, and said, “He accepts your wording.” So, hecause FT 
didn“t trust Afshar, I said, “AT1 right, you get 1f typed 
out, and give me @ copy. Then i°it accept it. I don’t 
accent tt til I’ve got a copy now, which I want to check 


word-by-woard.* 


And aq Axahar went off and got it typed. And in the end F 
accepted it. About nine o’clock thet night, I telephoned ta 


Landon, and agaid, “All ia settled.” And that was thet. 
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And then we sectled the Bahrain thing. I mean, at went shead 


quite @aaiiy after that. 
GC. How wea this plebiscite question worked oautt 


4. Weli, it was that he -- Winspear epent five or aix weeks 
there -- he consulted various clubs end orgsanivatiana, and 
went “round. And reported that the cverwhelming demand was 


for independence. And 25, that wag that, 


Q. How did you react when ali that protest wee epoken Fn the 


Hajgies? Were you worried that it may ... 


A. Hoa. You see, the Shah -- he was @ curious fellow -- 
because he knew Zahedi waa against all thia, he made Zahedi 


go down to the Majles and announce this, you know. 
Oo. I< was there that day as a spectator. 


fe Were you? And -- whats his name, Pezeshkpour?’ «~ he 
etteacked it, didn’t he. Four people voted aqainat it. Na, 
once the aie Wea decided, And hed had a bit of a 
propagenda campaign in the army and things, you Know. Ee was 
Rich more nervous than he need have been. fF think thar 


rehrein thing couid have been quite easisy settied without 
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all thia. J mean, the =Gah could have given if up without 


any serious trouble. There ween*t much. 


And tne isiendsu -- that was ali settied atter i lett. Buti ff 
got involved, of course, to sehe extent, an the islanda 
‘bevore I left. But IT helieve that the Shah could have given 


ur his. claim to the isiands, if he’d wanted te, 


Ath any rate, wea were much more concerned with fahrain, ac 
when I retired and left Tehran, I went down te he Guit#. Ia 
never heen in the Gulf before; I was never aiftawed to ga 
there when I was in Tehran -- the Foreign Office woufen’t let 


AG gO. 
Q. Why not? 


A. Weil, because it would have heen misunderstood by the 

. Shah, misundersatead by the Arabs. You Krow, if was nuch 
better to keep out. 
But vhen I went dawn after I retired, I of cour#e went te aee 
the rulers of Ras al~Khaimoh @nd Sharjah, and urged them to 
come to terms with the Shek. I said, "“Ha’s going to take 
these islands, whether you like it af not. Yeu might aa wali 


do 6s deai, and gat wha. you can on the oii Bice, and ail 
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that. ‘t 


Weil, @ne of them -- IT think it wae. hea ali-Kheimah -- 
Listened, and Sharjah didn’t. And of course the Shah 


occupled the iglands. But I wasn’t there at the end. 


But, on the whole, that Bahrain exercise was sn indication af 
atatesmanship by the Shah. And the fact that you could go te 
hin ang argue .-.. #henever these problems cropmed up vith 
Atehar, ane went to the Shah and gave him one’s reasons for 
why we abjected to gaing to the Security Council, and all 
that. sort ot thing. And the Shah ‘took quite big decisions, 
conragecua daciaionsa, and shawed himaelft to be, you know, a 
statesmen, in away. So that thing was settled, and quite a 


big feather in the Shah*s cap. 
@. Wheat did the Shah get in return for thie? I mean, .44 
A. Weil, he got the isianda. 
a. i eee, that was fie «.. 
A. Wail, we vanted ase WE HEVEY ws. In fact, af ane atage in 


the negetiationa, im March of 1969, Alam ¢I“d never diacusaed 


Shia question with hin, or with Hoveida, or with Zahedi} -- 
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Alam asid, “I have inetructitone from the Shah to teil yeu 
that any settlamant af Bahréin is conditianai oan the islands 
being handed aver.“ And I said, “Net a bitt" IF said, “weve 
never had this as a package-deal ideq. They’re quite 
aepareate., The rulers are differents And, if you insist, the 


Rahrain negotiations are offi” 


find, When Michaei Stewart, the foreign minister, came out, 
that Hay, for a Baghded Pact meating, the whale idea of 
dinking them waa dropped, I mean, the Shah tried it on juat 


that ante. 


But, af the back of the British mind wes that the Shah is 
determined to have thease islands, and if we dan*t let hin 
have them, we alail be realiy at war with him defanding the 
Sheikkdoms. Ana, you may remenher, that when the government 
af Heath got in, atter Labour loat the elections in -- when 
Was it? June, 19709 -- I was summoned hone te Engiand ta see 
Alec Deuglas-Home to talk aboywt thia. Secause the 
Conaerveatives were in two minds abeut the istands, and 


pulling aut of the Guit, generally. 
And the first thing that Alec Pougias-Home wancred to do was 
to see the Shah to find sut how strongiy he feit about the 


isiands. So 2 went ocrosea in a littie chartered airplane with 
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him -* a government sirplane -- in June, 1370, to Brussels, 
where the Shah was, to see hin about the islands. And 
Hougias-Home wae eornvinced fram the jine the Shah took that 


he would not give up thia claim te these islanda. 


i remenber Aim saying fo me on the plene coming pack, “I 
think weve goat to take this on the chin." In other words, 
the Conservatives have got to be prepared ta abandon their 
SuppGert for the Arabs on this, and ket the Shah have then. 


And thats what hapoened you know. 


Q@. In °69 thuré was a good deal of conflict between Iran and 
Iveag, which resulted in Iran abrogating the 1937 Agreement on 
the Shatt-ai-Arab, Does that have anything to do with any of 


thease diacuesions? <tunclear? 


A. Wo, I think the Shah complained. that we were not 
aupporting Adm, Because thereée’d been trouble earlier about 
ships coning up the Shattal-aArah, and fiyang the Iranian 


flag, and thet sort. of thing. 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Denis Wright. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 10, 11 October 1984, Aylesbury, England. 
lranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 





HARVARD UNEVERSITY 


Cenes FoR MIpGLe EasTean STuaces 
‘Eranzan:Crat-Histe ty Propect 


Diszcroar: Hania LanyevaRor 
Processing Supenvisor: £14 SEDSHt 


‘TrassceibeR: MARGARET DUROTS 


Narmaron: DEWIS WRIGHT 

Dare or ineewtew: OCTOBER. 10, 1984 
Pack oF Interviewc HADDENHAM, ENGLAND 
INTERVIEWER: HABLE LADSFVARDT 
Tape Np.: 5 


Resréicriens: SHE EELEASE 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Denis Wright. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 10, 11 October 1984, Aylesbury, England. 
Iranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


93-10-87 THDES GF TRANSCRIPT 


w+ 5-7 -42-- rates HARRATOR? HRIGH -HRIGHT,SIR BEMIS (SEE RELEASE}- -- = -- -~--2-----e 
woe ee eee eee eee TAPE Ni; 5 wee beet rte eee eee a 


ALTKHANT, ALI-NASHI 

GREAT BRITAIN, COMMERCIAL THTERESTS IN IRAN 
BREAT BRITAIN, GEPLONATIC RELATIONS WITH 
PERSIAN BULF 

SAYAK 

SHAR, REGIKE GF THE 

STYAN-KAL 

URITED ARAB EMIRATES, THE 


TAHEDI., ARDESHTR, AS: ANBASSABAR £ FOREIGN MINISTER 


mae i a ia i ai ee ei aa i ea ee ea ei ea a ei a ei ei i i ei ei ea i i el ll 
7 7. 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Denis Wright. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 10, 11 October 1984, Aylesbury, England. 
lranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


Wright-5. 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
CENTER FOR MIDDLE EASTERN STUDIES 


TRANTAN ORAL HISTORY PROSECT 


Narrater: Sir Benis Wright 
Date; OUcteber if, 1984 

Place: Haddenham, England 
interviewer: Habib Ledyevardi 


Tape fio.t 3 


A. Sut, on that, F can’t remember any -- I mean. F must have 
talked about it to people, and £ do remenber, at one BLage, 
A&rdeshir Meahedi, rather to my surprise, biowing up or getting 
quite angry about SAVAK*s intervention in Iraqi relations, 
having spoilt better reiations. But he didn’t go ants 
derails about it. ff can’t remember Eetng more than, you 
kndw, worried dbout if, but we certeiniy «ere not invoived in 


any way, irying te act @s peacemakers or anything iike that. 


G. Hasicaliy, as I understand it. SAVA was the Iranian 
gavernment agency that was sort of responsible for the tui 
and Sheikhdons. That never has been understocd by me. Cees 


that rake sense te your? 
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A. That does, yes. You see, SAVAKR hod responsibliity and -- 
who was LET -- Aliknani, I think, was involved. Have you 


teiked to him about thist 
@. Yes, we taiked about this yesterday. 


A. He was one of the SAVABR rneanpie invaived, and that’s, ar 
course, why Persians distrust him -- Alikhani -- so much, 


because fhe was involved with SAVAR. 


a. What was the rationalise for SAVAK being invaived in 


foreign affairs? Cunclear} 


A. Weil, I think pneceatse the Shah --+ 1 den’t knovw, I’m aenly 
specuiatang, now ~- but SAVAK hed secret funds, and the Shah 
envisaged buying nhe Bheikhdoms. S3aAvVAK used te ianvite the 
Sheikhes over for hunting. f once compiained te the shah 
about the extent to which the Greet Bustard was besng 
Slaughtered by the Sheikhs who would come aver with ther 
Fonmy-duns and Kill hundreds of thease very precious, rare 
hirds, the Bustard. And then go off beck to Qatar, oar 
siveraeas it was, wath these birds” curcasses all retting on 


their Bboata, and that sort of thing. 


This was ali done through SAVAK. I think he feit that the 
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SAVSK were the people to soften up the ruiers and make them 


inte good friends of Iran. 


@. Whet do Vou tvenember about your bast two yeara, I quesas 


it would be, if [rant 


&. Well, my bast two years were sc much taken up with 
Bahrain, really, and the Persian Guif generaliy. And, of 


course, Gil alwava. Sut those were the twa main things. 


T gdid a iet of traveting those yeara -- 8. gaod hit of 
traveling. My wife always and I did every year, We 6ither 
went off in a Land-Rover or with tents or with a mule, end 


Canped out and ao on. We did quite a lot of that. 


But the oniv time i was @scorted on any of these trips was 
the Last trip I did. I wanted to ride to the Caapian, to 
Dayiaman, where YT had a Persian friend whose wife worked int 
the embeaay. They had a smaii property there, And this 
pepaice eeanee down magr Lahijan somewhere. And there“d been 


E£hat guerilia attack, do you remember, on 4 police station? 


&. Thats at. 
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Q. I see. You were there then? 


A. Yes. F was there then. Wevd planned this trin way shead 
~a. from somewhere near Wartvan to pick up mules and then ride 
aver tea the Casanian-. ft was April. and it was nat very nice 
Weather. And we were going to end up at this place, 


Siyahkal, you see. 


G@. What wha #0 apecial about Siyahkheit why did you want ta 


go there? 


A. Because this man -* I was stayang with & man called 
Aljaboui (?3, whe had a preperty at Daylaman, whach wan above 
Siyahbkai. And that’s where the road came to an end, where 


matorcars could pick you up. And 20 we had te get tLhere. 


Wail, because ot this a@atteck on the police sutetion -- I had 
told the Mindstry of Foreign Affairs f was going to do this 
trig. | alwava toid them when ft was going off. I never 
asked for permiseion, I just eaid. And in this case they 
gage I must have an @acort. £0 we had four soldiers on 


h. ties, 


{ venember the first night. It was snowing, you see. It was 
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up in the mountains, and trighttully coid. These poar 
soldiers ... cold! My wife was sao frozen that she had te be 
laitted off her horse when we got up to 4 village. Anyway, we 
had three days riding through. and then, of course, the 
ether side you came into spring. Sut that’s the only fine of 
aii my satay in Inman where f ever nad what Ivd cali a miiiary 
escort fo protect me. therwise, ane traveled freely without 


any trouble af ali. 


GQ. Thare were rumors abeut aay attacks adqainst these 
queriilas. Did you see any airplanes fiying by or anything? 


ak 


sh. No. No. None. 


0. What was ‘your imnoression of that? Bad you feel thas was 


an itsoalated incident? 


A. =f thought at that tame that it was an isclated inc2dent. 
But ox course 1t waen’t. Ftwas the beginning of further 
guerilla attacks. £ left a faw weeks iater. That trip was 
in April -- just let me see when we did this ee -~ yes. 
Dameah Amasiou Gillan, at the hoyse of Javanbakht. This was a 
Kurdish village, which was @ summer village. ft was almost 


enpty. find this wee fhe @th of Aprii, i3Y/1. 
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Do you want this on the tane?r 


a. Yes. 


Aa “Set off at 4:45 am ir Leand-Rover wath Tana, Lev tthat 
Was a Ghate Russian friend of mine, Lev (Ti, whe was in 
Peraieas, and Teresa (Teresa was my wife’s private secretary:. 
Dropped Teresa in Asezvin, where she wanted ta shen. We went 
an to Rudbar, where Aillaooui if! (who was aur host there} was 
awaiting us with varicus cronies, ane of them our host 


tonight. 


"Good lunch et newly-Bbualit réstaurant. at Rudber, then some 
forty miles by newish métaiied raad rinnang to east. Twa 
Rugsian je@ep-lcada of Gendarmerie escort (there’s been 
shooting and Killing at Siyahkal lately, so was quate glad of 
the escorts. Stopoad for tea, etc. after some twe and a hait 
hours, then on in thack mist to pack up muies, ali Laad an 


and waiting for us by Allabouda (Ti. 


“Vet, Misty, and very discouraging 4&8 ve seh off about 3:30 
pn. Us three (that’a Fone, myseif, and Lev t?ti, Ailzabour 
{?3, Javanbakht, a Fat, But very nice mining engineéer, twa 
genderme officers, and three or four men. Numerdus 


_c@ fh @or via dar s {that’s muleteera, tan*t itti. Mist, rain, 
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aieet, and caisg. And Lf wish we had never come, except tor 


the primroses and vielets and snowdraps. 


“But now, 10:00 om, warm, weil-tfed, and tired, in 
Javanbakht’sa family mansion, I*ve no regrets. Ha*s the local 
aqguire, and the few all-the-year-round viltagers in the 
_y¥_4_y_i_a_q@ couid not he more fraandly. It seems this part of 
Gillan is peonled by Kurds whoa were transferred here trom 


KRheressan by Nard-e Shah. Javanbakhnt ta such @ Hurd, and 


Bays the viilsgers all taik Kurdish.” 


Welki, that was it -- fT mean, that wes our fitst day. snd sa 
We went on. Un the next day, we stayed at Eapati (TT) and 
Enire day, Ehe i0th af Aprii, we goat to Siyahkai, where the 


Shooting was. 


a, it had Asppened, Wheat, several days betore? 


4. No, it head been several weexs before, I think. I’ve 


Rentioned nathing about it at ail -- it was very late ... No, 


there’s nothing ahout it. 


G. Wheat percent of the day“e diary would be written that 


evening and what percent would be done later ant 
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fA. I did that that night. 


oO. Bu noarmeaiiy se a 


4. F always wrote if up @t might. And I’d say they’re not 
of much interest, the diaries, beceuse they give just tactual 
thanga. I was vary careful not ta give views on peopie, and 
$0 Gn; because I saivays suapected that -- well, didnt 
Suspect, But imagined that one ar ather af one’s servants was 
supplied with a camera by SAVAK. = don’t think they were, 


But, in fact. one had to be caretul, so I never did. 


4. So you teft Tran aebeut = Few weeks aitter thia? 


A. Yes, the wid ot ac of April. 


@Q. Your term in Iran, .f f remeanber correctly, must be one 


of the langeéat of 4.4.4. 


A, Et*a the longest on record, except for a man calied 
Ailisen {ap7I, who wae there in the 18708. He vas there far 
afew months longer than T was. But it’s the longest on 


record. 


G. Is there any apecisl expianation fox this? 
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Aw @elt, I think the explanation is a maxture of luck and 
enacts Firat of ali, I know -- atterwards i was toid traere® was 
3 move to send me to Hoacow as ambassador, atter i“d been in 
fran little more than & yvesr and 4a haif, in Blace of Geoftrey 
Harrison (73. Gr wes it of Humphrey Trevelyan (71? At any 
yate, There was a move, but thet was quashed ay che Foreign 
Oftice on the grounds that I hadnt bean an Tehran tong 
enough. 

Then, atter id been there about my normal stant of two fceurs 


-- £0ur yeara —- 


Qo. is four years the normsl ...? 


A. Tt*s the normal sert of tour ~~ three and « half, teur 
years, IF had been asked what I wanted te do next, and f 
Said, “anypiace.” 7 didn“t perticulariy want to leave 
Tehran, hut if IT had to go anywhere, T wouid like India. Tf 
think i was siated to go to India. FT never heard officaaliy, 


but varicus hints were made. 


But Harald Wilson suddenly decided to amulgamate the Foreign, 
Office with the Commonwealth Relations Office, without eny 


Dreyious.... And @ zob had to be found for the head of the 
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Commonwealth Relations Gftice. And he was 4a man wha iad 
served in India and in Pakistan, and was obviously a choice 
for Belnhi. Sa he went, and I didn’t go. I say, it didnt 


worry m&@ at ait, f was very hars., *n Tehran. 


4nd then, a year or two letter, I got a ietter from the 
Foreign Uffice toe aay that, funciear] to their surprise they 
Read been toid by the Tresaury or the Board of Trade that they 
would very much welcome me as the heed of the UECD Déliegation 
in Paris, and that 1f J wanted the job, it was mine, n place 
af Lord Hankey ([Tl, who was 8 man who néerily came toa Tehran 
@S ambassador in 1953-52. Hut af i wished to satay in Tehran, 


they woepid tully understand, and Tet me stay there. 


So I atid, “Plegse tet me stay in Tehran.” So, one of those 
things. aAnd, I suppose, the fact was that T was getting on 
reasonably well with the Shah, and knew the country, and 
things were going fairly smeothiy in Angio-Persian relations. 


That meant they didn’t want te change me. 


Very often, ‘you get husinesaamen coming back comnpiaining about 
an embasssdor. Or the nit Gomparies -- they used to comptiain 
about. Douglas Macarthur ffi. But f was on goed terms with 
the oil companies and gocd terms with the businesa world, 


becavee I always regarded it as my joh to do what ene could 
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tea promote British business. I never took tne line that an 
ambassader should be aloot from the business worid, and soa 


7].. 


56 2 had gaod friends samong the cammunity, end there waa 


nobody gunning tor me, as far aS F know, so f etayed an, 


QO. And then, ance you came back ta Engiand, when was sort of 
Ene next S@riqdus contact, or business contact, with frenian 


mificialsat 


& 7 had virtuaeliy none. Because fT was asked. after my last 
ieave in England, whether I would joan the board af varrous 
companies. OGhe was Sheli, another one was Standard Chartered 
Bank -- it was then the Chartered Bank, itt hadn“t been 
anaigsmated -- and the third one was {73 Cox, who were 


deveioping agro-industry in the south. 


And T saiac I woutd, on condition T wasn”t asked to promote 
theix activities in Iran. IF wasn’t going te go out to fran, 
and qo and gee the Shah or Alam, and try and do business with 
them. And they ali agreed. They caid. “Na, we don“t want 


you te do that. We want your advice.” 


So, I kept to that. The only time I went back on I’d say a 
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business visit, 1 went with (?] Coxn’s to have a look at their 
davyelonment in the south, But no more than just to see that 
and teke part in ane meeting. Ii kept to that. I never was 


used by business people. 


Bnee the Board of Trade, as it then was, asked m@ to ga cut 
and lead a group af British over to try and get the bidding 
for the Tehran Airport. And I refused te ga. ft adaad ti 


Wasn’t goaing to goa out and do any business in fran. 


Then ane of the banks, Lazard’s if}, 2 think, wanted ma@ ta g& 
out and iead a consortium, and { refused. You know, IF kept 
aebeclutely out af it. And I’m very glad I did, because f 
&iweys had a contennt for these retired ambassadors and 
military atteches who used to come back and tout “raund tor 
bre. ness. {Lt wasi particulariy Americans, whe dad it, but 
Germans did it rather hadiy too. And, you see, Dougias Mac 
Arthur’s done it, or Helms has done it, and got tied up with 


Pereatan ...- 
And, of course, §£ bad Peraians trying ta get mea te ga inta 
business with then tris end. And af scovprse JI refused. And 


moa regrets. 


@. Haybe thia ia a good point ta Atop here today. 
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GO, Sir Denisa, if we could continue today’s session by asking 
you to deseribe your visit ta fran -- f belteve it was in 
1577? That wes your first visit with your aid friends and 


acquaintances? 


&. So, F went back twice before that, after I retired. i 
want back two, even perhaps three, times. And I think I saw 
the Shah Gn every occasion, But the most intergsatiag one was 


the return I made there in 1977, April. 


i went. out primariiy to -~ I was on my way back from the far 
Beast «~~ put 7 ran mainly concerned with iaunching ay book, 


The Enqlish Awongst the Persians, which had come cut. 


i wae going ta sign copies, and that sert of thin3g. There 
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waa quite « lot of publicity in the preas. But. 
unfortunately, 100 copieée, which were sent by air, sad 
arrived, but the 1000 copies ordered Ey the hockseller were 


held up at the Turkish frontier. 


And so, when I went down to my first S@s88i0n of “signing-on,” 
there was 4a large gueue of peopie, a hundred or more, Siready 
Khefore 3:30, when the bockahep opened. And within 
three-quarters of an hour, Id signed 109 canies, and trat 
wae that. Then people started queuing-up the next two or 
three days, and there was nothing for them. 3c that was my 


main Purpose in going to Iran. 


But TI saw the Shah, and hag a ieng, an hour’s talk, £ 
sunndase, with him, an generai things. Aithough 1 was a 
director of Shelli and the Standard Chartered Bank, I wesan*t 
talking any busineas with him at all. I was merely giving 
him a copy of my Book, which he had Head favorabie reports oan. 
in fact, the Hinister of Court had bought up 2090 conies to 
distribute at the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Pahiavi 
Dynasty. And eo, he knew ebout the boar, and waa 


conplinentary about if. 


He renged over the whole, wide fieid of international 


affaire, and, #6 usual, hed a firm grasp of the saituation. 
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He was worried about what was happening in Arghanistan. He 
was worried about Ethiopia, even, Somaliland. 4nd looked at 
it with broad, world peranective. But he was net at all 
worried, apparentiy, about the internal situation. He had 


nothing tc say of any interest on the internal situation. 


4s usual, hé had » complaint about the BBC and The 


Feonomist. I don’t know whether The Times came 





inte it, but ft knew he was very upset about something the BBC 
Had aaid, I’ve forgotten what it was. And I 
counter-attacked, because shortly betfore I went to fran, 
there’d heen 4 very nasty articie in the Enqlish edition of 
Keyhan -- Kayhan International, I think it 


wee, it nay have been in Ettela’at alsc. 


This wes an articie attacking Sir Roger Stevens <sp?>, one of 
my predecessora in Tehran, on the grounds that ne had written 
an article in Thea Spectator, the weekly paper, which 

the Shah regarded as unfavorable. Well, T had heard about 


this article in The Spectator. 


in fact, I heard about it from the Iranian Ambasasdor in 
London, Parviz Rajyi, who had telephaned me -- I think the 
article appeared in February -- about some other matter. ff 


thina if wae @ guestion of ... Wedidenfeild, the publisher, 
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tried ta get hin ta e9ree to write 4a biography about the 
shéeh. Raxt hed phened ne up to sek wheather I thought this 


was a good idea. 


Snd I toid him I thought it a very silly idea, because 
anything said about the Ghah in arder toa please the Shah 
would be purely propaganda, and would be selfi-defeating, Ff 
theught. And I asid fF ywouldn’t touch it, if I were he. And 
then he said had I seen 2@ very good article by Koger Stevens 


in The Spectatort 


3a DT bought it and saw this review, which I“ve qot nere. Tf 
can eahaw if to you. and if, was Foger Stevens reviewing twa 
or three booka sabout Iran. Hé said some very nice things 
about the Sheah’s regime. He mentioned SAVAK, but not in any 
great condemnation of 21ts methods, and ac on. Sut anybody 
reading it with s heltanced mind would have seen this as a 
favorable article about Iran by an eminent person like Roger 


SLeVGHSE. 


So I said te the Shah, “Why did yout authorize this attack on 
Roger Stevens?’ = said, “He’s one of your best triends in 
Engiand. He*s tecognized as such. He loves fran as much as 


iode, and he*s oly got Iran’s interesata.” 
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And the Shah drew himseif up on the seat, and seid, “He has 
ho right ta refer to my retarma 4s moderate. They are 


yad¢eal.” And that was the extent of thet- 


J went inte the history ot this, and I-m pretty certesin that 
probably it wea seen man in the enbassy had telagraphed 
about this articis out to Tehran. Somehoady -- one persan -- 
mentioned té mé@ is Parviz Adil, wkoa was im charge of the tress 
in the Miniatry of Foreign Affairs, and was not 4&4 very nice 
nerson. Nice towards the British, at any rate. He*“d g6t an 


Engiish mother -- I think that may sgeccqgunt for it. 


He had gone toa the Shah and saad, “You gee, this man Stevens 
€is> referring to your reforms aa “moderate’ 7” And aoa the 
Sheh said, “Right. Attack Stevena.” And sa that’s khew it 


Wae done. 


I jtiat cite that as an extracrdinary example, But a typical 
exanole, of the Shah’s vindictiveness and bettinegss, and how 
he would Jisten to a relatively minor aort of official. £- 
didn’t teli him that his ambassador in London, Raji, had told 
me ke thought iff was an excellent articie, because that wo.id 
have been the end of Rajift At any rate, Io mention that a6 a 


Sideline on the Shah“s character. 
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Having said ati that, T went from the Shah to see ..., 
@. What aise did you say to the Sheh? 


A. EF ean*’t remember. I wifl dig it out in a few Hinutes, if 
you like -- Let’s switch aff ~- Ttil pull aut my diary and 


wet tl gee, 


2. Refora we continue with your meeting with the shah, could 


you give 4 reference ta thas articie by Mr, Rager Stevens? 


A. Yes. Ft sppoeared in The Spectator, 4eth of 
February, IO7%7, itve forgotten, and haven’t get a comy of, 
the BRayhan articie attacking him, but 2. was quite 


s0cn aiterwards. 


Wefl, F think the best thing about the Shah, hercause memories 
are bead, and sithengh f never kept @ very fuii diary, it 
might be worthwhile just reading my entry, sithough it*s 4 


rough-and-reedy ane. 
@. Fine. 


A. Becdusge I don’t normaily keep @ diary. I gave up keeping 


& daily diary when tf retired fram being eambeesador in Tehran. 
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But when I went on trips I tend toe keen one. 


This ia dated “Tehran, Tuesaday, i9th of april, iar?" 


"899500 am. Set aff with Mayjid in the embassy car the wes tie 
chantfeur> far my 1O:15 am audience with H.ft.M. at the 


Kiavaran Palace. 


"Tl was ushered in bang-on at 10:13. The Shah greeted me with 
a beaming smilie and “You haven*’t changed a bit.” «auote> iq 
Said the same of him, He then thanked me for helping Iranian 
gauses in England. I teid him of St. Anthony’s semniner on 
Iran last term. He bristied slightly when I said the Persian 
students wera atraid of answering questions, etc., because ar 


fear Gof spies. 


“Tt aiso had a bit of an argument with him over 

Kathean“s recent article containing Roger Stevens 

review for The Spectator, The Shah insisted he was 
entitled to “radical,” but did admit that Reger was 4@ good 


friend of Iran"s. 


“We talked international politica @& bit. HIN. very worried 
about the ateate of Turkey tespecitally;, Pakistan, and India. 


Also fates the idea of a Palestinian state, which would, he 


-_ 
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gaid, be the end of Jordan. He also spoke of a recent C.1.A4. 
repart af Russian oil shortege in 4 few years” tine. Thia 
would inereage Russian interest in Middle East cil and the 


indian Uceean. 


"Il presented him with a copy of my Seok. He said he had 
heard if #88 very good, and when I said I hoped he wouldn“t 
jet it he nirated, indicated that, though Persia haa not yer 
signed any copyright agreement, steps would be taken to see 
that my book, at least, wean’t pirated. <i might add, in 
perentheses, that he was gacd ta his word, and it wasn*t 
pirated til Khametna came into power. The diary continues: > 
i remindéd him ef an earlter conversation when FT had teid hin 


thet 1it was a weate of woney to commission bocks about iran. 


“On Asadellah (thet is, Asadailah Alam}, he said he thought 
he would net be able to work full-time again. He might hegin 
writing his memoirs, @s be had many canfidences of the Shah, 


which others fad not. 


"Audience lasted haif an hour, and was a very friendly one. 
On my way downtown, I looked in 3t the Kayhan Bookshop to be 
told they atali had no further copies of the book, and that 
Binee J jerft them at 13:00 am the previous morning, aver oo 


peopic had been “reund wanting to buy the book and get my 
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autograph. 


"Back at the embeasy, I reported an my audience ta Rabert 


Aligston and George Cheainera ¢aptte. Tony Paraons has been 


away, in the South.” 


Thats it. The rest 28 just personal stuff. 


‘GQ. Did you salsa see Mr. Alam on this trin? 


A. Wo, IT think he was away. Oh, no, £ must have had dinner 


with him, I think. = saw him, i didn’t have any talk. 


Q. 8ut I know that you did see fr. Eghbal. 


A. Yes. Bet me see, IT ees 


Bid you sak me another question? 


4. Bid you see Mr. Alam or Dr. Eqhhal? 


A. Yes, well, I don’t think Aiam was there. I haven’t got 


any record of seeing him. But IT did go and cali on Dr. 


Eghhel, who was the head of the National Iranian O11 Company, 


who wad an oid friend of mine. He had onee or Lwice heen 
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dewn to my Aovse here in Heddenham, and I knew he would be 
upset if £ didnt see him. But £ was very rushed for tine 
because of this hook being launched. aAnd I was givang a 
Lecture eat the British Institute. But I did see hin on 
Saturday, the 16th of April. This 18 the antry in my diary 


for that day: 


“Worked on my lecture in the embassy library in morning, 
amnart trom three-quarter hour call on Eahbai at his Ni... 
office. de was remarkably and surprisingly cratical about 
the state of things here. Corruption worse than ever, 
discontent widesnreed, difficulties with Labor, the Shah 
surrounded by flatterers and unwilling toa listen toa necpie. 
extradrdinhary to have Eghbal, the most ioyal ot Persians, 
talking thus. aApparentiy he hasn’t opened hie heart ta Tony 


Pargons tsike thas.” And that wes if. 


Then F went back and told Tany Parsens, and he said, weil, 
he’d heard this indirectiy. but not directly. In has book, 
Tony Parsone, aithough he sentions this interview of mine, he 
impijes that he hed heard thia fram Eghbail, too. But, in 


fact, he hadn*t, not direct. He toid me at the tine. 


Q. Do you remember a little sore ahout what Dr. Eghbal said, 


aside from that brief ..-7 
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A. No, i can’t remember anything. Excert he was vitrioiic 
about the Shah and the réyai family. And the corruption, and 
the diacantent, and how the Shah would listen to nobody at 
ali. Coming from Eqghbal, wha Kas siveps heen the most loyal 


and sy¥cophantic of ministers, reaily, it was very surprising. 


Although, I might say that, before that, after Eghbei had 
been Prine Minister -- and he was exiled ta Paris for a bit, 
wasn’t he? Then, he went like, as I meritioaned yeeterday, 
General Baithtiaer, wanting toe see me hefore ff vent to Tenran. 
Sa, Eqhbal wanted t& see me. Well, iI didn*“t mind seeing 
Eghbal, because he waa an old friend, and he waa living in 
Paris. And I sew him im Paris -~- my wite and [ were there -- 
end we had dinner with hin. and he then was extiemely 


critical about the Shaeh and everrthing. 

GQ. What aspect of the Shah? 

&, I can’t remember. 

But when he went back and got back inte favor, not a word. 
And, #f£f Gourse, he wae always nudging te get into the picture 


with the Shah. ft wae most extraordinary, sort of conceit of 


the man. Sltheugh, basically he was a nedest person, and I 
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ithed hin. And Tf heiieve he wes honest, uniike some of his 


brothers, 


QO, What was the reactian of your embassy when you described 


what tunclear> 


A. Weil, = don’t know, hecause when you go back ag 4 
visitor, mobody takes much notice of you. IF reported this, 


and fT was off aeeing my friends, ao I dan*t know. 


But I think, in the light of history. they didn’t pay encugh 
attention to what was, you know, quite a danger signal then. 
Because, 468 anyhody who reada Tony Parsona’ book will see. 
that right uc until the end he seemed te he quite confident 
@it would be well. And this waa, what, neariy two years 
before the Shah fell. Soa, there vas a big danger signal 


then, that was igriocred. 


i, Obviously, you didn’t see fit to make any hinta about it 


when you saw the Shah yourself, three days Later. 


A. No, I didn’t mention it. I* would have been totally out 
of piace, I think. And I didn’t make any etfort to report it 
fo fhe Foreign Office. When an ambassador retires, he tends 


to keep his nose out of things. At any rate, i*d reported it 
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ta the embassy in Tehran, and IF seit thsi was as fer as f 
should go, because they have £6 weigh up that against ail 


their other information, which may or may net auppport it. 
GG. Bid you see any other important IranianatT 


4A. No, net aa far as I can renember. You know, when one’s 
been in a country as long as f had, you have @ vast number af 
friends there. iI wses ehietly conterned with seeing my 
friends and being entertained, and was cempieteiy exhauated 
by the sort of entertainment we got. But T dan’t think 1 saw 


anybody else of any polificai consequence. 
G. Hoveida, for instance? 


A. Mo, Hoveida gavé a. iunch fer me, and I might just look up 
that... Because, I mentioned yesterday, it was a rather 
diadppointing lunch in the sense that Hovei.da struck me as 
being arragsnt and power had gone to his head. And he wasn’t 
tne sort of modest, friendly Hoveitde that I“d known when i 


Was there, 


There wae an odd muiteh. The British heve always been 


accuaed of having Links with the mullahs, and so an. 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Denis Wright. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 10, 11 October 1984, Aylesbury, England. 
lranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


Wreight-G 


Q. <Towantecd te ssk you about that. 


A. As I say in the introduction te ny new book that’s coming 
gout, toa tre best ot my knowledge, the lank Ssatween the 
British and the mailahs took place ovér a limited period in 
the early days of this present twentieth century, when Sir 
Arthur Harding was im charge of the embéaasy. He had contact 
with aone of the Ulema, and h@ saw the Ulema as beang very 
anta-Huesian and alsa anti-Shab, at that time. He teared 
that the Ulema might do something really rash, and so provoke 


the Shah te call in Russian assistance. 


He therefore thought it would be a good thing to try end 
influence the mullahs, both in favor of British interests, ain 
moderation, but also to avoid them doang anything which would 
Lead to Russian invasion of Iran, which would force the 
British to also move into Setetan. He got permission trom 
the Foréign Secretary, Lord Landsdowne ‘¢ap?>, to deal with 
the mullshs, the clergy. Hand out monetary funds, both ta 


them in Fehran, and in Najat and Karhala. 


In the end, I think, by about 1905. or thereabouts, the 
jeading Ulema he was if touch with died. I’ve forgotten his 
name, but it’s sali in the Public Record Orfei~m~e. And, as tar 


ae J can discover, and Ff hade a8 umber of inquiries, that 
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contact with the clergy came to an end, then. ft certainiy 
woulda have come to an end after the 1907 Anglo-rRuaaian 


Conversior. 


Now, eaince then, to the hest cf ny Knowledge -- and I’ve 
iagoked through countieas embassy papers, you know, I*ve had 
the time -- going back over the period, there wae no real 


link with the muileans, at ali. 


After i ievt Tehran, John Ruaseil, the Councallor at the 
embaseay, whom I mentioned yeaterday, did heave @ contact with 
the Imaw Jom’e&h of the day. But véu probably knaw, the Iman 
jom*eh of that time -- this is FS59-60 -- wasn more a 
businessman than. a muliah. Jenn Russell was always rather 
hypnotized by names. and just because it was Iman Jow’eh he 
used ta s@é ham oceastonally. But he was not what I cail a 
reguiar informant of the embassy, and there was no special 


link. It was 3ust that period. 


The Imam Jom’eh was brought to see me in Londen, when I was 
an undersecretary. Again, he was after business, not after 
any religious things. So that was 4 fink with the mullahs, 


but a very fenuausa one.. 


a. Thia if Dr. Hasaean Imami thet you must be referring to. 
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A. Was it? Was that his mame? Yes, thet was the ons. Yes, 
that’s the one. But there was no question of him being 4 


sort of agent of the British. 


And then, in my day, there was @ very curiots chan who I 
Sleays regarded as not normal, calied Soushtari, who had a 

be dred, and talked very broken English. He greated me, I 
think, in the street one day, aa: “Ah, you are the Britash 
Anhassador. I must come and teaik to yau." and then f met 
him at Prince Gholan-Fezva’a, at the time of. dt Nowruz, you 
know. He wes at home in his palace, and recesaving peeple. 17 


vent there and he was there. 


and this chen used to came “round ta the embasay. oh, about 
every three or four monthea, sometimes, TF think, <during> my 
iast few years. And taik noneense. i mean, he talked about 
intelligence service, and aii this, sort of thang, but, you 


know, he waa really mad. 


| And when EL was im Tehran the last time, he saw ne in a taxi, 
or he wes in a tasi and I was in the street. This ied to hin 
coming around to the embassy. And I put my entry as: “The 
Mad Mullah, Shoushteari, called in the afternoon.” And that 


Wag ail. 
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{ would have thought that was the sum-total of Sritish links 


with the muliaha. 


QO. Goes your atatement include whatever contacts the 


intelligence servicer may have had? 


A. Yes. Ff never heard of them naving any links with the 
elergy. I would think, you see, after the Muharram riots, at 
any rate, in 1963, for ali practical purposes, the muiishs -- 
we may have been wrong, but -- Seemed to be 4 apent force. 
There was nao evidence in ny last few years there that the 
clergy were getting back into any Bort of Position of Hower 


at ail. 


I think thet all developed sfter the “73-“74 increase in oil 
prices, the movement af nednlie in from the countryside to the 
towns, the lack of accomodation, the inflation. Ail these 
things, which caused so much diacontent, gave the muliahs a 
captive audience in the mozZgue, about the only place the 
people had to go ta get any mare anywhere. But that’s my¥ 


theery -- I waen’t. there. 


We Between i977 and, I suppese “79 or “80, when you met the 


Sheh in Nassau, in between, did you see any of the former or 
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current high officiaia of ITran*s government: Mr. Alam or 
Heveide ar anybody ¢unciear> in London or in Tehran or 


anywhere else? 


&. ‘Yes, Mr. Alam in fact came down here with his wifeé ta 
atay with us in i373, I think it was, he wes over here. He 
spent one naght, and we tock him out to dinner af a pub near 
Aylabury <ap?>. When we got back, the telephone wea ringing 
furiouasiv. It was Afshar, the ambassader, to say that hed 
aot news thet Aiam“s mother wes very iii, and he muat return 


inmediateiy to Tehran. [In fact, I think she’d died.. 


And so, instead of Alam spending 4 week-end with us, he went 


back early the next morning and caught the pisane. 


I sew hin whenever he came ta Londen. But he never cane down 
here again, and I was sometimes rather puzzied. He seemed ta 
hea rather sluaive. Whether he had a girl] in the beaekground, 


or not, I don“t knéw. His wite was with him, but he was ...., 


When be got very ill, nearly dying in Paria, I did telephone 
ta the American Hospital in Paris, and talked to him on the 
mhone. iI said, “Look, I*il come over and see you.” Because 
I waa, ad I aay, very fond of hin. He said, “Ne, F’m getting 


better, and I’m gaing down to the South of France to recover. 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Denis Wright. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 10, 11 October 1984, Aylesbury, England. 
lranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


Wright-6 


Ghy don*”t you come down theret” 
¥ ¥ 


Wall, my wife and I, Iona, were planning te goa to France. in 


fact, I think ved already bought our tickets to ga, 


Bometine, a manth or ac, ahé@ad. And so, £ said, “AE right, 


we’ii £iy down ta see yau." Se if flew down with my wite te 
the South of France. Frve got a note where -*+ [I’ve fargotten 
where it Wage, no. -- somewhere outside Nice, And stayed with 


Hian, a8 hase gueste, for two days. And he Was 8 Aick man. 
He had detectives ready -- we did ane or two waiks together, 


but he ceuldn*t walk very far. 


But we cdidn*t talk politica, at ali. He did, I remember, 
though, teli me he had to get permission from the Sheh even 
to have pe as his guest in the South of Frence. He didn’t 


dare move without getting the Shah’s permission. 


At one stage -- it may not have been there, but when If went 
back to Tehran -~ he .... Fd given a talk at St. Anthony‘’s 
just after TF retired -- at must have been some time an the 
soring af i972, perhaps, if may heave been in “71 ~~ to quite 
a @rowded audience at the Niddlie East Center, on British 
Interesta in Iran. F fad fallen out with Afeher, the 
ambasaador, I suppose ever that incident I mentioned in 


Switzeriand, but alsa gome very injudicioue remarks he made 
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in a eapeech ta the Iren Society. 

So, Atshar didnt iike me at ail. Weili, he’d sent somebody 
dewn from fhe emhassy to listen. And I gave a talk about 
fran, which, I think, from the point of view of the more 
liberal members of St. Anthony’s, was regarded as far too 
faverabiec towards Tran and the Sheh. and all hia good vorks. 
But @ report went from dAtshar, which Alem told me azhouvt 
later, to the Shah, saying that I had given a very hostile 


renort. 


I don’t know whet he said, I never saw the thing. But Alan 
said the Shah showed him this telegran, and said, “See, 


that’sa what your English triend does." Sa that was that. 


Well, it may have heen a year or an later, I went ta America. 
¥ was invited by the National Defense Coilade of Canada ta ga 
and taik, at Kingston, Untaria. And white there, I went down 
to Chicaga, where I had been Consul seme years before. and F 
gave # telk there, te the, T think it was, Council on Foreign 


Retations. 


t taiked along very similar lines to the teik I gave ta St. 
Anthonys, There the Tranian Conaul~General, I thi+k hia 


name was Hatas, wanted, I suppose, ta win favor with tne 
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Sheh. He sent a panegyric about this excellent ameech ff nad 
given. And ed, the next time IT saw Alan, he said he*d had 
thia repart alas, you see. 3a I aeid, “Well, thas ia 
Afehar’s interpretation as oppoaed fo another nan.” f just 
Rention that an the tetal unreliability of certain Tranian 


dipiamate. 


Oo, I’m interested 1n Bert of the trends that you may have 
noticed in Mr. Alanm*s view of the situation in Iran and hia 
trelationshin with the Shah. Did you get any assessment 


funclear> at any point tn the latter years of his tife? 


A. Weald, I think thet he beéecane ancresasingly disiliusioned. 
When I first went there; in “63, #5 anmbassedor, he was close 
to the Shah, waa able to, I think, infiuence him fa saome 
extent. But, F can’t remember what year, but towards the 
end, maybe in 1965-6 of thereabout, he would tell me that 
the Shah wouldnt iisten to hin at ali. He was increasingiy 


disiliusioned, 


4nd alac, because the Shah knew he was a friend of mine, he 
seemed to enjay apoiling his Frideay’s riding with me, because 
Siem undoubtediy enjoyed this. We very rerely talked 
business. Uaueaily he was reminiscing about the past. Ur he 


night have had his girl-friend down there riding, or 
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sorething like that. Et wes @ very happy ocession, and we 


both greatly enjoyed riding at Farahbad. 


Aut, as the yeeara went by, the Shah seemed deliberately to 
try ond stop him riding with me. We wonld goa down there, and 
then there’d be a message from the Palace: the Shah wanted 
to see Slam, and that sort of thing. I gathered both from 
Ajam and from hia wite that this wag almost deliberate by the 


Shah. 


T don’t think he resented Kim having a BP andtvlis ~-— weli, he 
nay have even resented that. 8ut he didn*t want hin te anjey 
himself. Sa fF think alam, who was very loyal, and never eaid 
anything to me against the Sheh personaliy. But I think he 
became incresaingiy disillusioned by him. And By the fact 


thet he wouldn’t tisten to hin, 


And, in the end, you see, Alam told me that he thought the 
Shahbanu’s nosition was in jeopardy, because she used to 
atand up to bis, and try and influence hin on certain things. 
For tnatance, when there was trouble sbout one af the 
night-ciubs up in Shemiran., The Shah had talked about people 


with tong hair, end so on. 
You mney renesber, the police raided one of these night-clubs, 


—~ 2 
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and tock off these various artists who were there, and cut 
their hair. And this news, Git course, got ta the Empresa, 
who, by luneh-tine, then ahe saw the Shah, and told Aim about 
it. and complained, and by the end af the day the Chier of 
Police had been dismissed. Ii*ye forgotten the year. Aut 


that wes the saort at influence she dic hive st one time, 


But F think that all vanished towards the end af my period. 
The Shah wouldn*t lasten to anybody. I know in one af ay 
disries, about 2970 or “S63, I have 4 sort of odd thing: “The 
Shah’s getting too big for his hoote.* This was the sert of 


fepling that was deveioping. 


G2. 45 early ase that? 


A. Yee. And certeinly when I had to make my recommendation 


about whether the Queen ...- 


tomy teeling wae: why should we send the Queen? The Shah 
had become ac errogant. He was taking a very hostile Line 
aver some ef our problems over the Guif isienda, and that 
sort of thing. aAnd so, I had no compunction at ali an 


recommending that the Queen ghouldn’”t ge. 


i think thet was indicetive, in a way, of my own, peracnal 
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feelings about the Shah. One book, which recently came out, 
in 1980, by J.B. Kelly <7>, called Arabia -- you 
probably know the book. He talks ghout say “Hasasionate 


admiration” Yor the Shah. Well, that’s toteily untr ie. 


On the other hand, i thought he was providing the best 
ieadership that the country was likely ta get, and for that 
reason ahould be supported. Gut any “passionate admiration” 


for hin IF never had. 


@. But in your fast meeting with Mr. Alam, yau don’t 


renemnber anything significant, which 128 worth nating? 


Aw None at all, no. Eacn tine I went back ~- f{ thank that 
last time he must have Been away, or he was ili. But the 
previous times I’d been back, 1l aaw him. He gave a dinner 
for me, But there was no discpesesion af substance at aii, as 
far as i remenber. I wonid heve recorded it, I think, if 


there*d heen anything warthwhile. 


Aliso, just after I retired, I did ga -- my wife and I Both 
went -- and etayed with hin in Arosa, He was akiing there 
with bis wife. I waa conducting, or going to be 4 chairman, 
|f an American seminer in Rome. Yau know that +~- what’sa it 


eeatied? --~ thet Inatitute of East Mediterranean Studies? tf 
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had been asked to be chairman of a seminar titied "The 


Changing Balance of Power in the Bersian Gui." 


AS &@ prelininary, I want down to Rome to diacuas thia with 


the Americans. And on my way back, I went and apent twa days 


with Alam at Arosa, with his family there, 


He was summoned away to see the Shah at St. Moritz when I was 


there. So there was no peace for the man. He aiso had -- 


there was a rether unpleasant cheracter there, talking about 


Kish, & man whose name has come out in yaricus trisis since 


as & torrupt member. 


G@. Was this “Kishk” or “Geshm"? 


4, Gieshon, weasn*”t itt What was the isiand? 


Ww. Welt, there was one that they set up as 4 resort and 


Hrought peopie trom France, and ... 


4. Yes, that’s it. 


tee Kishk. 


4A. Kieh, it was. Alam was much invalved in that. iI%7nm 
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eaiwaysa t. d, because you Knaw his two deughters, live in great 
atyie in London, and @ fot af their money comea from being 
involved in that. ff never got te the bottom of it, but it 


Was a nasty bit of business, 


I’ve forgotten -- if you want it, I can give you the name of 
the man who was there at Arosa, with plans of ali these 
thinga -- it begins with an "MN", Ive forgotten it. Ive 
got his card. But there was 4 masty smell abaut the man, 


altogether . 
a. Wae it Monaet? 


A. That’s it, Neonaefr. Yea. That’s the man. daAnd he was 
there st Arosa, se@ing Alam with plans. His daughters seemed 


£0 be eli hatt-involved, you knaw. It was 4 curious set-up. 


@. Any other impartant Iranians that vou saw before seeing 


the Shah in Nassau? 


A. No. Well, I saw a lot over the yesevs, because they used 
te cene over. And even though IF waa retired, there were 
Iranians, such as Mehdt Pireasteh, whe was retired in 
Bruasels, now he’s in Canada, but he seemed to think thes I 


e“oyild atiit make him prime miniatery, And he came aver fa see 


- +B - 
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me, and that waa ali he wanted. One had -- other peopise iitke 


that used to turn up -- I can’t remember then. 


The belies of thease, you might aay, senior Iraniana, in 
believing thet # former Britieah anbassador could hake then 
prime minister, is quite extraordinary. Pirasteh wae one 


exemple. 


Hossein Pirnia came down ta eaee .... Bagher Pirnia. Bagher 
Pirnia came down fo #62 ma, too. I think he wanted sonething 
like that, toc. He’d fallen cut with Gevetda -- I never got 


to the Bothion of thats 


Weve had a atream of Iraniena come. And some of them, ag fF 
say, wanted hein Like that. And Wauid never believe it when 


one toid them ore had m0 rower at ail. 


QQ, During the last faw months dé: weeka of the Pahlavi 
Dynasty, was your advice or council sought by your own 
government ar by franians, as to what was acing an or what 


Bhould be Jone? 


A, Noet at all, no. I don’t think on any occasion. And I 
think the pity wes that in Tehran there waa nohedy at the 


time who hed eny, you might say, accumuteated knowledge, of 
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the Iranien situation. I am told that people didn’t know who 
Entezanm was, really. I mean, they could find out, Hecsuse we 
had itata of personalities, but there waa nobody wha had 
qoantact with these people at all. Not that it would have 
made any ditference, I think. Buti wasn’t asked at ali, by 


anybody .« 


G. And fhen, what made vou go aee the Shah in NassautT 


A. Weli, the proeblem than was, as you know, the Shah was 
wanting to find somewhere fo itve in exile. And the 
Anericans had agreed toe have hin, but when he stepped off in 


Egypt, the Americans had Second thoughts, and said no. 


And, I’m not absolutely certain of the truth of thia, but I 
believe that from Morocee the Shah sent ah Engilishian, who 
Was one of these PR men hanging around the Shah -- I*ve got 
his nate somewhere, I may be able tae tell you Later, I’ve 

forgotten it naw -- to find out from tres. Thatcher, if ahe 


won the electiansa, would she let him &#ettie in England? 


©. He did have an estate here? 


A. He fad an eatate, at tf>, in Surrey. Which he“d never 


geen, @6 far aa I know. 


=~ a = 
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The story is -~ 7— can’t vouch for this -- thet Mrs. Thatcher 
aid, yea, if ahe won the electiona, she*d seen no reason why 
he shouldn’t come. Well, she won fhe election. And the 
thing wea: Tet the Shah tome. And Lord Carrington, wha was 
Feareigqn Hinister, who aise knew the Sheh well, who was a man 
of combacsijicn, aise felt that. the Shah shouid he allavwed. 

But fhe officials in the Foreign Uttfice, headed by Anthony 
Parsons, who was then the undersecretary dealing with the 


Hiddla Fast, advised very strongly againat it. 


They had three reasons. One was @ security reason -- they 
agicg. there were 4 great many Iranian students, thousands of 
them, aii qunning for the Shah. You would have @ very 
Bevidous security preblem. Hrs, Thatcher was prepared to face 


up to thet one. 


Then there waa the commercial argument that if you do this, 
you"Ili either find you. can’t get ofl from Tran, or you7iIl 
have your eevee stopped. Both of which were important to 
the British economy aft the time -~ particulariy oii at that 


time. But ne, she was prepared to fece that one. 


And the third argument waa. well, ail right, but the fanatic 


Ayatellahea wiil probabiy kidnap the British ambesasader and 


= 28 = 
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all the members of his ateff, and hold them against the Shah. 
Aré you then prepared to either see the British anhaasador 
Shot or surrender and hand over the Sheh? And that was what 
made Mra. Thatcher flinch, aa tt were, and aay, no, ashe 
Waan’t prenared fo face that. She was told that This is 4 
genuina riak. And of course, it*s quite true. Look at what 


happened toe the Americans later! 


So, there then wast would samebody go out and tell the Shah. 
Because they didn’t vant to just send a message. Sa I waa 
summnaned to the Foreign uttice and asked whether I would go 


out. 


And { sadd fT woutd, on fwo conditions. I said, first of ali, 
T was on the hoard of Shell, dnd I didn*t want it to come ant 
ttiat I was ovt there hobnobbing with the Shah, becaviae this 
might. da damage to Shelli, wha were very reliant on Tranian 


ail af thet moment. 


And secondly, I said I was booked to go fishing thé following 
week down on Exmoor, in @ little pub. And I said I’m not 
qoing to give up that, becauee I won’t he able to re-hook, 
it.’a such @ popuiar pub. Se f must either go immediately, or 
after Ive bad my four days fishing. Soa, the anawer was, ail 


right. You ga immediately. 
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4nd so I was given a false passport. and I was taken to the 
girport by my wife. And Dowaa teld the only diaguiae I need 
Wear, @part from the passport, was dark glasses. And off Tf 


went to Nassau. 


We didn“t want our High Commissioner there. & man called 
Duncan, who was an old friend of mine, te intervene with the 
locei ayvtherities. eceause they were having trouble with 
their own people about the Shah being there. And we did not 
Want fo be under any obligation to them on the Shah. They 
might sey, “ALi right, Now you take him off our hands.” Sea 
our High Commiasioner was told to fix an appointment with the 


Shah diract. 


Weil, the telephones were ail cut that day. There“’d been 


denonmtrations agsinst the Shah the dey I was going out 


there. 


@,. Where? 


fe in Nassau. 


@. Reallyt 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Denis Wright. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 10, 11 October 1984, Aylesbury, England. 
lranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


Wright-6 


A. Oh, yes. And the telephones had ali been cut off from 
this little island he was on, Paradise Island. And our High 
Comnniasioner went aver toa the ciluh. You see, he was ina 
compound of 4o club on what was cailad raradise Island. And 
he sat around the bar all day iong, hoping to find someone 
whe tooked iike an Tranian, whom he conld teil about my 


coming. But he gave up. He couldn*t find anybody. 


So, when I arrived in the evening, he sent a very junior 
member of his ateti to meet me, not ta attrect any attention. 
And I went and stayed with him. And he said, “Look, I’n in 
an absolute quandary. 1 don’t Know whe, how we“re going to 
qet at. the Shah, because f failed, the telephones are ail 


cut." But By the next morning, the telephones were restored. 


and I had learnt, from Mrs. Alam, whom I’d gone and had tea 
with the afternoon before I went off. JI didn’t tell her f 
wae, going aff, But FI j3uef asked her out of Chricsity, “Wha’s 
Wwiltih the Shah?“ And she toid me that Rambiz Attebai was with 


the Shak. 


Kambpiz Attabat had come through London a few manths before, 
and left a mesesge. Hed telephoned me, and I ween*t. nere, 
but hed come tarough. So f had a reeson fo -~- he was an oid 


friend of mine, he wes in charge of the horses at Farahbad, 
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where Io ouged to ride. Sa I gat through sn the telephone ta 
thia club. aAnd with a great deel of difticulty, eventually 


got held of Kambiz Attabai. 


I asid who I waa. JI saaid I was here, And I toid a iie, in a 
aenee, I aetd, ‘I’m on my way to New York. I’m juat here for 
a day or two, and would like fo see you.” Sa, J] gat in a 
bLaxi and went across, quite clate ta the High tomnissianer’s 
house, Serossa the bridae ta this Glub, and sew Kamhiz. And 
we had @ drink, and i toid Ain I was there under 4 fraiae 
neate, Edvard Gilson, my name waa. 30 he Kept on caliing me 


"Fodwara” in @ loud voite., 


I told him why I’d came, and that IT wes anxious to see the 
Shah nereaoneiiy and explain. Sa, he said, “Wali, IT’il phone 
you back.” Sa I went back to the High Commissioner’s house. 
A £ev hours later, he telphoned and seid, “Comes over thie 


atftexynooan." 


And IT went across in the sfternaon, dressed Like a touriat. 
Hormaliy, when IT saw the Shah, I wore moarning-ccoat, but thta 
tine I went without a tie, and so forth, not toa attract any 
Sttention. And gat inte the club quite easily. Then the 
Sheh wae in behind, yau might sey, a&@ barricade of barbed wire 


with ell sorts of American security men. Ana although Kambiz 
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Attabei explained that I was expected by the Shah, they 


frisked ne, and all the rest of it. 


And Il went in ta see han in thia iittle house. and the date 
of that was the 20th of May, 21979, Tf you like, TI cen read 
aut my diary. It’s quite a bit, But it’s historically 


interesting. 


G, Yes. 


4. Thais as my entry in the daary, Monday, 2ilat of Hay, LO? so 


an, Nassau 


“Yesaterday’s eventa worked like ciockwark, so that by 
supnertine we were able to telegraph the F.0.: “Mission 
accomplished, etc.“ I managed to get through to Kambiz at. 
the Ocean Club Ay telephane, sand arranged ta meet him there 
ef 21500 am. If went there by taxi, @ 10-minute journey 
acress 4 bridge to the Paradise Island, wearing, a5 edvised, 
dervrk glassea. We set by the svinming-poaol, surrounded By 
haly-naked besutiosn and ahiidren, but out of e8rehot of 


others, 


“il teid Hambia that I was under cover ae Edvard Wilaon, and 


fram that moment on, he calied me “Edward.” IF teid him why I 
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wished to see H.I.N., and that it was important there shauld 
be no publicity. We then went on to discuss events in Iran, 
ahd the sadnesa of it all. Eambiz ssid the Shah had been far 
too indecisive in Tenran during the criticsi days, when firn 


d@cisions could easily have saved the situation. 


"Kamnbiz” waite and chiidren are in Landon, and he seems to he 


the only Persian of any Seniority now with the Sheh. 


“T asked him about anir Sadeghi, telling hain about recent 
telephone corversetions with him at home. He toid ne that 
Anir Sadeghi enjoyed support and confidence af the Empress, 
but not of the Shah. And thet he, Kambiz, regarded hin with 
some suspicion. He had noi heen able to explain how 

he hed managed to get away trom Tehran. He confirmed that 
Amir Sadeqni had visited the Empress here in Nassau. <We can 


Teik about that later,perhaps, > 


“T returned to the Duncan house after over an hour with 
Kambiz, who phoned shartliy efter lunch to say his Prancinal, 


neaning the Shah, would see me at 6:00 pm. 


“Hed a aleep in the afternoon. Then by tex2 to the Oceen 
Club, wearing dark glisasesaz and open-neck shirt. Kembiz wes 


wading me, and we walked 100 yards or aq to the wired 
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compound within which the Shah and family are housed. 
Amnerican security hen everywhere, ail carrying 
Walkie-talkies, Despite Kanbiz’ assurences, [ was heid up a 
few minutes at the entrance gate hefore being albiowed te 


enter the compound, where I was trished. 


*T ran into the Crown Prince, and had a few words with hin 
betore heing whisked into the samail house where the Shah 
greeted me. We sat aicne on two smeiil sofas facing each 
other, with a coffee-tebie in between us. I was given a cup 


er tesa, and the Shah drank plain minerai water. 


"Tl had dust over an hour with the Shah. fi began and ended 
with the guestion af hia asylum in the United Kingdom, and 
Why H.w.G. could not “for tre moment, aa lang asa the Persian 
government Ghercige no centrol over the country” offer asylum 
to the Shah or his family. f= said f heped fhe Shah would 
understand and accept this. de replied, “I accept, but do 
mot understand why you pey any attention to 4a government 


which does not matter.* 


“We then had «a rambling conversation along lines of some of 
mv previous taixs with his, theugh this was inevitably a 
giseénmier one. He was inclined to blame hia Western triendsa 


for giving him the wrong advice, to iiberalize and introduce 
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demeccratic ways, ta quit the country. 


"Tne Loge of Iran was 4 serszous blow for the Weat. Ha feared 
iran would eventually go Communist, and teared, tao, that 
this. night happen in Egypt. The Middite Fast ofl woudd be et 
riahk, and that would be the end af the Weat. Russia waa ser 
an worid dominatian. If not, why wes she huilding up such a 
powerful navy? He did not hetieve, aa some people seem To, 


that Russia could aver hecoane a danocratic country. 


“Hariking back, the Shah seid he thought ovr higgest mistake 
wasn fo have removed his tather fram the throne in itdi -— he 
Was never pro-Hitter. He anche of the power of the muliahs. 
Lf reminded him of the farewell dinner he had given fer fons 
and me at Sadahad in Septenber, 13555, when I had urged him, 
an instructions from the Foreign Office, to folicw the 
example of Khia father, and crack dawn on the mullahs, who had 
been the inspiration of the anti-Baha*i riote earlier in the 
year. I reninded him that he had then teid ne that he was 


too weak to do so. 


"We than spoke of the [1362 Nuharram riots, when thea Shahn hed 
effectively stamped on the mullahs. If Sroke in te ask hin 
haw many pecole had been killed of that occcesicon. He said 


1206. F teid hin that Alam had given me a figure of 94 or so, 
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Which i had believed to De true, instead of the 1000 aliegqed 
by gone. The Shah repested the correct Figure was 115. ff 
waa giad to hear this, as I have always believed, and fhia 
S68ms to contirm it, that alan*s figure was far nearer the 


tzuth than whet was claimed by the Shsah’s critics. 


“When the Shah indicatad the time had come for me to ga, I 
reverted to my brief on the asylum question, said that the 
Foreign Secretary wanted te be apiece to say an Pearligment oar 
@isewhere that the position had been explained to the shah, 
who had beth understood and accepted it. The Shah said that 
he thought we need say no more, and thet he had not asked for 
asyium. i argued that this was not enough, and we 


must be ahie fe say more. 


“The Shah then agreed that we might say he understood and 
accented, provided we also made it ciasar thet he had 
mot asked us for asylum. I said i felt sure Lord 


Carrington would agrees to this. 


“Barly in our convergaticn, atter 1 had teld H.T.M, af aur 
position, he said that there were possibilities of his 
eettling in Austria, Switzerland, or ‘one other country’ 


{@hieh, according to Kanbiz, ia Mexico}. 
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"in my morning talk with Kembiz, I said, in answer to his 
question, that 1 thought South Africa would be a suitebie 
rountry. There were no Pergien atudents there, the South 
African&® were grataful ta the Shah far auppilieas of Tranian 
oil, their security service was a good one, etc. But Kambiz 
elesriy did not Like the idea, and there was no wention of it 


when I gaw the Shah.” 


That was it, 


The tact that, although there“d been quite gs big campaian in 
Londen hberore T vent out, to aliow the Shah toe come here, 
particulariy in the right-wing British oress, the 

Telegraph and The Daily xpress, and by 

certain members of Parliament, once I’d been ovt to see hin, 
aithough there wes no publicity, nething more was heard about 


ola ee 


And I ¢an only assume, because TT haven’t taiked to Mrs. 
Fhatcher about if since, that they must have told pecpie like 
rene Amory ?, and so on, who were championing the Shah 
coming here, that the Shah had bsen seen and the position 
explained to hin. Because, es you probalby know, nothing 
more appea ‘ed in the British presse about having the Shah here 


in exile. 


~ SF 
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=o thats the story, And I came and got my fishing. 
@. Julian Amory 7 is -+ what is his, positiant 


&. Het’s a right-wing, Conservative MNembr of Parijament, for 
Brighton. And has always been a chanpion of lost causés 
really. When the Crown Prince, Reva, was over here in 
Becember, Amory was the cheap who was arranging for him ta 
meet peapie, and sao an. They wanted ma toa have dinner with 
him. 2 wouldn*t go. I just don’t wish ta be caught up in 


any o£ these tenetuverg. 


@. WNow I have a series of questions dealing with the things 
wWe“ve taiked about up to this point. Some are generai, and 


AOMe ae nore apecific, 


The firat ene is of a general mature. As anbessador in Iran, 
whet Were your yajoar gosls and concernat ff you were fo name 
three or four goalea and concerna thst you had as anbsssacdceor, 


things that vou reaily had te iook out for, whet were those? 
A». Well, the main ofe, of course, was to have the moat 
friendiy posasibie relations with the country, which mesnt 


wath the Shah. In erder te a) promecte British eatrategic 


- gf - 
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interests, such as overtfiying rights, and things iike that, 


angure the supply ef aii. And to promote British exporte. 


ad. What does “averitiy rights” mean? For military and 


eivilitan aircraft <P?t 


Aw ‘Sunclesr> the tima when there was a confrontation in 
Indonesia, in the early 1960S, over, not Brunei, but that 
Bade. you know. There was a confrontation. Wait, we were 
able ta overtly Iran with our military atiroaraft -- supplies. 
it’s a very dmpnortant things, this overiiving rights. It 
Wweas, when we had an enpire east of Suez. And that was arf 


great value. 


And, af course, we wanted to keen the Shah in the Weatern 
camp. Io mean, it was, you might say, one’s main objective 
wae to have the hest prossible reiations with Iran. And, 
therefore, satisfy him on his demands, when, he wanted 
eduipment and ac on. When we could ~- you know, military 


equipment or naval equipment, and so or. 


But fF think the overriding interest of any ambassader, who 
has the intereste of his country st heart, is to promate the 
most €viendiy possible relations. Because, from that deveicz 


ali the other things. 
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Q@. Tf have a question ahout the export and commerciai end of 
what you discussed. I*m just wondering what would bea the 
range of intervention or rele that the ambessador wauld have 
to ‘puraue in these matters. For instence, I’ve Just noted 
down some of the larger deals that were concluded during your 
term aa armbasaador. There was a Leyland bus factory, 
¢T>-Hornsby generators, Standard Teiegraph and Cable, control 
equipment. And then, of course, the one for the larger 
non-military projects waa the Iran National agreement with 
Roots <7>, which a ict at Tranians believed was partiy owned 
by the royal family, which was never proved one way or the 


other » 


A. Well, f£ very rarely intervened on commercial matters. I 
conaidered my Function, ff 3 businessman came aut and wanted 
heip, I mean wanted to see the Shah, he would normaliy 
arrange that through his. awn agent. But if there was any 
perticular reason why I should intervene, gé@t an audience, 1 


would do so. 


For inatence, when Dunlop, at one atege, were interested, I 
think I did ask, because there vas serious trouble. The 
chairaan of Duniop came aut -~ wheat’sa his name? Sir Geddea 


?, Ive forgotten hia firet name -- he Game out to aign up. 
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the negotiation for a Dunioen factory. Ansari, Houshang 
Ansari, fad just taken over as Minister of Commerce or 
Feonomy, and he auddeniy, at the last minute, said that he 
MWat have a guarantee from Buniap, that atfter two years of 


production they would e@xnort a third of their production... 


And Sir Keay Geddes ¢? said, “fT can’t give them this. fF wate 
ean’t he certain. <tt>" And thia was a major Aold-up an a 
negotiation which had gone on far shout three yeara. In that 
case, IT went ta Alam, I thank, J can’t tememhber fully, and 
said, “Lack, I think it*s pretty easential that Geddes 7? sees 
the Shah and explains his. positton.” That would be the sort 
emt thing. 

But normaiiy I did nat intervene on behats. A mentioned 
yesterday how Aili Nansour summoned me to teik me oa’d <T> 
placed an order for Leyland busses, Well, Id never 
intervened an that. Tt was all done through the seta and 


gO On, 


So, on the promotion of exports, which became much more acute 
in the tine of ny successors, and YT think they got much more 
iL ied in pushing. There wat such competition among 
aditterent «se» But an may day, f was concerned with keeping, 


you could say, relations friendiy. Because if the Shah tack 
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agin the British for some particuisr reeson or other, he was 


quite capabie of saying, “Right. Na orders te the British.” 


He did the seme thing with the French when Pompidou didn’t go 
for the celebrations in Persepolis in 1971. I heliave he 
cancelied ail the big ordera given to the French, and far a 


number of years the French were in the doghouse. 


I can*t think af any particular things in which I intervened 
with tne Shah. if did ge and see him about an attiemnt hy 
Mehdi Sami’i, when he was governor af the Central Bank, toa 
&iter the terms under which the two Britieah banke were 
aperating in Iran. IF said that I thought this Was contrary 
toa what had heen undertaken, and the salenn agreements, and 


SQ on, But 4... 
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On Centurion Tanks, which was a big order, the initiative 
cane trom the franian side, to the best of my menoxry. We had 
arns-saie@snen coming out, but foedidn’t get invoived in 
promoting the sales. it was the Shah dealing with -- I think 
hia name was Sutelifte -- at that time, who came ont from the 


Minastry of Defense, and so0 on, 


4. S60, you didn’t find yourgeliz ina vers cores 3 er thes 
DrOmoLing or E&verting peraansl effort on behalf of 4 desi or 
project, or trying to, perhapd, discourege the deal, For 
ingtance, some American anbeassadora have claimed that they 
Ware against over-purchasea of military edquinment and, 
therefore, they saw it #8 their duty te try te sort of alow 


the Shah down in certain purchases. 
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&, Yes. Well, I think that’s true. The Americans were not 
keen. fi wae fhe saleenen. At one stage, bhere was a 
eomotaint by our arma saiesaman. i saw @ report which he sent 
to Gur militery attache where he seid that I was not giving 
them fhe support they wished. When I gat ta Londen, JI had it 
aut with them. anc I said, "“Thas& ia utter nansense. I don’t 
think it’a for me toa push all the time and ta buy British -- 
Whatever it was —-- Rapier ground-toa-air missiles, or 


something.” 


i was quite prépered to weigh <7?> an and get Aiam, or whoever 
it was, to see the representative, mut I didn’th want toe get 
RYSeit te invoived. find I, in fact, was unhappy ahout the 
B@kTent that we were pushing arms. But fF didn’t take any 
atens ta discmirage it. 

You asked about Iran National and Reota. Theat is quite an 
antLeresting cease, because what happened there was two 


brothers -- I think their name wes Hatemi, wasn’t it? 
O. Khayani.. 


A. Khayami, waa it? One or two of them came te aee me wath 


& dettier of introduction from, I think, Ardesehir “Zahedi, whe 
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waa Close to them. They told me that they had a license ta 
Sé¢e8embie passenger cars. They were @lresady daing something, 2 
Hercedes—-Benz, fF think. And they wished to have a British 
car. ff they couldn’t get a Bratisbh car, they would turn te 


t 


Germany, or France -- T’ve forgotten, 


a was quite inpreased with what they said. And, with my 
Commercial Councilior, whe I think then was Petar Wilkinaon, 
whe has since died, I went down fo iook st this’ Iran National 
works. Well, Im no expert on factories, but nevertheless, 
it was an impressive thing. Sa, i went back to the embaesy; 
and wrote a deapatch to tha Foreign Uffice saying that wed 
had this request, and thet f theught this should be teken 
gerioualy, and we sh Id try and get Reots -- or whoever cr 


nay have mentioned roots, but f said they should try}. 


And, of course, Wilkinson wrete to the Board aft Frade, asx if. 
then was, and made the same point. He said this was 4 very 


serious request, and we should da something shout it. 


So, the government -- the Foréign Office and the Beare or 
Trade -- get in teuch with the moter manutacturers, and Hoots 
came aut. And that’& how it sterted. In my office. Whether 
the royal family had interests didnt anterest me. My 


interest wae to see that the Britieh manidacturer got it. 
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And they did. 


And, you sed, the seme aort of thing haopened with Bunlop. 
Une oF the Farmeritarmaians -- Ali, who” since died, he wea 
Kiiled in a akiing aceident, T think -- Ali Farnanfarmaian 
came to 466 mé one dey in the Gutice, and said he had got a 
liceuse fo set up a tire factory. He wanted to get Bunlan 
an, zf possibie. If nat, he would go to the Americans. But 


conid I doa samethinag? 


i knew sameone at Duntop -- not Reay Geddes ff, I didn’t nar: 
thé che@arman -- but Ff knew & man caelied Simon there, whoa nas 
since Llertthem. &ut + wrote to him, and said -- and aiso we 


vent to the Board of Trade, and I seid, “Look, this i4 a 
Serious thing. Ali Farmentarnsien i138 a haghiy anteiligent 


operator, and this i8 worth going ..."” 


So, Dunton teak this up. And got to @ point, where, as I 
mentioned, it was sabotaged by Ansari, in the end. An 
interesting giosa on that. Finaily, when Ray Geddes went 
hack te London, after having come ont to sign, and then 
retuaing to Bign because he woulan’t accent this condition of 
Snsari’s, he wrote me a manuseript letter saying thet he was 
not going to sign unless they gave un this neant, and that he 


teared American interests had got at Houshang Ansari, ar 
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something. 


Wali, I sent this letter up to Milam, just to show him that 
they were Fealiy sulling out. I said, “The Shah has asid it 
will ali be all clear.” And ac Alam went to the Shah, and 
said this, had stili been Reid up. And the Shah aaid, “Weli, 
teil Anaari nat to be ao silly, and teli him to get on with 
Et.” And so Alan then sant thia manvuaeript letter, of Sir 
Reay Geddes ? ta me, to Ansard, and asid, “Cléar un this 


Business, Dunlop are going to have the business." 


Weil, Ansari, being @ very siiprery and able chan, he picked 
up this insinuation that he wes in the meckets of the 
Americans, ond nade a big issue of this, and said he would 
vesign unless the British ambassader apologized. Alan 
telephoned me, and asked me to ge and see him inmédsately. 
He said, “Look, I’ve made s&s very bed misteke., ££ didnt 
reeily read this ietter properly. £ sent it te Houshang 


rr 


Ansaxvi, and this is the positaon. He demands ... 


I aaid, “Well, I can’t anelogize to him. I’m not goang to 
apologize to him. TF don’t mind juat saying, “I"m sorry, 


rc 


there’s been ea misunderstsnding,” or something, but .... 
Well, the unephet was, thet i saw Angseari a week or twa ister 


-~ IT didnt ask to see him eapecialliy -~ af the Anerican 
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eamhasay dinner. And I aust heali-apoSlcdized, and said I an 
sorry. But that wes encugh Yor Ansari fo get his way, and at 


went fo Goodrich, noi te BDunlor. 


Lo mention that as the sert of dealing and the extent to which 
i would intervene. In saomething like that, where there’d 
been gume really crocked business, I would s:ntervene. But 


nermaiiy I didnt. 


WY. Hut as far as the ran Nationait dert is coencerned, it 
wasn’t toid ta you, or you didn’t seénse that thera were sone 
very powertfui figures bebind this deal that these two 


brothers .aa4t 


A. Wa, We tock at straight on its merits. 1 didn’t, 
G&rtainiy, make any isste af their being -- f dadn“t even 
now that Zahedi was involved, at that time. He sent these 
people With an introduction, but J dzdn*t know that there wae 
any of his money Pehand 1t, ar that he was anvolved in any 


WAY. 


G. A duestion that seemed toe nese itself at the time was 
that these cuntracts were beang awarded toa the major sort of 
pecwers as if each of then had a sort af uredetermined share 


an the transactions that were being granted. A car-factory 


. 
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with the U.5., 8 Gar-Xactory with Brataan, ancther one with 


Prance. Did you see it ...7 


A. Welt, f certeanly sav it a jattia Bat like that, that the 
Shah was .... batancing-act, you Know. But, after all, 
that’s been -- it’s in the Persian bioed, asn’t at? +- you 
xnav, balancing one power against enother. And I thank that 
the Shah enjoyed déing that sart of thing. And, of course, 


there was the gquestacn of whe represented these firms. 


inever gat to the bottem of the estent to which FPrancess 
Ashrazi wes anvolved. The general beliler was that, unless you 
nad Ashrat, or her son, Shahram, involved. you weren"t going 
io get any business. Whether that was trye or not, I den*t 
know. When I was asked whether farms should brang im Ashraf, 


ri 


i tended ta eay “no" -- not quite no, but say, “Well, I would 
Keer her out af af." But, ian fact, I think they tound thet 


they hac, in some way or other, to get samehbady Linke Ashras 


invoived. 


Go. Again, another question that continues fo come up an 
Iranian politics is the extent of U-S.-Sritish 
rivalry /coocperation. Coaoulid you set this cuestion straight? 


Whet was the entent at rivalry and cotperatson? 
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4. Well, sa I ssid yesterday, in the early days, when JI 
Went, back in I9SS, the cooperetiaon waa very ciosé&. Because 
tha American o11 companies were far fram wishing to see BP 
hacked out af the country. They stood solid behind then, and 
wouldn’t Suy Fersian Gil -~ “stolen o11" they called it. 
Because fhe American conbaniesn saw that, 1¢ thia haphnenea to 
4 British company in Iran, it would probably happen toa then 


next in Saudi Arabia ar scenewhers. 


30 the great myth, in Britain at any rate, that the Anericans 
got us Gut as, J thank, untrue. There had been an unfriendiy 
ambassador herore. if thank Gredy was untfriendiy towards us, 
and may have encouraged MNossadeqh. But, py the time I get 
tere, and I’m talkang sbout my timé, the Am@racsans were very 
heiprult, and we got the oil agreement in which BP had a 40% 


Snare, 


Now, when IT went back aa ambassador 1n “63, although I get on 
very weil with Julius Heimes, in particular. He had served 
in London, ne Knew the British, and scan. The Anericans 
Were very much the tor power nen, and the British were no 
langer even in the position we were in in i853. But I 
enjoyed, as FY mentioned yesterday, just becapse of pest 
history, a Bert of rether special nosition in Fran. As 


British ambassador, and the fact that I*d heen there in 
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fRe-"S5, end knew @ lot Go¥ peaple. 


And I sensed a certain jeslauay of my pe. On, parriculariy 
by Arnin Heyer. ougias Mac Arthur I na ‘sry iattie use for 
ato ali. He was friendiy and ail the rest of it, Hut he was 

JUSh a gas-hag, a8 fer as my Fudgqnent. And I neayer sound him 


easy Lo werk with. 


But with the American Embassy as @ whole, we, the British 

Embassy, got on well. There was no feeling. on wy part, at 
any rate, that they were trying fo &Teal]l marches on vs. Ud 
Course, THere vweS GOMBEeLiLaaon over exports, and on arms in 


particular. 


find I remember, when the Beritash dad get a Big order -- fi 
thank, I*m not certain -- for Ranszer, &§ wanted to teli the 
AMG@ricean Enhasay. Hecause it seemed ta me that the Americans 
Were hranmarialy reenponsibple for mifatary supplies, and ve 


should teli them. i weaan’t allowed to. 


And I remember sending 3 telegram to the Lakour government 
gaying: “Tf the export of azsmsa 1a your oniy consideration, 
aii right. But it dees seem ta me, in terme az 
éAngia-American cooperation, we shauid anform the Americans.” 


The Anericans had done same dirty work, I think, @isewhere, 
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Huseciing im or arms deals which we'd gat. If Wasn*t allowed 


to teli the Americans, 


As fer aa fy Gwn position in fran was concerned, throughout 
Sli my pericd there, there waa na teeling ci trying to ateal 
SB fharch om the Americans. it was worth keeping in step with 
them, end not aliowang the franians to play us aff. ane 


against the other, which they were inclined to do. 


G@. My next questian concerns certain arrests of prominent 
government officiais under the banner of corruptiaon. 

A4itheugh some Iranitens tended to believe thet sat a bach 
gevernment oitaciel was G@ver arrested for COrruption, itt had 
te do with @ certain disioyality or «4 masjyudgment. cunciear> 

in the grea of pmoiaticsa. And there ere three names that cron 


up during your satay in Iran. 


One if Ahmad Natficy, whe was Mayor af Tehran. The other one 
isa Mx. Ebtenaj, ¢na was arrested, £ helieve, before you 
arrived there. but was, perhaps, released at the time that 
Fou @rrived. And the thira one wee General Ahmad Vessough, 
who, £ believe, Was 2&2 Benior military officer, and mayne even 
Minister af War. Do you have any thoughts or refiectians on 


these #4 -7 
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A.W Yes, Jet me taik shout Fbhtefiiay, the first one, because I 
Knaw Fbtehay very well. And when T went back to Tehran 4s 
ambaasader, he had, of course. been in mrisan and heen 
released, and ao an. He was yery upset because he wasnt 
anvited ta the Bueen’s Birthday Party. You know, it’s 
Qax“Lraordinary how neoplie mind about these things. and he 


a2ent &@ nessage to me through Hiss Paimer~-Smith, who i 


mentioned yesterday, Bayang that he hadn*t been anvited. 


3a t looked amto it, and he was on our last. He e2zther 
hadr*t got the anvitatron, and Bo on .... There was no 
question of leaving ham off. So this message went back. and 
then I got @ message that he was convinced thet it wes Lhe 
EBratish who had heen responsibie sor having him arrested, and 
SO on ..-- So, I aaid F wee quite certain this was untrue, 

I thank I talked to him abGut thas. IT seid, “But P7ii ioox 


anEG this whole questian.” 


So, I dug aut the f21les. And F found a iat eabout it. And 
wheat Eptehay had not toid me, he nad written fe nas old 
friend, a Cabanet Ninister, Lord Caney, whom he had Known in 
the war, complaining ebaut this and saying that 42t was the 
Brifish whoa had been reaponsable. And Casey, whe 18 now 
gead, had then written «-« he wee in Austraiia, IF thine he wae 


Governar-General -- to Alec Dougiaa-Home about this. And 
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there’d been quite an indguest inte this whale thind of 


Ebteha}. 


Alec Dougles-Home had written back &nd aaid there waa 
absoluteiy no subatance in thia at all. Weti, f found these, 
end various minutes in the émbassy files, aaying: "“Whet an 
asp Ebteha} is, to believe these things?" Oe fT got hoid of 
fbtehaz, and i said, “Look, I think the best thang 15 for you 
ta came and look at these papers. You can see yourseéeiy —-- 
there are som2s quite rude things ahout you, being so stupid 
as to believe this.” And so, hé came ante my oarface, and i 
fhowed fim theea paneresa. Ff don’t think ft ever convinced 


him, but pevertheleas... Theah is the Ebtehaj; case. 


You we@e, Ebtehaj;, for ail has elavyernessa, and so on, he’s goat 
this old-world Persian mentality that the British have thia 
thing. And he had serdous trouble in his early days, when he 
WG &2 4unsor clerk in the old Inperial Bank of Persia. And 
he always thinks that, from then onwards, the Gritish were 


“agin™ Him. 


But, as I teid you yesterday, the one nerson I once told the 
Shah we had a great 4édmiretior for waa Ebteheaj. We never, in 
the enbesay, held this sort of thing against Aim. We always 


thought he was 4 geod, straight man with a dynamian which waa 
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qdaing good things rer Persia, Se that’s tor Ebtehsa). 


Ahmad Naticy I nad come across when he was Mayor, and fF’m 
almost certain ~-- well, I’m nét certain, but trom what wian 
told me, it was Pirasteh, who was Minister of the Interior, 
wha went to the Shek with, alleqedly, antormatian againat 
Neficy, and had hin srrested and put in prisean, It wae 
entirely a personal thing between Pirasteh ....This was told 
me by Alam. Because FT used to sae his wife -- she van & 
deputy, I think, and from what Fd seen of Shmed Nafacy I 


rather iiked hin. 


{ didn’t Know him in my farat tame in Tehren, but the Second 
tine. And wheat Parasteh had against him, IT don*t know, but 
Alam told mé@ this was, you might say, & dirty bit of work by 
Pirasateh. Tertasiniy the Britich nad nothing anvolved. You 


Bnov, we had nob particular interest an ham at the time. 


The other one £ don’t know anvihing about at ali. When dia 


that haprnent 


2. That happened in Hearch “64, when he first arré@sated. And 


then sentenced to orisan several months later. 


4. No, I am not avare of thet at all. 
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@., well, the point I was tryang to make was -- it hadn’t 
gocnrred to me that the 4Sritiah had anything to cde with this. 
But EF was wondering if you could retiect on the Parsitéan view 
that these pecple got themseivesa in trouble with the Shah 
becsuse of some political indiscretion, rather than because 


they had acted in some corrunat Fashian. 


A. Ebtehaz, I don’t know. I think there were so many people 
gunning far Ebtehaj. I don’t Know what the reason ... 


because I waean’t there when he actually went to priasen. 


Nafiey, =~ gust can’t think of any reason at sil. There waa, 
of codturse, ancther case of a man demoted, dismissed and then 
seni aa anbassadoar to Spain —-- General Bram. Which waa in 


2970) me “fies 
MO. ere you familiar with that case? 


A. Weii, only toa the extent that it was some other general 
who was Jealous of Djaem. and wha went to the Shah and 
denounced him as having taken on giving Geclarations in his 
awn rane instead of the Shah’s name, or taikang about the 
Sheh as “my brother.” There was something like that -- ane 


of these silly .... But again, very indicative of the 
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pettiness of the Shah on these things. 


in British view, and IF think in American View, too, General 
D3am was regarded 4s cne of the heat thiets-of-Statt that the 
tranians had had. A straight-thinkina chap, and was just 


suddeniy pusted out and sant ta Medrid as ambsasaacor. 


Ww. Again, nmedther the British ner the Americans were in 4 


posztion te voice any sort of displeasure.... 


A, You wouddn’t do that sert of thing. That wes the Snah*s 
decision. You might dislike 2t very much. We vere very 
wpeset oy it, end |ac, f think, were the Americans, out ng 
possible goed, end much harn, might heave been dane By veicang 


any Gaspitesyre. The Shah would never go into teverse. 


Og. My next quéstaon haa to de with the opposition te the 
Sheh which we Gdiacuased yesterday. And seisa has to doe with 
THis 2t4S5e af political development, and possifie gradual 
move toward demecracy in Iran. And also has toa do with the 
fact that ane reason why religious forces were able to take 
over in Iran ig because sil the cther posaibilif£ies of 


political alternatives were renoved from the scene. 


Now, in “62-764, of course, weve talked sbout those riote, 
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vhich were of a different variety than the rest I’m going ta 
mention. But, at that tine, what notice, if any, did you 
take of Ehomeinit Wea he just an iselsated individual, or a 


patential lesder? 


&. Wa, we didn’t -- looking through some of the Foreign 
Ostice papers the ather day, on Monday, I see he’s nentianed 
as having been released from prison, and then being 
re-arrestad after the 4Smerican Immunities Bail <?> eritician, 
i think, in October. And then, i didn’t see any other 
rererence -- there were oniy tfwo references T came ¢tor for 
him. Sut he wee important enough 4a figure to he tenticned hy 


nane in my despatches. 


And then, I rémenber. and I have to took um -~ at must heave 
been when he was released from prison -~ I went down to Oon. 
Wea had aome frienda atayind with us, Sir Frank Lee, who was. 
&t that time Master of Corpus Christie, Cambridge. And he 
and his wite ... Ioused to iike going to Hom, It was, you 
know, you had to he rather careful how you hehaved there -- 
ene put your wite in chader, end so aon. But it was very much 


a Fersian town. 


And T teaok Sir Frank Lee and has wife down there. And there 


were tavzas galore going down fherea, with mullahe tn them ... 
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And ££ couldn’t make out wheat it was, This was when Hnomeina 
hed been released and returned te tom. © remember thinking, 
"Now If the Shah hears = have been in Gom thas day. again he 
will thinki The British Ambassador.” Soe { sent word, through 
Aijam, I think, that I had taxen visiters fiown fo @om, arid so 


OF e 


But that was the oaniy thing, There*s no recolievtion an my 
mind of ever yegarding Mthameini as a potential Hewaey ne 
went otf to exile in Turkey, and then ta Iraq. And by che 
time T teft Iran, he was in Iraq and was broadcasting faariy 


requlariy. 


i do remember that the Le Honde correspondent, Eric 
Fouileau, F think 28 was, went oni to see the Shah shertiy 
Betoere the Parsepolis thing. [’"d lett Tehran, so .t must 
have been the apring or the summer at 15971, And hme said ta 
the Shah: “Aren’t you worried about these broadcasts?” The 


rr 


Shah dismissed 11 as of no importance, and vent on te say "an 
dit": “Ohe saya that he’s a menber of the British 
tntetilagence Service.” 2 meen, the Shah, in hig own mind, 


the Britszsh again, you see, were trying to unset Pergserpolia, 


But we never -~ certainiy in my day, and I cant think my 


Buctesasgera aver dttiachéd any great impeortence to Khemezna as 
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8 potential leader of the opposition then. 


fH. Now, foalliowing thigs Khemean2z atfair, certain leaders of 
the National Front were brought hefore 2a milataxry court, and 
aise Mr. Mehndi Berargan and Ayateliah Taleghani weré® brought 
betoreée milatary ¢ovurta and séntenced te tén years 
inprisonment, which, an a way, but an end to that group fer 


at least if years. 


i*m wondering if, at that time, any sert af 4 thought wag 
GiVen aa to what the repercussieans of this kand af beéehaviar 


toward relativety moderate non-revelutionery ... 


Ase When dad that happen? 


MQ. This. waa in “4. 


A. “64 ... 2 ¢an’t remember paying any attentzen. I would 
have noticed it, if think, in icoking threugh the annual 
reports on Monday, at the Foreign Office. And J can’t 
remember. Ff don’t think there was any reference ta it at 


ail, 


a. Then in “71, the farst of a ger1es of Geenuftigns of, sort 


of, the young Lettista Hegan, when 13 membere of what they 
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called aort of Uhinesa-type communists, who aitegediy platted 


something, Were evecuted. 


IT guesa the question F’m trying to ask vou is if twa parts. 
GQne if whether you sav any threat to the long-term stabablity 
af fran, with the actians that ware being taken ageanst 
maderate political forces wha wanted to -- whoa were really 


monstlitutionaiists, at legst at thet tame. Theat*s ane parnt. 


Tre secend point 18, 48 anhbassador of the cauntry which as 
prebabiy the most democratic in the worid, did you feel eny 
sort of a contilict hetween whet vour own vaiues an yaur own 
country were arid what was being practised in the 

host-country. in what way did you resoive this in your own 


hina? 


A, Weli, if don’t tiink ian these years I was there, this 
cuestion Worried ma at ail. Farst of all, one was delighted 
to see that the chaos and weakness and instability of earlier 
yearg, which i’d experienced in “33-35, had ilargeiy been 
overcome. And trom 19on, after the Muharram riots, as comea 
ent continually an my annual reports, there was atability, 


and the Shah waa moving forward. 


And I think that was, for mé, the main consideration, the 
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fect thet he had te be tough with dassidents,, whether they 
ware the mulishs or other, was = sign that he had got 8 aris 
of the country. So, I was never worraed, and LT can*t 
recollect ever having warned London that the Sheh vea 
building wun trouble for caeneree other than that I quoted 
thas] two Last daspaetches f wrote from Tehran in April and 


March 1lo7i, when I said there was trouble on £hé pwoiversity 


front, @nd there would be troubie ahead. 


But + never artemnted ta prophesive seriaqusa trouble sheed. tI 
Siwvays thought then that the Shah would be wise enough toa 
gradualiy let up, and nove towards a nere liberal regime, 


that he woula be strong enaugh to do sa. 


WM. Weii, thea tact wes, that during your stay there, instead 
or gradueitiy opening up durang those years, he was gredualiy, 
as far @aB polthics was cemcerned, clasing up and 


Concentrating more and nore Hower in fis own hands. 


&. Well, he was to some @xtent. But there were some eigns. 
The press, I thank, became a littlé bat more critical at 
times, Just towards the end of my satay there. But 
personaily feit that the Iranian peanle, rather like the 
Greek peaple, were basically an undiecipnliinécd country, and 


they needed a firm hand. And therefore, fo me it was a good 
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thing the Shah wea showing this jAand, 


Ang iff didn’t seem toa me then -- one talks with nindsight now 
—-- thet SAVAR had reserted to the sort ar practices which 
cieveloned over the years. Oan’t Pees tae ik waan"& until 
the vary end of 3970, or the baginning ef “71, that there was 
this. qguerilie atteck at Sayahkal, which we teiked about 
yeaterday, and the urban gueriila povement had really not 
suarted. Sa thas wasn’t there in my day, end Emis didn’t 


Worry me, 


W. id fake to get back ta the Shah, and sort ot recan sone 


oz the things that you have said tefore. 


One has to do with the frequency of your meefings with the 
Shan. You have said that they were much lesa frequent than 
you and your successor ag ambassador had exnected them ta be. 


tin the average, how atten would you see the Shah? 


A. F< shovld think one probably sav hin, apart from at 
orficial receptians and dinners for visiting digniteries, ana 
SG On, Rerhaps Four tines a year, something Iske that, four 
or five timez a year, if that. =F ahovld think that was about 


 £t. 


aed - 
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i told you that Nr. Aram was very anxicua I should see the 
Shah requiarily, but thet was hecause® Aram wanted seme 
maderating infivence on the Shah. Sut I was not vrenared ta 


get caught up with the Court in that way. 


GQ. And the setting would be what? It would Be an audience 


im his§ paitacet 


fis Yea, if wavid be an audience at 4 nalace, Marhié Palace 
ex up at Sedeabad. There’d be nobedy else present, except, at 
tourse, tf there waa 4&4 visating minister. Sir Alec 
hougias-Home cane aut just after I arrived in 1963. He had «- 
Littie working dinner up at the palace wath Aim and &iec 


Pougiaqs-Hame’s stiat+t, and sa on, and the Foreign Minister. 


That would Rhanpen oceasionaily, but in terms of a direct 
audience, it would be four or five times a year, FT suppose, 
They would be quite long audiences, and one would cover a Ist 


et ground. 


ij think I had one meeting with him at Farahbad. I got a 
mneasage trom Alam that he wished to see me, and 1 was oan 
eal. Same crisis. Bui that was the oniy fime, I mention 


thet beceuse the Smerican Enbassy believed that I used ta 
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ride reguiarly with the Shah evety Fridey. This was guite 
uUntirue: bk mever went riding with the Shah -- it was with 
Alam. But «?>-develoned. And the Americata had this beliadr 


that i was riding every week with the Shah. 


Unme particular accasion 18 worth mentioning, when the Puke af 
Edinburgh came out te Iran, on has way to Australis, on an 
unatfficiai visit as the guest of the Shah. I"ve forgotten 
the vear, i565 ar “oY, I think. He said he wonid iike to 
entertain the Shah at the emhasay. He was stayirig in one of 


the Sheh’s guest houses. 


IF asked the pratacocl pecpie, the Foreign OUfface, wha were 
arranging £he program, and they said, “Gh, mo. The Shah will 
neyer ga fo 2 foreign embassy unless it’s a state visat.” 

So, when T next saw Alam, T teid him that this head been 
vetoed, end he gwatid, “Oh, he’ll come to the British Embassy. 
Ir’ii write to hin." The Sheh was in Switzariand, I think. 
And he wrote, and the answer was, “Yes, the Shah would be 


very happy to come to dinner at ihe Britiah Embassy.” 


So, i bad a dinner party for the Duke of Edinburgh and the 
Shah. We had sis men an the franian side, six Iranians, and 
Six British. It was a very successful varty. The Duke of 


Edinburgh was in very good form, and he and the Shah got on 
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Very weli. it was a amail cinner, and we went on tii paat 


midnight. And it was 4 very happy evening, 


QW. How were the six Iranians chosen? Was that easy? 


fa Yes, f can peli you whoa they were. The date of the 
dinner was the 24th of February. 1957. Gn the Iranian sade: 
the Shah: the Prime Hinister, who was EFoveirdsa: the Grand 
Master af Veremanies, I’ve forgotten who he was at that time; 
Prince Gholam Reza; the Minister af Foreign Affairs, who was 


2ahnedi:s and the Manister of Caurr, dAjean. 


On the British Side there was Cherles Wiggin <f>, who was the 
founcitlor: there was Commander Martin, he was @ retired 
neve il officer whe had been ABDC to the Queen, and he end his 
wWita Were staying with us (fits, Martin had heen Ereught un 
With the Queen -- they were qreat persenal friends, and 
Conmander Martin’s father had been an admiral and the Duke oat 
Edinburgh hed served under him an the navy, se that was the 
iink -- they were friendsj: and then, there was Nr. Orr ¢f?, 
whe was & Driveate secretary of “7; and Geoftirey Dawson, why 
WHS 4 meanber of my setett. And Charies Wiggin -- there were 


two members af my staff. 


4nd the placement, which was arranged by the Minaatry af 
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Foreign Afftesirs, put the Shah in the middie af the tabie, 


ooposite the Duke ot Edanburdgh. 


it was a very hilarious evening. 


And the interesting thing was -- on security. I was a hit 
Worried. I didn“t tell the servants or the casok until the 
mornang. id just tald them we hac danner for the Duke of 
Edinburgh. Io didn’t say the Shah was coming. Sut F alsac 
eskhecd the Court how many people ft shouid heve to provide 
Reais for -~- security, anid eo an, They seid just three 


pecple. There wae no greet masa ...- 


@. iI see, the imperial Guerd didn“t come and case the piace 


cr} 


fi. No. And the three people whe came. Let mé duet get the 


tiring out af my diaary. Switch att for a minute. 
ZI“il read from my dzrary: 
“Faght om. Twenty-fourth of Februery. Nen“s dinner for the 


Prince and the Shah. Other gueats were Prince Ghoiam~-RKeza; 


the Prime Manister, Asadoilah Ala@m; Ardeshir Zahedi: Br. 
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Loughman Adhan ¢he was the Neater of Ceremonies>; Toby Martin, 
whe arrived ta satay that morning; Gharles Wiggin: Geoffrey 


Dawaun: and Janes Orr. 


“Went remarkably well, with Prince Philip quite aparkling in 
his conversation. And he and the Shen exchanging views and 


Gurselves chipping in. Ail very relaxed. 


"HAeL.M., Who arrived pramntiyp at 8620 om, stayed until 41:30 
om. Jane and Bill Winter <Jane was my wite”“sa social 
secreteéery, and Bill> gave dinner in the snall dining-raom to 
feneral BRemal, Oolonmel Fartash, aiso part of the Shah’s 
entourage «they were the two peornie who Came with tf. @ shen, 


but apart from that, we had no 4.4.7" 


OQ. How did he arrive? Sy car? 


4. By car, yeas. 


And it was never publicized. WNobody ever knew. It never 


Cume out. if think it*s the oniy time he ever went ta a 


foreign embassy without it Being 8 state visit. 


@. On these occassions where you would acea him at the paiace, 


coukd yau desteribe the acene of how you would be greéted, and 


- FE 
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how . ou would be sitting or standingtT 


A. Well, the Shah would probably be standing up waiting far 
me, becauae I would be kept waiting a few minutes in the 


anie-reonm. And when I came in, he’d be standing. 
2. Woutd you be announced? 


A. Yee, FI think the Mastex of Ceremonies, whoever was 
feeking satfter me, would announce me. But no grest formality. 
You just go in, and you bow over his hand, then ha‘d shew you 
tao «a cheir, and he would be in another ane -- at his desk, 


probably. And «a servant weuld come in with a cup of teas. 
G. So he would be aitting behind his deak? 


A. He might be sitting behind a- sax. I ean’t really 
renember that. Sut the desk would be nearby, at any rate. 
And we would be rather like you and I are here. talking like | 


this, 


We would. heave our tea. and then if ft had stuff to say... oF 
he might begin the conversation. There’d be a few exchanges 
of «ee BOrt of 4... HOt complinents, tut “How are you?” and 


ail that sort of. thing.. 
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Io aiways found it. very easy te talk to him. Ha hadn*t got. 
much sense of humor, but you could talk te him. Hie English 
Waa very good, and lucid, and f had no ditficulty in getting 
him te understend what FT waa trying fa put across. I, of 
cmourge, used to havea notes betore I went up. 2 hever hed 
them out with me went I went there, but I would vwery 
carefully réhearse what I was going to say, so that I didn’t 
forget eny points, Because you might have 4 dozen different 


points to taik about, 


and, an tact, I Kept the very last anterview IT had with the 
Sheh. You might like me ta da just -- if you could avwitch 


efi for a minute, I*11 get it. 


T kept the very iast notes I had -- £ aiways prepared notes 


hefore® Io went up for an audience. 


Gf. Weutd you alaa get Briers, or instructions, from tie 


Foreign Office? 


A. it would depend on what I was teaiking about. Sametines 
Yeo and sometiznea no. But in this tase ... Mora often than 
not, if di was a apecific abject, yee, it would be talking 


toa Foreign Office brie. 


- 27a - 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Denis Wright. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 10, 11 October 1984, Aylesbury, England. 
lranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


Weight.-7 


Now, I’ve got hera the almost illegible notes I tock up on ny¥ 
lest audience with the Shah, Gn the i¥Yth of Sprii, itrvl. Ana 
the firat item was about the idelands (that’s Tunbsa and Abou 
Mousse} and the tInton of srah Emirates twhich was still 
unsgettied -- I mentioned this ail yesnterday:. i emphasize, 
and hy notea got 

“ai Svoeakang on instructions ¢in other words, I seid ta the 
Shah, “Now, I’m talking on instructions from the Foreign 


Secretary. 73" 


My notes read as follows: 


“Secretary of State disturbed if no soiution found. Talands 
Likely to assume significance out af ail proportion to their 


importance. 


2) H.H.G°S protection will be maintained and seen toa be 
effective until our relation with the rtiera changes <in 
other worda, what I was saying to the Shah ia thet we would 
be bound te honor our obligations, and that if he were to 


sudden Ly seize the laleands we shouid have to. retaliate>. 


«i can’t quite read thisg:> 
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“Then ufiatable condation, @.g. United Nationa <i can’t 


renamber what that refers ta> 


"S} Seizure of the ialands by force will déstroy Peraians’” 


coocneratian with the Peraitan Guilt rulers. 


“di the firm conclusion, therefore, must be: @& comL.omise 
Huet be reached. H.N.G. worked hard. Signs of dome move by 
the rufers. Distress by Hwi.M.’s Lsth of February statement 
<f can’t reénember what thet wes -- something the Shah haa 
saicd which had upset thinga>. Publicity makes harder for them 
ta negotiate and will stir up premature hecatile reachion ‘tin 
other words, I waa trying to say ta the Shah: *For Gods 


Bake, handle this thing caretullyi*>" 
And then, my fourth point: 


"“flooe the Persians will foiiow any anitative likeiy to lead 
to negotiations, And hope H.I.N. wiii freat the rulers 
gently and nat <underlined> insist that soalution isa 


temporsry.* 


The next noint: 
“The U,&.E. <Union of drab Enirates> singie moat important 


eontribution to the Persian Gulf atability Cin other worda, I 
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was irying to say that it we couid get this organization 
qoing, which the Jreaniana were aprosing then, this, would 
eentribute to stability in the area, and to maint out that it 
was only the Peoples” Democratic Republic af the Yemen and 
the Fersian government wha were opnosing this. a I was 


really saying to the Shahi *You know, drom it <3" 


The next point 28 something te do with the United Nations: 
“Fatiacy af United Nationa jtikely to create difficulty if nao 
Avabsa were -- Lf cqan’t read this -- in getting inacripticn 
<?>,. <i thank trying to discourage him from t&akang this thing 


to the Unated Natians>.* 


And then, the other subjzectsa -- that was my main thang, put 
then 1] had other subjects. One -- the next one -- was 
eepyridht. J ¢onsistentiy tried fo get the Shah tea agree ta 
sign Bone international copyright agreament. Sa i had 
another goa at him, and guoted that even Roger Stevens’ badk 
hed been pirated. And Longman’s English Course waa pirated. 


And other thinga. 


And the Shah, in fact -- I got him ac worked up on this -- J 
Boinied out that Iran wae the only civilized nation in the 
World who hedn*t signed. He got through on the telephone, 


there and then, toe hia brother-in-law, Hr. Pahibod, who wae 
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Hinister of Culture, and talked to him in Persian. He didn’t 
say D was with hin, he just said, “I hear we haven*t signed. 
Were the only civilized nation. You muat do something shout 


it.” Well, I*lil acme hack to that ia &@ minute. 


And then, the next point YT nade was on our cansular 
rebationa. F said it wes important that they shauid have 
qoad relations with the local authorities, because of 


Various, you know, drag amugglind and that sert of thing. 


friid then I mentioned St. Anthony’sa, because St. Anthany’sa 
College -- i had sent out somecne, Cecil Hourana ¢?>, to try 
and g&@&t= s30me money to set up Paraian studies. and I seid toa 
the Shah st the end of the seudrence thet I head never asked 
him any peraanel favera <unciear>. And I said, “Weil, I’m an 
old Oxford man, and Im interested in St. Anthony’s becauBbe 
they’ve gat a Niddle East Centre where Persian goes by 
derault, in 4a way, hecause there’s no money.” And I would 
hope that he would be abie to put up some money ta help the 


Persizegn studies. 


And he gaid, “Well, we've already helped amcther college. It 
Waa Wadham. If said, “Yea, the wrong college. fIt*s gat 
mothing to Wo ..,." ¢<That“s another atory, IT won’t bore you 


with.+ 
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And then, I talked about another peint I had, the myths about 
the British. and ive qet “Bathista." I think the Shah at 
that tine thought we were suprorting the Bathists of Trac. 


And ~f tried to exniode that one. 


And then I had another noint: “Chieftain tanks and the 
ahatus ot Forces." | was telling him that British teama at 
engineers and soidiers were arriving in September, by whreh 
time Tf would have ileft. F said there would be 253 or so, and 
4T was important thet there ba gome legal protection for 
these peapie when they were in fran. I just mentacned this as 


conning Hhusineeas -- nat for me fa negotiate. 


And T said that what we would want would he Uf. personnel -- 
reaily asking for the same treatment aa the Americana got 


sunclear? their miiitery miszian. 


And then F talked about the navy, saying that “nothing had 
heen done to establish hasic use, or mechenized-type 
facilities at Bandar Pahlavi. Must give higher priority ta 
training akilia <unclear>.” Because the Britiah were 
Boilding ahips and we were worried they were not training 


people properiy. 
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That was the sort of agende I would have far that iasat 
audience. And so, on previous occasions, I would go up there 
with @ Little bit of paper in m¥ pocket, and ga through 


whatever JT had to tsik about. 


Q. Presumably, once you got back to the embassy, you wrate a 


renert te the Foreign Ofrtice about this audience? 


A. By courier, or by telegram, it if was Surfacienttivy 


uxgemti. Hut normaiiy By courier. 


OO. Now, as far as you knew, on the Persian side, now was 
this information, this discussion, ever erlther ppt down on 


paper, or cammunitated ta the responsible ofaticsaias 


A. 4 aivways assumed that the Shan weuld -- he used te see 
hig Tiniaters daily, the samportant onea, the Niniaster at 
Foreign Affairs and the Prime Minister +~- issue inatructione 
toa them when he next saw them. But I never knew exactiy haw 


it was done. 


G, For instance, did you see him take netea as you were 


talking? 


A. No. He never took notes, never took notes. 
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i Soa ase Ff 
&. He bed a remarkable memory. 
i. ree YOU had to rely on his. so-called remarkeble memory? 


Aw Yea. 


GQ, There was no secretary colled into the room during the 


meeting or afterwards to take things down <unciear>? 


A. The aniy time he Rad secretaries orespent was ai F took. 
fhe Foreign Minieter up there, or sometiing like that. Ur 
Michael Stewart. And there would be a sort of a neeting. 
Then there would be someone taking notes. But when IT hed my 
a2ingie audiences With him, there woauid be nohody else 


présent. 


mi. You. s@e the point I’m driving at. On your side, one man, 
you wotld be there. You would have =e brief. You woudd 
Giscues things. Then you would write a report. ft vould be 
Looked af by «a handful, or maybs a dozen, peaopie back an the 
U.K., peopie of intelligence, experience. And then 1t would 


he mimeograrhed and sxeroxed, and peopie wavid see it. 
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Qn the iranian side, if would denend on the Shah remembering 
whet you had said and the perecn before and after you had 
Baid about that, and then remerhering ta pass at on to the 
Yerious individuals. Ff mean, he had to doa the job of a xnerax 


machine. 


4. Oh, yes. No, 2€°S8 quate true. How he did it, I dan’t 
Know. And I never realiy hoathered. Because one never hed 
any reason to doubt that he tclliawed up the important thangs 
ane went to see Him about. ft mean, ane aiwasays. seemed to get 
-“- To m@an, I doan“t know what happened toa ihose thangs 
beacause I left -- bot when f went to see him about other 


thangs, the things had heen toliewed up. 


and, in the ces® of the coryright, he telephoned while I was 
there to Fahlbad. =F went to say good-bye to Pahihod a few 
days later. And i tfeok up the question af copyright with 
him, which IT always had. And the Let an that the Shen -- I 
didn“t teii him I wes with the Shah when it hanmpened .... fn 
the end, of course, nothing happened, because, I think, there 


were Loo many veeted interests in copyright in fran. 


There was eiso a surt of feeling: well, we’ve been expiorted 


by the Britash and the West for eo many years, let*s exploit 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Denis Wright. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 10, 11 October 1984, Aylesbury, England. 
Iranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


Wright? 


them for 4@ change! Somebody told me this the other day. 


This was Hoveida’s attitude, reaily. 


G.- Bid you normally intorm Iranian officssis about your 


discussions with the Shah? 


A. It vould depend. if it wea going to be useful ta do so. 
iomean, if if talked about Bahrein, or samething like thar, oar 
the iglanda, I would certainty have told Atsher if the 
negoriations were still on. Or if at was something 
eoncerning 2ahed2z, I would teil ham. aAnd, very atten, If 
would go and teil Haveida, because one “naw there was this 


raveiry between then. 


Ky objective was te try and keep all my cantacts artendiy 
Lowards me, and mot iet them feel I wae leaning towards ene. 
ae MEAT ¢ af To went and did something wath Alan, i would cover 
nyseit by goind to Hdoveida or Zaheds ta pake certain they 
knew what I wae up to, and coulidn’t ever accuse me of going 


‘hehind their hacké. 


G. Sa, thereteore, thia coordination vacuum, t£ Fo may esii at 
thet, on the Iranian side was, to some deqres, filled ny 


yoursels. 
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A. To some extent, yes. 


Q., Weare you concerned thet you may be passangd on a decision 
made by the Shan to the Foreign Minister hefore the Sheh is 


ready fo naas it on to the Foreign Minister himsels? 


A. Weli, on@® had to be very careful what ane said. = mean, 
for inatance, f tala you yesterday shout the Bahrain things. 
Well, he told me to deal with Atehar. And i therefore never 
Baid a word to either Alam ar toa Zahedi @bout it -- oF 


anybody elise. Kept 1t entirety. 


And I was very cererul néver ta repeat to the Shen what 
sometines his own Fanisters saad te me. And I xnow that my 
auccessor greatly upset Alam by something that Alam had said 
to ham, whach he repested te the Shah. And the Shah was very 
angry with Aiam. It seemed to mé Just common genase. It you 
want to Meep & man’s conmtidence, you don’t rerneat what he’s 
tala you unless it" very good reason ta do aco, and 1t’*s mot 


going £0 iead to repercqussians, 


iowas, I think, perhaps more aware than my successor, 
Ramebothan, Wheat a datficult character the Shah wes, and haw 
very carefuliy you had to tread. And not prasse any of hia 


avn peopie beceuse thst would only be @ Kissa of death, in 
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some way, tor them, 


MQ. Initially, when you went to Iran, in “S35, you refused tea 
Geal with the Shah directiy. And obvadousliy, by the fime you 
lett, ar when you returned aa anbassador, and certainly hy 
the time you lett, you were, in fact, dealing directiy.... 


The anawer’a fairy obvious, But Id like ta have you ... 


A. Guite. They were two different positions. I went out ea 
@ fairly humble charge d‘affeires with a very low aninion of 
the Shah. I nean, the general Foreiqn Office view +- the 
Shan couldnt be triisted entirely. And my job wasn’t to do 
any highteluting bueiness. it was to take soundings and find 
out. The sort of hriet f had Wae not one which waa fo ge ta 
the Shah about things, so there was ahsolutely no hesitation 


in my mind that the way to deai wath thig was ... 


But by the time I got back in 63, the Shah was in power. He 
waa the foreign minister in many weys. And of aii these 
Z8suea “~~ ome learned fran experience ~-- you had tu carry the 


Shan with you. Soe if was a very different situation, really. 


@. Kecentiy a book hes besn published by, I think, a Fetish 
Journd@list, calied The Empero,. it telke about the 


eourk of Haile Seiasesie. If doen*t knew it you've seen that oar 
=~ Ao 


7. 
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hot. 
A. Yea, I read it. 


WH. When you went zrrom Ethiopia to Iran, were there any 
' Simikarities at ail, as far se the Court and the Shah -- the 
two kings -- wera concerned? Thear moral behavior, the 


peapie around thenm...T 


a@, Weil, there was 4 cexstain sinialarity, but of course the 
Ethiapian Court was Mush nore medieval than the frsanian 
Court. There vere gimiiaritizues. if mean, the Emperor waa his 
Shee 12 foreign minister, and mifiisters were like officials an 
England ‘or in America. If you had any serious business, you 
had to deai with the Emperor, and nobody but the Emperar. Sea 


there wera similarities. 


And I think IT enid yesterday, just aa fT tried to avoid being 
identified with the Court in Iran, sa I tried te keen away 
fyon haing regarded as the, sort of, man around the palace in 


Addis Abeba because it diduvt do one any good at all. 


J don’t think there was the exient of corruption around the 
Court in fddisa abhaba, but that was beceuse it was 4a much 


poorer country -~ there waen*’t the big business, there wasnt 
¥ 
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the ail money eon cig in, and ao on. So, although there were 
people there whoa were naking a certein ancunt of money, it 


wean“tL the sane sort of corruption that went on there, 


The other thing was, of course one has fess opportunity far 
social contact an Ethiopia. Very rarely you wexe invited ta 
their houses. And there was no mystigue about the British 
power thete thet there was in Iran, It was a aierareae sort 


Gf gasition for the Britash, altogether, there. 
G. How would you compare the fwa leadera as ...7 


A. Welt, there was a yreat age difference batween then. 
They were Both shrewd anerators. 2 thank the Shah was 
Profhabiy more in touch with his own country £fLhan the Emperor 
Wad. But communications, you 346, in Effitopia were fa very 
poor ingeed?: it was Gidgficuilt for the Emperor to get eround 


the cauntry much. 


Ang he hadn“t got the highly-trained sort of people as there 
were in tIren. I mean, thera were 4 numher of highiy-treined 
weaternized people. In Ethiopia the number of 
wastern-trained technoersts and so on was very limited. Tt 
Was a very different seart of set-up, in a way. But the two 


Coaurte had certain things in commen. Sern 
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GG. The Snah made a visit to England in i970. 2 thank at was 


an offjecsxal visaat...- 


&. In £3970, did her 


. Yeo. Wasa there anything apvecial ahout that? I forger to 


Bring £taat unm while we were covering thei period. 


A. tf cen’t remember that vwimgat at #il. He came in 156865, 


cidn“t he? 


a. Yer, 


fi. Bet 1970 -- I can’t remember. 
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WW. My other queation had to da with whether any other 
Bratish official -- and by that I mean the head of your 
military «I don*t know 1f you had 4 head of military missicn, 
or whether it was just the military atteche in the embassy} 
-- your top military man, local san, your tan intelligence 
officer, whether they had direct access to the Sheh ar 


whetaer they hed to goa through you. 


A. We had na militery mission there. I just had a maiitary 
attache. He didn’t see the Sheh. But the head MI6é man did 
have acetess to the Shah, gust iike the CFA man. In fact, he 
used feo sée the Shah more often than I did. But he would 
never see him without coming to see ne first, and going 
through with me whet he was gaing to tabk about. And. 
iikewise, when he*d seen the Shah, he would come and report 


To Te atrsightaway. Sco TI kept fairly ciose tabs on this, 


i didn’t mind this. The American political councilier rather 
resented thie aert of access. Aut I didme“t mand it. f 
aqidn’t want ta see the Shah toc often, and it served atite a 
useful purpose, realiy. fF cavid get messages ta him that 


Wey. 


Oo. ft realize the aensitivity of this cuestion, hut this is 
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my last ane on this subject. Did he get anvolived in domeatic 
politics with the Shah? Or was it maaniy te de with 


Becurity, sent 
A. Moatiy dealing with the Russian threat and &ecurity. 


GQ. He wouldn’t get involved with questions of National 


Frent, or domestic politics, or the Majyles, or «?>....7? 
A. Wo. Nea, he wouldnt. Nov 
OO, That would be outside of his ...7F 


As Yes. Yes. 


@. din Nay, i971 -- I suppose you hac iaft by then -- there 
Was 8@ published report that Iran was threatening to shoot 

down BritisA planes if they came over the iteiarnds. Firat of 
ali, £& thie accurete? Was this sone kind of a show, or was 


this réait 


A. Ft could be. Id gone py then. FT ean“t remember thet 
particular ane. But, you see, the wheie guestion of the 
islands was being negotiated. Six Wilidam tuce had heen 


brought out of retirement to handle this. And there was sone 
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Queation of keeping me on heyond my age of &O te stay on til 
we seftied this whole thing. and i heard later from the 
Foreign Office that it had teen decided that this might drag 


an tor 4 long time, end therefore hettrer let me off the hook. 


But IT can’t remember that particular incident, Aut there 
were some hard things @aid. Une of my conplainta againat 
Afshar, was that a dinner ar the Iran Society tater that vear 
~~ let’s see, if must have taken place in the summer -- I’ve 
fargaotten the actual date. Well, it *?)> was taken in the 
autumn, 5ut 1 was hefore the islands were settiad. There 


was 4 dinner afi which Printess Alexandra wana present. 


in these days the Iren Society was a vary floabrishing boady 


Heacause we had a dinner at the Savoy every year, and if was 


pecked quit -~ manwimun seats 800 or S50 of se. And Afshar 
mRad@ &2 apeech which —- if Was méent toe be a non-political 
Society -- where he talked about the isiands: that untlesas 


the British did something, the Iranians would take action 


eee. You know, 43 very provacetave speech. And if fd been 


Princess Ajexandra, I think I would have walked oaut.. 


3G, if ail ties up with that threat te shoot down airplanes. 


i yemember I was very embarrassed by this apeéech. The head 
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af the Foreign Office was there. The head of BP was there. 
&li pecple <to wham> I’d been trying toa say, “Losk, the 
Irsniena are moving in the raght direction." Here waa Aishar 


muttind dawn the gavpntlet. 


Iorenember the presa attache at the Tranian Fmbasay, 
Bhapourian, coming un to me efter the dinner, and sayang what 
did I think about Afshar’s speech. iI ssid this was the most 
disquating performance I*d heard for 4 lang time. Weli he 


went and fold Afshar. Afshar never gorgave me for that, IF 


think. 

Beceuse Eghbhai -- he was at. the dinner ~-- cane down here the 
foliowing Sunday for lunch. 4nd he said ta me -- iT didnt 
raieze if with him -- he said, “I didn’t itke Aafsahar’s speech. 


I thought ¢Tf> very mal piace.” I seid — thanght it 

Waa a disgusting performance, and reaily was out of place, 
and it would do more harm than good. aAnd Eqhbel seid, “IR 
going to teli the Shah when J get back.” And Afshar got antoa 
trouble. He always thought TI was responsible. Ft wasn’t me, 


Zt was Eghbai who did it. 


So the igiend thing was a very acute sort of issue until at 


Was finaliy oo 
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@. I gneas the gueation I was addressing was whether during 
that time there were certain statements made that bath sides 
knew were just for public consumption, rather than being said 


1m S8@rimianess. Was there any sort of scenario that perhaps 


&. No, £ dan*t thank theré was. You see, I wasnt in the 


picture any fare. 
i. AS Far 4a You Were concernedT 


A. Na. In the end, af course, we agreed with the Iranians 
that they would get the islands, but there was no sert of 
aynchronized «« “WavLli make a tough statement, you make ...™ 


I don’t. think there was any af that at ali. 

@. A ditferent subject now. When we were taiking ataut your 
¥iait toa Nassau, you asked me to ask vou about Amnir Sadeghi 
and his visit. 


A. oh, yes. 


Weill, I mentiecned Amir Sadeqhi because ..,. Are you seeing 


ham? 
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O. No, I“m not. I"ve never net nin, 


A. Hecsuae I'd never met amir Sadeghi until sametine in 19-- 
-- whenever it was, before the revolution. He wrate ta me 
from Tehran and said we had gaod friends in common. He 


nentioned, I think, Shaul Bakhaah and Fereidoun .... 


tf. Whoa is he? His Father was ...-7 


B. He was ga cheautfteur for the Sirah. 


QO. But he himself had heen educated? 


A. He was educated over here at, I thank, the Schooi of 
Economics, At any rate, he wrote to me and said that fe was 
gaine fo produce a book on twentieth-century Iran, or 
sonethang, and he wished mé fa cantribute to it ana aiso be 
editor. if wrote back and said I was very sorry I was too 
busy. if was wrating my own boox. And I wouldn*t have the 


tine to de anything about it. 


Weil, he woultldn“t teke mo for an anawer, and he came over t- 
Londen. =I gave him a drink et the Traveliers” Ciub. And hé 
charned me, with hist personality and &0 aon. And in the end, 


Eo eaid, “Welt, what I will da -- I wiil write the 
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antreduction. i wont be editor, but I’1li write® it, subject 


fo seeing sali the articles.“ That was the sane thing Id 
nade about that book on agricuiture -- Land. reforn. 
And F alsa heiped him -- gave him names. Because he hed « 


jist of peonie he Was going to get ta cantribute, he’d got 
trom Aliatair Buchan, whoa naw dead but was at txroard, 4 
professor of internetional relations. He had a very goad 
iist of names. 4nd I gave him some ether names -- one or two 
people in America, and so on. fF alsa auggqeésted that Roenaid 


“f> of BP might S@ 6 fereson who could doa the editing. 


Welt, the long and short of it wes that that book came out. 

IT did do an introduction to if -- a short antroeduction, he 
wanted @ much longer one. And it was, as far as I couid make 
Cut, financed by the Shah. But Ae had peeneateer fLiis 
opportunity to get more controversiil articies. Sut it was 
an ettempt fo do this sort oF thing. i sean, say to the 


Shah, “For God“a sake, don’t have these propaganda books!” 


The next thing he did was he wanted fee ania 4 book about the 
Sheh, and he wanted the Duke of Edinburgh to do the 
introduction. He asked me whether I could heip. I seid, 
"Not on your lifet You write to the Paiace, or g¢t the Shah 


or somebody to write.” And he gat turned down. 
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=o he then wrote to Lord Carrington, who was then, mot 
Foreign Sectetary, but was president of the Iran Society. 

And Garrangton, who ia a triend of nine and lives quite ciase 
here, he sent me this correspondence, and said, “What shail £F 
reslyt“ IT gaid, “Don*t touch this with a bharge-pole, hecause 
in your position you don’t want to gét involwed in a book 
which wili juet be a panegyric of the Shah and ail the Royal 
Faenily, and so on. #0 Peter Carrington didn’t do it, and in 
Phe end Amir Sadeghi did the intraductian himself. Well, so 


mich for the intraduction. 


Twas increasingly aceptical about this chap. But then, at 
the time of the revolution he suddenly appeared an TV as 
heing the sart of préesas-man of the palace, and so on, and 


aaened ta have guite a position. 


4nd, one day, after the revolution. And the Shah had lett. 
The Shah was in Moarocee. He telephoned me, FI thought he’d 
pees jeft behind, and been kiitled in Tehran. But he 
Leiephoned, and said, “five just come from Moroecee. What da 
you think about the Shah coming here?” This was before any 
approesch. and I atreight off aaid, “FI don’t think thig ia a 
good idea, Because you know what the Iranian suapiciona are 


about the British. TL we have the Shah here, there“ii be no 


1 & 
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end of trouble. They*ll think we’re intriguing with him. I 


would he dead sqainst him coming to England." 


And that was that. Well then ... i“va forgotten now, but 
after that Awir Sadeghi came aver te London and ..-. I don’t 
Rnow whether he got in tauch with me agein or what, but I was 
sutfiicientiy intrigued By his nasition to try and find out 
wheat it waa. So that’a why I] sadgked Haembiz Attabai what he 
thaught about it. And he said that he was 4 iriend of the 


Shahbanou’s and had been on Nassau. 


And I asked the Shah -- T didn*t put if in my diary, but I 
did aeak the Shah. =F said, “What about this man Amir 
Sadegni?" He said; “He’a a friend of the Empress, not af 


mine.” Something Like that. Tt was quite ciear. 


Well, since Amir Sadeghi is in Lenden, he lives in 
considerabia styie, in Eaten Squere or somewhere like that. 
‘About 4 year and a hal# age he asked me to Lunch, and I wes 
Very surprised by the néople he kad there. He had the head 
of King’s College, London, there, a retired Air Maraheli., He 
had the foreign éditor of the Economiat there. He 

had thet man Anthony sanpeson, whe writes books abaut the arms 


duestion -- he wrote abaut fhe o6i1 question. 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Denis Wright. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 10, 11 October 1984, Aylesbury, England. 
lranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


in i ee Lo 


Wwreight-# 


He agema to have « great deat of money. But I would say hes 


Just @ bit too smcoth and slippery. 
But £ theught he might bé@ 4a person you ought ta interview. 
@. Yea. Jil put him dawn. 


Weli, this is the Lest part of the interview, and I have 4 
fist of names. Y*m wondering if there are any of these names. 
that recail any particular incident which you thank would be 


inpertent histoaricaliy. : 


Seyyed Hasan Taghizadeh -- did you ever meet him while he was 


A. Teghizeadeh. Yea, I did, but he was go old and seniie 
that ..-.. I went ta cali on him, and talked to hir at add 
Bbartie@a at the Senate, But never got anything out of Rim at 


S21) cen A353 
@. Ali Soheiis? 
A. Yea, T did. Yea. He helped me, I think I t id you, at 


this confrontation with the Shah in 1954 at Queen Soraya’s -- 


fhe celebration of the marriage. It was Soheili who got hold 
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et m& and said, “fi’m going to make the Shah taik ." and he 
fteok a very tough line with the Shah, and made him taik. Se 
fwas always very grateful to Scheili. And then I used te 

see hin in London ccecasionally, when hée was ambassador, Wien 


fT came om deave. And he wes alweys very friendiy. 


He had & very curiaua wife, who was 4 White Rugeaian, I think, 
or Georgian, dancer, wasnt she? She obviously had been a 
Very Beautiful woman. But I remember, she came one day 
rushing round to the BPumhassy With the passport of an Iranian 
cack. Amd she said; “I want visa quickiy for him, to 
Engiand.” This was hecause dhe“d suddenly got him to ieave 
the German Embassy, and she wented to get him out of the 


country hefore the Germans could pay Aim 4a higher price. 


Sa then she came beck to Tehran, when he was atibassader in 
London, and gave a nariy for my wite and tyseif -- a sort of 
dancing party -~+ and she said she wanted to have a lieng taik 
with me atone. If wondered what the hell it waa. And we had 
dinner. 7 arranged to give her dinner or lunch at the 


Residence, which waa then the amart piece, 


Anc she turnoéc up -~ this was in 1954, I suppose -- late, but 
eahe furned up. And of course everybody knew everyiedy in 


Tehren in these days, and they were all ¢wandering> what waa 
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i doing with this woman in this. piace, And atter 4a bit; she 
seid in her broker English, “If want you make me agent.” And 
Io theayughAt, "“Whet*’a thistT Mats Hari, or something?” = aaid, 
“Whet do you mean? She asid, “I went good agent far Engliah 


mater-car company, for English pharmaceutical conpany..." 


She had a hit of paneer. And she had Boots down -- Baoota, the 
pharmaceutical people. i“ve forgotten who the ofher two 
were, But there were three. aAnd I said, “Whet do you know 
about Businesst" She aaid, “Ah, Gun I have good partner.” 
don’t know whether this man was hey lover, ar what it waa, 
But ahe wea around next day for my answer, Of course I said 
we hadn’“t got any such thing in our gift. ‘But’ that Wak When 


Shn@ Waa wite of the Persian ankassador in London... 
“i. Morteza+Gheli Hayattr 


4. Was he the head cf the N.T.0.C.7 No. He took part in 
The negotiations in itiad, but hea was very much a figurehead, 
£ think. I méan, the people who mattered were Rohani. and 
Naticy and. I suppose -- I don’t Know whether Falah tock part 
in it, but... They were the people, Hayat didn“t carry eny 


weight. 


bl. Ofd you ever have any caontact or asecciation with 


4 
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Princesa Ashratt Personaily? 


A. Well, the fireat time I was in Iran, I had nothing to do 
With her at ali. And when I lett Tehran in Gctober, 1555, 
and handed over ta the charges d“atfaires, hecause Stevens 
hadn’t come back fran Londen, to 4 tian called Kitchener (73, 
C27} Kitchener, who was the commercial councillor. A man IF 
peraonetiy diaiiked and diatruated. Much te my disgust, he 


wan to he charge d’arfraires, attending tf) Rager Stevens. 


i renember saying to him, “{'}, keep the Royal Famaly at 
4rmna° déngth, etc.” Weil, within a matter of days of my 
ieaving, he was entertaining Ashraf in the Fmtassy. And she 
was tied un with some big contract for roads or something. 
Sa my anawer ia F had nothing to do with her. I kent Aer at 


ams’ iength. But this man Kitchener got involved wath her. 


When I went. bach as anbaasador, there we a -- Aijan and 
Hanbury (Tj weré setting up a pharmeceutical plent far the 
franian government, and if was toe be opaned 5y the Shah. 

Fuat after J arrived back in Tehran. And Princess Aahrat 
gave 4a party for thia -- ahe was involved In some way. I gat 


commanded te go to this party, which I did, 


And she alac had a party for Lollogabrita *Lollebrigidat?> 
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when she was aut, and ahe dsked the American ambassader end 
mysely, with aur wivas. We sat on ficsr, and that sert or 
thing. It waa a rather distasteful sert a: party -- there 


wae mo bad behaviot. But thease were the oniy two tinea. 


To never invited her toa the embassy at all. But there was 
just one ether incident. .... Oh yea. I think T had to ga and 
ceail on her afticialiy, just after I arrived, before gaing to 
this Allan and Hanbury thing. There waa 4 woman who waa a 
friend of hers, wha uaed to turn un akiing. She Lodked very 
Mangolian. i’ve foraotten her nane now, but ahe wae a part 
of that royal, rather corrupt, entourage. And Princess 
fshream said to me, "I have a friend of yaurs here, waiting te 
Bee you.” And this girl came in, and I didn’t know her fron 


CPI. f mean, I’d had na reatationsa af any sart with her. 


What the game was, I don“t know, but T renenber Horace 

Philips, who gave 4 party for me, saying the same girl had 
demanded that she be iunvited to Ais marty for me. Whether 
ahe wes hooing f sheuid become her Lover, ar whet it. was, T 
dant Know, but Ashrart had proaduced her. I said I was Very 
sorry, but F just don’t know thie women. And it wae quite 


true. That was the gole extent of my desiings with Ashrat. 


im. Did you ever meet or know enything sbout Ayatoliah 
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Abolghasem Kashani? 


A. Keehani? No. 


QM. <«<“ywnelear> President of the Mayles, ... 


2. In sny of your studies, did you ever come acrosa his 
having heen a epécially good friend of Britain? This 14 
another ane of these mytha that, you know, he’s anti-British 


an the ane hand, and in the pay of the British an the other. 


4. Never. Wo. 


&, How sbout Dr. Mozzafar Bagha’i, who was a colieaque of 


Noasadegh’s, and then fell out with Noseadech. While you 


were there he was sort of in semi-retirenent. 


A. fF don’t think fT ever came scrossa hin. I'm certain fT 


didn’t. Na. 


@. Khalil Haleki, who was head of the, sort of the 


meciadigta... 
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A. Ne. Never. 
O. How about Sardar Fakher Hekmsat? 


A. Yea. He was a good friend ot the British. He didn’t taik 
a word of English. Why he was triendiy to ue FI never 
discavered. I used to be much embarrassed by Serdar Fakher 
Because he was 3 great £riend at Faéjgadi, the man I mentioned 
@& being in the enkbassy, the oriental, and he used to give a2 
lunch of dinner for ty wife and myselt, beth I think when £ 
wae there as. charge d’affairee and again when [I was 
ambeasador. fhey were very dreary atfairs, because he would 
have his son there, Dr. Hekmat, who now lives in Paria. <sAnoa 
there was no English spoken; my Persian was not that fluent. 
Ha had no reai canversation at all. 

fe alac embarrassed ne more than ance by giving me a rug, a 


guite expensive rug, and that sort of thing. 


When I went oevt and got involved in trying to stop the Sheh 
Signing up with the Russians, in 1959, I went to have tea 
with Serdar Fakher then, with Sajyadi. 4nd he was, Ff 
renenber, very worried about the Sheh’s dealings with the 
Ruasiang. Hse waan’t involved, but he anok@ to me -- I could 


refresh ny nenory from my diary, Gut tf did... He rataed the 
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subject with me. 


4nd on that oceagion -- thia was fhe sort of thing he used ta 
da -- he gave me this box, you see. MTnside it, there~s ea 
very nice edition of Sav’adi, you see. with a tittle 


inscription. J think that’s by him. You can read it. 


f. You see, he was ... He never asked for any quid pra duc 
-- he never asked any favors. After I retired, he used ta 
¢ome over to Londen. He would telephose, and I would arrange 


to see him. 


nm one occasion «+: fi’ve forgotten which vear it was now, i973 
or “*7¢ ~~ he telephoned, and f arranged for hin to meen me at 
the Traveiiera” Ciub for iunmch. I sent him a letter, heceausae 
We did @il +t is in Persian on the feidéphane, and ay Peraian 
amen that good, so I wrote te him, and confirmed this. 
Weli, he aisunderetocd it -- he coulidn’t underatand ty 


Engiieah Letter, you ace -- and I watted at the Travellers”. 
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He didn’t come, and so -- fF was spending the naght in Landon, 


I think, I’ve forgatten why, but there was some reason. 


Weil, my Wife was here silicone, and she had [iatened on the 
radio that day, the evening news, and at said a dangerous 
eraiminail had escaped from Ayleastord ¢7) Prison, and 
hovnsehoiders were warned ta be careful. Well about nine 
a’eliock at night there was a kneck on the door. She was a 
bit worried, but she thought ehe“d hetter go te the door. 
4nd this waa Farder Faskher, whe had taken a taxi all the way 
down from London because he had then re-read my ietter, or 


qot aamneone, and sealizec he had made a mistake. 


He was so ashamed of himselit, he decided he nust came down 
and apologize. And so he gota taxi ali the way from Londen. 


This was @ man eighty years old. = was always very touched 


by this. Then back hea went to London. 


He came over and went to hoestitai. I remember trying toa fine 
him in fespaital. I couldnt. IF wanted to see him. The 


nospital either misd3zrectad me ...- T never found him there. 


But at any rate, I wae on friendiy terms with him, Bvt could 
never understand guite why this deyotson te the British, why 


he gave ma expensive presenta: a couple of ruga. Ghen 1 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Denis Wright. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 10, 11 October 1984, Aylesbury, England. 
lranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


Wright-e8 


jefit Tehren on retirement he sent me a mast lovely rug. And 
that sart of thing. Sa I did see him. and I think we 
regarded him in the embassy sas probably not too happy with 


the Shah, But one of the more lihersi of the alt regime. 


Q,. If Ll remember correctiy, he was sort ot booted ont of 
qttice at the same time as Hossein Ala, .4. that litriea 


neeting they had after the Fifteenth of Khordad riots. 


A. Was he then? 2 don’t wnow when it was. IF thevnght it was 
B0me other time. f never aAssaclated him wath that. It covuid 


be ts 
QO, How ahent Queen Seraya? Did you evar meet her? 


A. Boravet Reeity aniy ance, at that wedding party. 3he 
Waa off to Eurose, you know, most of that summer of 1954 or 
“S58, when J iett. and I never had any teika with her at ail. 
She mever satruck me 23 more than @ good-leoking girl, but fF 


Gon*t think shed got much interest in people. 


GQ. You asterfted to aay something shout the Jast time you saw 
Hossein Aia, when he was ili and was dying, and you said died 
alac of a Broken heert. Hid you speak with each other at 


thet tine? Yeas he well enough? 
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&. Oh, yes. =F don’t thank he made any comnpniaints, hut he -- 


We spoke to @ach other. 


Ala hed -- he was @ very ioyai fraend, realiy. Aithough I 
think in that period, 753-"55, we an the ambaasy regarded hin 
with @ Certein anount of suspicion a3 being rather weak, and 
so on, he remained & Very gooc friend. When F -- the first 
Piece Of Persian pottery I ever received was a gift from Aia 
my tirat Christmas, aor my second Christmas. When I was in 
Addis Abars, he sent me a cobklectiocn of coins, beth geld and 
silver —- Dessanian and Ialamic coins, which now Ive given 
to the Ashnelean Museum. He never Knew T was going to come 


hack an ambassador. 


When he Knew 2 was going 45 ambasaader, Jater, atter these 
iittie Christmas presents used fo came, he wrote to me a very 
charming letter, and sent @ pair of turquoise cuff-Links, 
which T normaily wear -- I heven‘’t got them on teday, but I 
normaiiy heve them on -- turguoige. And asaid, “Hy Deer 
Denis, this is te remind you of the azure sky which awaite 


your arrival in Peraia.* 


@ell, when I went cut there, I went to cail on hin before 


presenting ¢redentiais to the pinister of court. And he toid 


oe ae 
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me he was worried shout some of the Sheh’sa activities -- the 
land-reforn, and asked me ta speak to the Shah. Well, ¥ said 
1t was not for ma -- thia was not the British ambassadors 


thing. But Ala was worried ... 


@. What eseapect ot the land-reforn7? 


A. Weil, ha didn’t realiy ga into details.... IT can’t 
renenber, at any rate. But he was Ioecking to me ta say 
something toa the Shah tea try and restrain him. When he 
finally was dismissed, T wrote fim a letter saying that -- 
i“ve got his, f can dig them ont for you, if you iske, 4 copy 
Of Some of his ietters that he wrote to me. Charning 


iettera, he used to write, in besutiful English. 


0. But nothing of political atanaficance? 


A. Na. No. 


G. How about General Tesmour Bakhtiar? O1d you ... We 


taitfed about that yesterday. While in Iran, while he was 


head of ... 


A. Ko, I can’t recaiil any apetial meetings with han, or aa 
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Olt. Iowouldn’t narmally go and see him, you see, He was a 
military governor. It wasn’t my business aft all. ft dont 
renember entertaining hin at ail an the embasay. Well, I 


weean’t in the enbeasy -- as a counciilor. 


Of course, in those days, & councillor waa a person that 
people Like fohbal, ar anyhbady wanting to hecome Prime 
Minister, would of only too heppy to have dinner éven with a 
Junior secrecary in the British Embassy. Ti"s a very curioua 
Situation. Tt had changed by the it60s, when the Iranians 
were much more atand-oftfish. But in the i3S0e, any Iranian 
anvated to the British Embassy came like a shot, because he 


thaught this would lead ta higher things. 

@. How about General Hasan Pakravan? Bid vauw .., 

A. fi knew him, hecause he was &@ close friend of tfeneral 
Arte” and Nrs. Arta”, and one used to meet him up there on a 
Friday quite often. TI used to qa un there for Friday lunches 
somnetines. Wheat i saw of Pakravan 5 Liked very much, but 
again I didn’t have any officiai deslings with Rim at ail. 

G@. How ebout his replacement, General Nasiri7 


A. Yea, I thought he was a bit of an ess, really. = never 
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Thought much of Naeiri. He once, ahout a year ar two before 
i jieft Tehran on retirement, hea asked us ta dinner, my wife 
and nyself. There were various members of SAVAK thera, and 
there was a MI ¢?3 sort of inteiligencée man. Asedoliah Alam 


was there. After dinner -- he*d gat this young terman wite, 


hadn’t he, at thea tine, I think -- he put on a filin. 


i can*t ebide ataying up lates I like tao ge to bed by eleven 
a’ciack. And in Tehran I used to nake it a ruie that at a 
diplomatic party, i mean if the dean of the diniomatic corns 
-~ and Io vwaaen*t dean, & Hraezilian was -- didn’t teave by 
eleven G*ciock, TF used to go up and say, “Laok, I’m very 


sorry, bot I’ve got to go to bed.” 


But this dinner of Nasiri went on and on, and then we had the 
first part of the fiim. About one ovciovk in the marning, 
when that was over, I decided Id had enough. So F lett. fF 
Ehink he was a Bit upset, becanee there was atill another 


part. 

if fineliy ¢T3, insetar as one Aad any dealings with him, and 
A°d say thet wes the sort +-- reeily 4 rather attipid man. I 
didn’t bhavé much usé for hin, 


GQ. That didn’t really make senae, ta put someone ae head ar 


- te 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Denis Wright. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 10, 11 October 1984, Aylesbury, England. 
lranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


Wright 


one’a inteiligence unit 4a man who ... 


fA. Weill, that was only my judgment. Tt waan’t for ma to 
tell the Shah he wean*’t any good, but he nay have been ait 
right. He waa very ioyel te the Sheh. He’d been the man 


whod -= hadn’t he fiown him out or gone with hin to Baghdad? 
@. He had served .., Massadegh. 


&. Wali, you see, aa it told you yesterday, at that ferawell 
dinner that the Sheh gave for te, in September, 1955, he waa 
present at. that dinner, so... And when I went um -- I flew up 
to the Caspian to see the Shah, just before T left Tehran in 
September or October, 1955. Again about the Baghdad Pact, and 
@li that. 7@¢ flew up in a littie tiny airplane, end ianded on 
the shore at Newshehr. Nasiri was there with @ great 
Cadiliac ta meet me and take me to the Shah. He was always 


Very close to the Shah, 


ao. what about Nr, Jafar Sharif-Ememi. Did you have much te 


fa 


FF = 


A. Not much ta do with him. I used to see him occasionally 
because he wea running the Pahievi Foundation, and I 


mentioned yesterday, there was this quéeation of a debt coved 
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to Cementaticn, which T had to go and see hin about. and I 
héey have seen him an other accasians, but I don*t recoliect 


anything particularly. 


QM. Gne Would expect that the British Smbassadar wouid see a 


int of the President of the Senate. 


A. Well, why ahould he? <Qne aaw him at parties, but there 
WAS NO ...2. No, ny business wae with the minister af foreign 
affairs, you aee, or the prime minister, nat with the 


president of the senate. 


@. weli, Or. Amini, when you arrived the second time, had 


aiready been prime minister and was sert of out of favor. 


A. Yea. So tT kept ham et arms’ length. Tf had hin around te 
the Sinner for Lauden ¢T) I mentioned yesterday. And ve naed 
ta invite him to the Queena Birthday Party, I think, but 


otherwise i didn’t make contact with han. 


BH, Bad you meet with anyone, any of the ao-called opposition 


figures, such as Nehdi Bezargan or Ayateliah Taleghanit 


fA. Not consciously, at any rete, IT used ta aee, I think, 


Shahpeur Bakhtiar at parties. FF recegnized hia photo 
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suhbzequentiy , Put tf didn’t Know whe he was. aAnd I am tot 
cGnracious of meeting wheat fT cali the real mppositian at any 


Lime. 


G. How about the forwver queen, Shahbanou Farah? Did you 


have much contect with hex? 


4. Not much, But we ...4. my wite did a painting once of 
Farahbad, where she used to .... I remember when we went. (CT 
ae et know if it was when I finally leaft or when we were 
going on ieave.} I think when we were going on leave we went 
to say good-bye to her. Then we had quite a talk. And ahe 
Was gayvying then hew she envied us being able to travel freely 
around the country and net be really recegnized. she said, 
“When I ga, f have to he eecarted everywhere, and I ean*t 


coee” That was the sort of saa 


tne regarded her ea sort ef 4 nice, modest, humbié persan,. 
whe, from what ohe heard, was a restraining intiluénce on the 


shah in the early days. But £ think that alli vanished later. 


Oo. My last question is with regard to Nr. Hoveida.s Yau 
talked abaut hin. & Tittle bit, but ia there anything that has 
to do with hin and his person or his tenure as prime minister 


Which you think 18 uaeful te mention? 
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A. No. i said yesterday that I thought that «Bs time passad 
he hecene too, I*d Bay, carrupted by power, not. hy money, T 
Gden“t think he was venal. At ane tine I thought he was a 
goad, efficient prime minister. He never, as far as fT know, 
atood up to the Shah. He just carried ant the Shah’s oarders, 
and that suited the Shah very well. He was probably & very 


good administrator, 


Hea waa very good company too. IT enjoyed him as somehody to 
taik te, and so on. He was well-read, he‘d gat gaod 
conversation, and sco on. But I never got on to really 
intimate terms with him. If hnmew that between him and Aian 
there was no great levee tost, and ao he knew FT was ciose te 
Alan, #2 that probably acted ... But Tf don’t think he was 


Barticuiarly fond of the British. 


But if yau go and see my triend Bernard Aiexander, who lives 
neerhy. He waa very close ta Hovetda, and has d very high 
opinion of him, becavae he was with hin in the tinited Nationa 
Refugee arganization, and I think you’Ii find him rather 


interesting on Hoveida., 


GQ. Is there any prominent Iranian which I haven‘’t sention. 


tha should have been nantionedt 
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A. I can’t think of anybody. JI can’t think of anybedy who 
~.. Bagher Pirnda we just touched on. He wae gavernar af 
Bhiraz, and he feil out with Hoveida, I think. Then he 
hecemne governor af Kharasen. I went up and apent twa dave 
with him, paying good-bye te him, and ac ans, I atvaya found 
him @ Very friendiy, decent person to deal with. If] saw hin 
the other day -- he came through. He"s got out of Iran and 
he’s gone ta America. ff. saw him in Londen. In fact, he waa 


in hospital, and quite seriousiy ili for e time. 


Hasan Alavi was always ambiftaobs to ... was very triendly 
with the British for a time because he“d heen traihed by, aide 
Philio ... Yiizebeth Montee’s husband, who was an 
eye-apecitaiijat. He would never charge any Britisher for any 


conmsuitation, becatise he satd he awed ao much toa the British. 


But I think he was disappointed in the British hecause he had 
poljtiosi ambitione, and he never became prime minister, And 
sO he switched te the Americans, and became president of the 
irean-American Saciety. F think the reason for that was that 
he had these political ambitions. i’m teld he“s coming to 


England any minute now. Bid you know thet? 
G. who, I didnt. 


= 26 = 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Denis Wright. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 10, 11 October 1984, Aylesbury, England. 
lranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


Wright-3a 


fi. But he was what I caii one of the oid-achaci one used to 
See trom time to time. Like, I mentionad <unclear> and 
Muaavi, Abdullah Musavi, I think it waa. In a way, they used 
to waste one*s time. They used to came round and talk to ane 
and grumble ahovt things and want to know what the British 
thought about this and the cther. But IT aiways believed in 
aeaing them, because they were sgert of feithfuls, they were 
the relics af the ald Aénglophiles. They weren*t asking 
favors. I think they guat LIliked to f4eai they had some sort 


af link with the British Embesay, 


And I think -- this is stuit which ia not going to he 
relessed, ia Tt +> T think one of the faunlia of Tony Pareona 
waa Theat he wouldn’t have anything te do with these nedpie. 
He regarded them ali as fossiits. and IT think that if he had 
paid More attention to same of these meople, he would have 
had more sort of warnings that. things were not well. Beceusae 


they were the peopie whe, in my day, grumbled ahout the Shah. 


And f[ used to champion the Shah, and say, well, the Shah is 
deing this, thet, and the other, and used tu rather stick up 
for the Shah. But I think they might have given him sone 


sort of indication thet things were fer from well. 
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No. ct can’t think of anybody else. 


The moat ambitions and intriguing af all those people waa 
Pirasteh, I think, who wes an unserupulous man, and I think 
Was responsibie for getting Naficy, Ahmed, put inta prisen, 


4a i mentioned. 


GM. He Was alec reputed te have been close to Princess 


dahrat. 
A. Wes het Yes, that couid well be. 


Of course, Rahnena was a character who was pretty close to 


Princeas, Ashraz. 
Q, MWazidy 


A. Majid. yes. He got the money out of her for Wadhan 
College, you see. This was done through that curiaus failiow, 
ishag (T}3, FPren ITahag tf}, at Wadham. Hut Reahnama, as fF saw 
him in the embassy was in Mahy ways a sort ef a light-weight 
chap «es». EF think the Iranians celled him Nr. aAfro-Asian, 


wasn’t he? He wae 4 friend of Hoveida*tsa, waan*t heat 
fd Yee, 
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A. ®@hat other finiatera were there? 
GQ. Anouvmedgaer. 


&. Amouzegar, yes. I had a high regard for Amouzegar. I 
used te come acress him when I was undersecretary in the 
fareiqn oifice at the Beghdad Pact meetings, and so on. He 


Was Yery abie and geod. 


AS minister of finance under Hoveida, I had sohe probiems 
ever Che British Council being tated. Ive forgotten what 
the things were, but there was quite @ big issue about 
tenation of the British Council. I went to Amnouzedar direct 
em this, end argued the case. And succeeded in getting 
Whatever if was. =F don’t know whether it was compiete 
exemption trom taxation oy .... At any rate, he was very 


accanoadating on that. 


Soa £ never regarded him, in my day at any rete, am an 
American etooge. FPeoaple have siwaya seid he waa in Americen. 


Dey, and so on but F regarded him ss a fairiy forthright ... 


GQ. Waa there na way that your intelligence people couid teil 


¥Oi &23 8 fact whether these rumora were frue or nat? 
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A. Noa, mao. 


OQ. They couidan*tr 


A. But fF don’t think they were current in my day. I meen, 
it was after the balloon went up. It never occurred to mé 


that he was an American agent or anything like that... 


GW. Haw ahout. Alikhani? Did you have any deatingsa with hin? 


fi. Yes, and what I had, I think, were quite astistactory. 
Except that J think when he wea at the university hig niece 
watted a vise £or England, and he gent her round and said 
She’d been refused a visa. When I went into it, of coures, 
ahe“d bee caught ahopiitting in Lendon, Like many other 
franiana. And I told Alikhani, J aeid, “I’m sorry, I’m net 
going tao give her a visa, because it ashe goes te England and 


does that:, that’s «unclear?>, 


But apaxvit fren that, ay demlingsa with Alikhani were 
Bakisfactory. F dan’t think I had very much to do with him 
when he wea minister of economy <umcieer?>., At the 


universsty, YF had littie to deo with hin. 
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Heseein Naar one saw occasionally, Cyrous Ghani. But, = 
mean, they were all fringe people. 
2. How about the two néwapaper editora, Mas’oudi and 


Neshehzadeht Did you ... 


A. Well, Mas‘oudi I goat quite cinse to over Bahrain. It was 
his initiative fram his aide, if wasn’t mine. And I was 
alweys very gratetuj toe him for that. Heshahxzadeh I never 
had very much f6¢ dao with. I don’t khnov -- one was slightly 
duapietnue of him in sore way. But we never had much to do 
with him. He ita tied up with the Thompson organization, f 
think. I did go and spend a day, or have Lunch there, Just 


befoye I retired, I think, to go round the whale 


argentzation.« 
We fad 4» presse attache -- Information Officer, we calied hin, 
I think +- whose 30h was to keep in touch with thease peonle. 


But Io never attempted te get them to write articles thie way 
or the other. EFxcest I did complain to Naa*audi when there 
Waa & yather nesaty articie abeut the British over the Paersien 
Gulf. iI°ve forgotten, Ti was at a time when it was not very 
helpful, and i did go and see Mea*oudi and say that IF thovght 
this wae pretty unfair, and ao on. And he made apmeda, He 


wrete an editorial, 
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Likewise, I had trouble with the Httela’st when ... 

the Queen’a Birthday Party. IF didn’t like photographers 
coming. it didn’t want tea much publicity for the British, 
end T didn’t want photographers at the Queen*s ... You see, 
most af the nationel days, everybody ... the ambassadors 
iiked to have pictures apbesring in the papers, and so oan. 
And sa, they gate-crashead this party, and I had them turned 


ebi, these people. 


There wae a nasty article in tha Tehran Journai about 
thas and me. And fi compiasined to Bas’audi. JT said, yau 
know, “This 18 monstrouus.,.” And he sent his son round to 


antlogize ta me for this article. You covid da things .... 


fonever made what I cali an unreasonsbie demand on the 

papers, and F never tried to get them to pot in, you niqkt 
easy, Bro-Sritzah articles, My information arficer, yes, we 
had our service. We sent ont articties about this, that and 
the other, and they published them. That was his job. But 


personally TF kept, you might say, aicot from the press. 


And I wouldn’”t normaliy go for interviews wrth fhem, excent 
Si the very end, when F fief them come and interview me, and 


Ao On. 
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Thet’s it. F don’t think there’s probabiy an awful lot nore 


ane can say. 


GQ. Thank you for giving mné two days of your tine, 


A. Well, thank you. IF hope it’s of some use. 


QO. << hope I’m still around at the time when thease come out. 


A. Well, you wiii be, yes, 
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